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SERMON I. 


ATT. xiii 3- And he ſpake ma- 
ny Things unto them in Pa- 
Tables. W Uh Page 1 + ; 


\ 


anne II. 


1 XXV. 14, 15. For the King- 1 
dom of Heaven is as a Man travel. 
ling into a far Country, who called 

S NO bis 


1 A Table of the Texts. 


his Servants, and delivered wnto them L 


3 Goode. 


ty unto one he gave froe Talents, 70 
another two, and to another one; to 
every Man according to his bank, 
Abilities, and ſiraightway took his 
* we. = Page 2 1 


SERMON 1II. 


Lokk xiii. 6, 7, 8, 9. He ſpake alſo 
this Parable A, certain Man had 


a Fig-Tree in his V. mmeyard, and he 


came and ſought Fruit thereon, and 


found uonè. 


Then ſaid he unto the Dreſer of his 
Vineyard, Behold, theſe three Years 
I come ſeeking Frait on this Fig-Tree, 


amd find none cut it down, WOE euer . 


bereth it the Ground: 2 


Aud he anſibering, ſaid unto him, Lord, 
let it alone this Tear alſo, till 1 [ball | 
dig about it, and dung: it 5 . 


: And 


* 


A Table of 29 Texts ni 


nd if it FO Fruit, 1 ; and if nor, 
®:hen after that 22 ſbalt cut it 


d.. e 2 


L SERMON IV. 


Mw xili. 45, 46. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like unto a Merchaut- 


Man ſerving Saua Pearle: 45 


Who when he had found one Pearl. of 
great Price, he went and ſold all 


_ Fhat he had, and bought it. 1 


SERMONS V, VI, VII. 


JokN ii. 11. This Beginning of Mi- | 

raclet did Jeſus in Cana of Galilee, 

and manifeſted forth his Glory, 
and his Ow. believed on him. 
73» 91> 113 
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iv A Table of the Texts: 4 


SERMON VIII. 1 


Joux i ii. 13, 14, &c. And the Jews, 
Paſſover was at hand, and Fefur®, 
went up to vu em: 


And found in the Temple, thoſe chat 
fold Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, 


and the Chan gers of Money Iris. 


And when 8 bad mails 4 Scourge of 
ſmall Cords, he drove them all out 


of the Temple, &c. Page 133 


SERMON IX. 


Loxk v. 8, 9 When Simon Peter ſaw 
it, he fell down at Jeſus Knees, ſay- 
ing, Depart from me, fir I am 4 
1 inful Man, O Lord. 


A Table of the Texts. 7 


70 he was aſtoniſhed, and all that 
ere with him, at the Draught of 


* 1 the Fiſhes yOu they had taken. 
h | 7 N 
„ | 
SERMON X. 

; | = 

Marr. viii. 27. But the Men mar- 
ö velled, ſaying, What Manner of Man 
| 1 this, that even the Winds and the 
1 Sea obey him? 169 
SERMON XL 


Luxk xvii. 42, 43. And Jeſus ſaid © 
unto him, Recetve thy Sight, thy Faith | 
hath ſaved thee. | 


And immediately he received his Sight, 
and follw'd him, gherifying Cod. 
And all the People, when they 
ſaw it, gave Praiſe unto God. 
18 7 
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SERMON XII. * 


Things well : He maketh both the 
Deaf to hear, and the Dumb to \ 
ſpeak. Page 2 


8 E R. 


Ar T. Mig 


And he ſpake many Things unto | them | 
N 81 in araber. 2 | 


DT \NTENDING,. | as; Lui 


Opportunity, to diſcourſe: on 
ſome of the Parables of our 
Saviour, I ſhall firſt, by way 
—_——* of Preface; endeavour to thew: 
you the great Uſefulneſs of this Kind of 
Inſtruction, this Way of Preaching by Pa- 
rables; and, not to multiply Particulars, 
4 ſhall only offer theſe three Conſiderations ; ; 


1 e Gabe Erniling 1 or Pas 
rables are eaſily underſtood. 


15 II. Axt eaſily remember'd. And, 
> III. Azz eaſily applied. 
25 vol. 1 I. ke” if 


z SERMON L + 

Anv that ſort of Preaching that has all 
theſe Properties, will, I ſuppoſe, be al- 
low'd to be very vſeful and inſtructive. 


I. I BEGIN with the Firſt. That ſuch fa. þ 
miliar Alluſions or Parables are caſily un- 
derſtood. 


5 1 
—— T———B ů 


Tur are 3 —— from Things 
that are obvious to common Senſe, and of 
8 Experience. | 


— Se WIG IE 
— — — —— 

—— — 

OO DOES Coos 


$e a0 that of the rich Man, that fared de- 

| lictouſly, and the poor Beggar at his Gate, 
that lay ſtarying with Hunger. A Parable 
that we daily ſee fulfilled in our Streets; 
where the Rich are feaſting and revellin 
to Exceſs, and the Poor at their Doors, . 
the poorer, and more modeſt, at home in their 
Houſes are dying with Hunger, and would 
be glad of the Crumbs that fall from their 
Tables. And that of the other rich Man, 
that, having gather'd Abundance for many 
Years, bid his Soul take her Eaſe, eat, 
drink, and be merry, and that very Night 
Was deprived of his Soul, and of all his 

Poſſeſſions. A Parable too, that we often 
ſee verify*d : Men, either diſappointed of 
their Hopes and ExpeQations, or worſe, 


inatched away, and hurried to the . 
0 


* 


E F'S © Ew: S AC xv ny 


. 


SERMON I. 3 


"of Weeping and Wailing, in the Midft of 


their Mirth, and the Height of their Plea- 
ſures. | | | | 5 | 


I SHALL mention but one more: That 
of the ungrateful and unmerciful Servant; 
who, when his Lord had forgiven him ten 
thouſand Talents, took his poor Fellow- 
Servant, that ow'd him an hundred Pence, 
and caught him by the Throat, and caſt 
him into Prifon. What Diſcourſe in the 


World could better deſcribe the Sin of In- 


gratitude, or the Danger of a cruel and un- 
charitable Diſpoſition ? What Arguments. 
or Reaſons. can be invented ſo powerful, or 


o plain and ſo eaſy, as this fingle Parable? 


He that runs may read ; and he that reads 


cannot chooſe but underſtand. 


Ir it be thought an Objection to this, 
that the Diſciples ask our Saviour, Why he 


| ſpoke to the People in Parables ? our Sa- 


viour has anſwered it himſelf ; Becauſe they 
were obſtinate; and, though they ſaw, yet 
they did not perceive ; not becauſe they 


could not, but would not underſtand. And 


to thoſe who are unwilling, and have no 


mind to be informed, the plaineſt Inftruc- 


tions are all dark Speeches, hard Sentences, 
and Parables. n 


Yo Da - Ir 


4 SERMON I. 


- 


Ir is true, indeed, there are _ of. 
the Parables of our Saviour, that related 
to the Progreſs and Succeſs of the Goſpel, 
or the Deſtruction of the City and Temple 
of Zeruſalem, not ſo eaſy to be underſtood: 
But then it is to be conſider'd, that thoſe. 
were not Parables ſo much as Predictions, 

or Propheſies expreſſed after the Manner 
of Parables. And it is uſual, and natural, 
and often (too) neceſſary, that ſuch Things 
ſhould be deli ver'd obſcurely, and not in 
plain Terms, but in Figures and Alluſions. 
And yet even thoſe too, were not always 
fo difficult, but the Fews underſtood them. 
As appears by the Parable of a certain 
Man, who planted a Vineyard, and let it 
out to Husbandmen ; and firſt ſent his Ser- 
vants, and afterwards his Son; all whom 
they took and flew, and ſeized the Inhe- 
ritance. It is ſaid in the Concluſion, that. 
the S$crihes and Pharzſees perceived he 
had ſpoken that Parable againſt them; and 
would have laid hold on him, but for Fear 
of the People; and that very Hour would 
have fulfilled his Parable; which yet in 
due Time, and in more proper Circum- 
ſtances they did afterwards execute. 


r 
* 

p 

1 


Beavis, we may obſerye, that our Sa- 
viour introduces or concludes has Parables 
\ . 


SERMON I. . 

with ſome remarkable Sentence, which may 
ſerve as a Key to let us into the Meaning, 
or as a Clew to lead us through the whole 
Parable. After, allit is certain, whatever 
may be objected, that our bleſſed Saviour 
woull never have uſed this kind of In- 
ſtruction, had he thought it unintelligible; 
and he who ſpake ſo as no Man ſpake, 
would neyer ſpeak 10 as no Man could un- 


derſtand. 


On if there: were any Thing i in any of 
his Parables, that was hard and difficult, 
he was always ready to explain the Mean- 
1ng, and his Hearers at any Time might 
have known it for asking. He was never 
hard of Acceſs, and in no wiſe refuſed any 
Man that came to be taught and inſtruct- 
ed. And though Nzcodemus, one of the 
chief Phariſees, came to him by Night, yet 
he would have reſolved his Queſtions, had 
he come to him by Day, and faid nothing 
in ſecret, but what he would have Tpokey 


as 9 in the Temple. 


Bur I need not multiply Arguments 
ma Matter ſo evident. 


L ROC IEE D bete fers to the ſecond Con- 
be fideration : | 


Sa 
{ 
\ 


> 
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1 SERMON; 42 


cee not murmur, as they fs murmur- 
that we ſhould not, as they alſo, be 
"deſtroy'd of the Deſtroyer. \ bom 


III. Bur. 5 hirdiy, As ſuch familiar Allu- 
ions or Parables are caſily underſtood, and 
arc ealily remember'd, 1o are they caſily ap- 
plicd; and I doubt not (for Inſtance) but 
the Parable now . has been ap- 
plied already. 


LI but any one read over the Ea 
rables of our Saviour, and ſee if this be 
not true: As that of the Talents; where 
the unprofitable Servant, for hiding his, in 
a Napkin, is caſt into outer Darkneſs. Can 
any Man read this, that is conſcious to him- 
ſelf what an idle Life he leads; how little. 
he has improved cither the Grace of God, 
or the Gifts of Nature; how much he might 
na ve benefited both others and himſelf, had 
he been careful and diligent ; and not 
tremble to think what will become of him 
for his Sloth and Lazineſs ? As, on the con- 
trary, he who is, conſcious and ſenſible of 
his ho! neft and hearty Endeavours, of em- 
ploying the Gifts of God to his Glory, and 
the. Good of Mankind; and though per- 
haps he received but one Talent, was 4p ert | 
kuf, and contented, and faithful in that little, 
god. careful to ae it to his utmoſt 


ery Ks ; 
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Ability, may he not chearfully hope, and 
comfbrtably expect, he ſhall enter at laſt 
into the Joy of his Lord? And ſo that Pa- 
rable of the good Samaritan, who ſeeing a 
poor Traveller left naked and wounded 
by inhuman Thieves, and by almoſt as in- 
human a Prieſt and Levite pats'd by and 
neglected, had Pity on him, and went to 
him, and bound up his Wounds, and ſat 
him on his Beaſt, and carried him to an 
Inn, and took Caro of him. Who can read 
this, and not chooſe, but commend this pious 
Samaritan, and apply the Caſe, and ſay to 
himſelf}, (if our Lord had not laid it,) G9 
thou, and do likewiſe? I ſhall name but 
one more, and that is the Parable of the 
ten Virgins; though for five that are wiſe, 
J doubt there are five Times five that are 
fooliſh. - While the Bridegroom tarried, 
and they all ſlumber'd and ſlept, (the F ol 
iſh ſlept, and even the Wiſe too ſlumber'd,) 
there was a Cry at Midnight, the Bride- 
groom cometh, and the Wiſe trim'd their 
Lamps, and Rraightway met him, and went 
into. the Marriage: But the fooliſh Virgins 
awaken'd in a Fright, and their Lamps 
quite gone out, and no Oil i in their Veſſels, 
like Men ſcarce well awake, and not know- 
ing what they did, at firſt would have bor- 
 Towed, and then went to buy: But whilſt 
FREY. were gone on 0 fooliſh an Errand, 

che 


$ 
4 B 27 — 


ſhould not murmur, as 3 AY murmur. 
ed; that we ſhould not, as they allo, be 
_deſtroy'd of the Deſtroyer. BEEN 


III. Bur. Thirdly, As ſuch familiar Allu- 
ſions or Parables are cafily underſtood, and 
arc caſily remeinber d, ſo are they caſily ap- 
plicd; and I doubt not (for Inſtance) but 
che Parable. now mentioned, has been ap- 
We! already. 


Lex but any one read over the Par 
Pics of our Saviour, and ſee if this be 
not true: AS that of the Talents; where 

table Servant, for hiding his in 

a Napkin, is * into outer Darkneſs. Can 
any Man read this, that is conſcious to him- 
ſelf what an idle Life he leads; how little 
he has improved either the Grace of God, 
or the Gifts of Nature; how much he might 
have benefited both others and himſelf, had 
he been careful and diligent; and not 
tremble to think what will become of him 
for his Sloth and Lazineſs ? As, on the con- 
trary, he who is. conſcious and ſenſible of 
his honeft and hearty Endeavours, of em- 
ploying the Gifts of God to his Glory, and 
the Good of Mankind; and though per- 
haps he received but one Talent, was ; thank- | 
ful, and contented, and faithful in that little, 
ane cafeful to improve it to his utmoſt 


MR 5 


"To | = 


1 
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| Ability, may he not chearfully hope, and 
,comfoxtably- expect, he ſhall enter at laſt 


into the Joy of his Lord? And ſo that Pa- 


table of the good Samaritan; who ſeeing a 
poor Traveller left naked and wounded 
by inhuman Thieves, and by almoſt as ins 
human a Prieſt and Levite paſs d by and 
neglected, had Pity on him, and went to 
him, and bound up his Wounds, and ſat 
him on his Beaſt, and carried him to an 
Inn, and took Care of him. Who can read 
this, and not chooſe, but commend this pious 
Samaritan, and apply the Caſe, and ſay to 
himſelf, (if our Lord had not ſaid it,) G9 
thou, and do likewiſe? I ſhall name but 
.one more, and that 1s the Parable of the 


ten Virgins; though for five that are wiſe, 


J doubt there are five Times five that are 
fooliſh. - While the Bridegroom tarried, 
and they all lumber'd and ſlept, (the Fool- 
iſh flept, and even the Wile too ſlumber'd,) 
there was a Cry at Midnight, the Bride- 
groom cometh, and the Wiſe trim'd their 
Lamps, and ſtraightway met him, and went 
into the Marriage: But the fooliſh Virgins 
awaken'd in a Fright, and their Lamps 


quite gone out, and no "Oil i in their Veſſels, 
like Men ſcarce well awake, and not know- 


ing what they did, at firſt would have bor- 
towed, and then went to buy: But whilſt 
5275 Were gone on o fooliſh an Errand, 

dhe 


. 9 


. 
— 
1 * . 
” 
ICS > tt IO os ea — 
— 
mou — — 
— 8 8 + 
— —_— . __— 1 
ny — 9 et — 
— ho 9 82 
3 — = 
—— — > — ry 8 . 
N —ů 
» „ 


"1 
— — —— — — cm 
— —— . —EU4— 

— - -- —— — 
— —— 


SO 
— 
— 


ſio SERMON . 


the Door was ſhut, and they for ever ex- 
cluded; and all their Arguings, and all 
their Entreatings, and all their Prayers and 
Tears, could not get them Admittance, 
Who can read this, and not infer, and con- 
clude, and make the ſame Application, 
with our Bleſſed Saviour? Watch there- 
fore, for ye know neither the Day nor the 
our wherem the Son of Man cometh, 
Who does not ſee, and who does not trem- 
ble at the infinite Danger of a late, haſty, 
and hurried Repentance? I might inſtance 
in more, but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, 
that our Sayiour's, and all wiſe Parables, 
(and his were all very wiſe,) are eaſily ap- 
plicable. There 1s ſo much of Guilt, or 
10 much of Envy in moſt Part of Man- 
kind, that it is a very hard Matter to pro- 
poſe a Parable, but they ſhall preſently ap- 
ply it to themſelves, or to others. It is a 
Glaſs, or a Mirror, that ſhews all Men their 
Faces, both the Good and the Bad, the 
Spots and Wrinkles, the fair Colours and 
Beauties; and Men know themſelves ſo 
well too, they quickly perceive whether 
it makes them either worſe or better than 
they are, or whether it abuſes or flatters; 
And though, as St. James fays, A Man 
preſently forgets his own Face in a Glaſs, 
yet he is ſo well acquainted with his Fea- 
tures and nnn that he knows his 
Face 


SERMON I. 17 
Face at any Time when he ſees it, and 


necd not be told who he is, or what Man- | 
ner of Perſon. 


Anp thus I have endeavour'd to ſhew 
you the Uſefulneſs of this antient Way of 
inſtructing by Parables ; as that they are ea- 
fily underſtood, are eaſily . and 
are eaſily apply d. : 


Is TEA PD of entering on any Parable at 
preſent, I ſhall make ſome Inferences from 
theſe Particulars, which may ſerve to direct 


our Judgment i in hearing of Sermons, and 
ſach like. pions Diſcourſes; what we 


ſhould moſt affect, and what are moſt _ 
fying. 


AnD they are certainly in the firſt Place, 
ſuch as are plain, and eaſy to be under- 
ſtood. And for this, we have the Autho- 
rity of one of the beſt Preachers in the 
World, next our Saviour, and that is St. 
Paul the Apoſtle, who though he was of 
All the moſt learned and eloquent, and 
. he ſpake with more Tongues than 
„yet declares, that in the Church he 
had rather ſpeak five Words with his Un- 
derſtanding, that ſo he might teach others, 
than ten thouſand Words in an unknown 


"Tongue, or to ſpeak in a Tongue, though 
neyer 


12 SERMON I. 

never ſo common, is all one, if the Senſe 
be obſcure and unintelligible. It is aWon- 
der indeed, how any Men ſhould delight 
in hearing Things abſtruſe and difficult, 
which they cannot apprehend without 
Knitting their Brows, and bending their 
Forcheads, without a cloſe and ſevere In- 
tention of Mind, of which very few too are 
capable. Would he be thought a wiſe Son, 
or beliey'd to be hungry, that inſtead of 
Bread ſhould ask a Stone of his Father ? 
As it is in our natural, ſo is it alſo in our 
ſpiritual Food and Nouriſhment ;- that is 
uſually moſt wholeſome, that is plain and 
ſimple, and of caſy Digeſtion. And yet 
there are People of 10 depray*d a Taſte, 
and ſo vicious an Appetite, that nothing 
will down with them but only ſubtle and 
intricate Notions, and plain common Senſe 
is deſpis d. And yet all our Actions are 
eaſy and common; and there is nothing 
more plain than the Life of a Chriſtian. 
Nor do I at all queſtion, but a Man may 
more eaſily believe and be ſaved, than read 
over the. numerous and tedious Volumes, 
(much more underſtand them,) that have 
been written about Faith and Juſtification. | 
Can any Thing be plainer than the excel- 
lent Sermon of our Saviour on the Mount? 
Hard indeed to be practiſed, but not one 


* but at very firſt ory is cafily 
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SERMON I. 31 
Nunderſtood. Were Men but intent and re- 
olv'd on their Duty, they would chooſe and 
defire to have it expreſs d and told them in 
plain Terms, and not mix*d and involv'd 
with curious Notions and nice Speculations, 
that not only diſturb, but divert their 
Minds from the main of their Duty; like 
the ſubtle Traditions of thoſe antient Ca- 
ſuiſts and School-Divines of the Jews, 
their Scribes and Phariſees, that yoided the. 
Law, and made it of little or no Force and 
Effect: And yet there are Men whoſe 
Heads are fill'd with abſtracted Notions, 
and can talk whole Hours and Days toge- 
ther; and when they have done, (if there 
be any End of ſuch empty Diſputes,) are 
juſt where they began, and never the wi- 
ſer, and never the better; and therefore 
laying aſide all vain Affectation of unpro- 
fitable Queſtions and Oppoſition of Science, 
falſly ſo call'd, a Knowledge that puffs up, 
rather than edifies, let us ſeek, and deſire 
the ſincere Word of God, that is able to 
build us up, not only in the Faith, but in 
the real Practice of our holy Religion. 
And beſides the Ad vantage of plain Diſ- 
courſes, that they are eaſily underſtood, 
they are eaſily remember'd; for it is not. 
only difficult, but almoſt impoſſible to re- 
member a Diſcourſe which we ſcarce un- 


derſtood. We may retain, perhaps a confu- 
ſed 
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. SERMON I. 
ſed Notion of what we have heard, but it 
is ſoon loſt, and quickly forgotten. F 


THE next Inferenee I ſhall make from 


this Way of inſtructing and teaching by 
Parables, is, that we ſhould prefer ſuch 


kind of Diſcourſes, as are moſt eaſily re- 
member'd: And thoſe are not only ſuch as 


are plain and eaſy in themſel ves, but diſ- 


tinct and methodical. ? 


THERE is a Way (that is mightily ta- 
king with the preſent Age) of ſoft, eaſy, 
and gentle Diſcourſes, that flow ſmooth, 
without any Diſturbance, without any Stops 
of pedantick Quotations, without any 
Breaks of Heads or Diviſions ; and ſtrangely 
it pleaſes and diverts ſuch People as come on- 
ly to hear for their Pleaſure and Diverſion. 
But tis almoſt impoſſible, that any Thing 
of this ſhould be retained or remember'd: 
It may ſerye for the preſent, and abundant- 


1y fatisfy, and give Content, and may raiſe 
Delight, and, perhaps, Admiration ; and 


even the moſt obſerving, judicious, and cri- 
tical, cannot find the leaſt Fault, either in 
Thought or Expreſſion, all Zu and pro- 
per, and great and noble: And, perhaps, 
ſome few of better Capacity may percetye 


the Connexion; and though finely ſpun, 


and curiouſly wrought, may diſcern too the 
| Thread 


| SE EMON' 1 Ta, 
Thread of the whole Diſcourſe : But all 
this is perfectly loſt and thrown away on 
the Generality ; and to thoſe who have moſt 
Need of Inſtruction, and moſt Deſire and 
Mind to be inſtructed, it is all Amuſement, 
and little they underſtand, and leſs they re- 
member. . It is an old Obſervation, and 
(with the Leave of the prefent, or the 
coming Age,) never the worſe for being old 
or antient, that Mankind is apt to run into 
Extreams. And thus becauſe our honeſt 
Forefathers were perhaps too nice, and a 
little too minute, in dividing a Text or Por- 
tion of Scripture, and raiſing more Heads 
and Parts than they needed; thoſe that 
come after, out of the Abundance of their 
Wiſdom, or perhaps out of Pride, and a 
Fpirit of Contradiction, will have no Heads 
at all, no Parts or Diviſions; and a Text 
once named, it is dropp'd, and we hear no 
more of it after; entertain'd with a free 
and looſe kind of Eſſay, where often the 
firſt might be laſt, and the laſt might be 
firſt; and like the Text, the Diſcourſe is 
ſoon loſt and forgotten. Now this is cer- 
tainly an Error, and perhaps a greater on 
the other Extream. And becauſe we are 
ſpeaking of Parables, give me leave to il- 
luſtrate this Matter by a plain and familiar 
Alluſion: Suppoſe a Man were deſigning 
a Journey, and were told of two Ways; 
. % one 
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one rough and uneaſy, through Lanes and 
Fields, and little Encloſures ; the other a 
great deal more airy and pleaſant, through 
a fair, large, and open Country, without 
any Mannet of Bounds or Fences, without 
a Shrub or a Tree to hinder the Proſpect, 

but ſoft and ſmooth, and all Carpet Way, 
and wondrous eaſy, and ſtrangely delight- 
ful. Now if he really intended his Jour- 
ney, he would take the firſt Way, and 

leave the other to thoſe who intended no- 
thing but taking the Air, and an ouſt 
for their Flealure. 7 . U if 


WE RE "Men indeed more e to 
conſider, and retain what they hear, than. 
tis much to be fear'd they too uſually are, 
yet they could make but little of general 
Diſcourſes, without any Partitions and Reſts 


to the Memory. IP 


IHAVR touch'd upon a nice and tender 
Subject, yet cannot imagine that it needs 
Excuſe, if it be not taken by Hal ves in ei- 
ther Extream, and quite underſtood. How- 
ever, I ſhall cloſe it with another wiſe and 
old Obſervation ; That Mankind was al- 
ways given to Change, never knows when 
it is well; ſoon tired, and weary with the 
beſt State of Things; and whether it prove 


for the better or the worſe, it loves to be 
altering, | 


SERMON EB ww. 
'altering, and is fond of Variety. And yet 
there is certainly ſome Rule or Standard to 
judge of theſe Matters: And as all Men 
acknowledge that in the Auguſtan Age, the 
Roman Learning and Eloquence were at 
their Height and Perfection; ſo, might 1 
he permitted to aſſign a Time, when good 
uſeful Preaching was at the Height in this 
Church, (and perhaps any other,) I ſhould 
_ chooſe the latter Part of the laſt Century. 
I may be miſtaken; but I ſhould think the 
Church happy, had ſhe always as good; 
and yet may ſhe have every Day better 
and better Inſtructors. 


THe laſt Inference I ſhall make from 
this antient Way of teaching by Parables, 
is, that we ſhould prefer and deſire to hear 

ſuch kind of Diſcourſes, as are of Ule to 
ourſelves, as concern our own Caſe, ſuch 
as come home to us, and are cloſe and ap- 
plicable. There are many Things Men 
are fond, or at leaſt, are patient of hear- 
ing, as ſome nice Speculations, becauſe they 
give them no manner of Diſturbance; and 
they can hear them, and be never the 
worſe, that is, never the better, no Way 
re eo „ or at all moved and affect- 
ed. 


5 Vor. . . E Bur 
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Bur were Men in earneſt, and deſirous 
of knowing and mending their Faults, and of 
knowing and doing their Duty, they would 
{pare this, and be glad of ſomething more 
to their Purpoſe; ſomething they might 
apply, or could hardly avoid applying to 
their own Caſe and Concern ; and not only 
juſt told them, and barely laid down in a 
doctrinal Way, but preſs'd and urg'd upon 
them, with ſome Zeal and Affection, with 
the good old Way, of ſome warm and paſ- 
ſionate (though too much neglected. and 
diſus'd) Application. 


T sHALL conclude this Diſcourſe of the 
Knowledge and Benefit of teaching by Pa- 
rables, with that excellent Parable of Na- 
than the Prophet, who being ſent from God 
to reprove David for killing Uriah, and 
taking his Wife, came and told him this 
Story, ſo wiſely contriy'd, and ſo moving 
and affecting, as, though very well known, 
J cannot chooſe but relate: There were two 
Men, (ſays he,) in one City, the one rich, 
and the other poor: The rich Man had ex- 
ceeding many Hlochs and Herd; but the 
poor Man had nothing, ſave one little Eu- 
Lamb which be has bought and nouriſh'd, 


and it grew up ragether with him, and 
_ with 
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= 721th his Children: It did cat of 2 0Wwn 
= Meat, and drank of his own Cup, and lay 


in his Boſom, and was unto him as a 


Daughter. And there came a Traveller 
tro the rich Man, and he ſpared to take 
F his own Flock, and of his own Herd, 
To areſs for the Way-farmg Man, but took 


the 71 Man's Lamb, and dreſsd it for 
the Man that was come to him. And Da- 


.. vids Anger was kindled, and he ſaid to 


Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the Man 
that has done this Thing ſhall ſurely die, 


and he (hall reſtore the Lamb Fourfold : 


At which the Prophet made him this ſhort 
and cloſe Application, Thou art the Man; 
What Diſcourſe could he haye offer'd to 
David, either on the ſixth and ſeventh 


Commandment, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou 
ſhalt not commit Adultery, that could haye 


{mote him to the Heart like this Story or 
Parable ? He could not have made him more 
ſtartle and tremble, had he rais'd the very 
Spirit, or ſhewn him the Ghoſt of the 


murder'd *Urzah. This was the Subject, 


and this the Occaſion of his many pious 
and penitential Pſalms, which he has left 


to the Church for the Uſe and the Comfort 
of all great Sinners, and of all great Peni- 


tents. As great Sinners every Age and 
Nation, I fear, has produc'd, but never 
any a greater, or ſo great a Penitent. 
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May we conſider what has been ſaid, and 
Cod gide us a right Underſtanding in 
all Things. And that for Chriſt Feſuss 

ſake 3 to whom, with the Father, and 
the Bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour and 
Glory, now and for ever. . 
7 2 | i i 
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MAT T. xxv. 14, 15: 


For the Kingdom of Heaven is as a Man 
travelling into a far Country, who cal 
led his Servants, and delivered unto 
them his Goods. 

And unto one he gave five Talents, to auo- 
ther two, and to another one ; to every 
Man according to his ſeveral Abilities, 
and hoc. ear: took [21S Tours: 


0 may poſſibly remember 

JS 25 | that I —f— eee to dif. 

5 250 courſe on ſome of the Para- 

5 bles of our Saviour: And, 

ina general Preface, have en- 

deavoured to ſhew the great 

Uſe and Advantage of this antient Way 

of Inſtructing by Parables. And that chief. 
ly, from theſe three Conſiderations. 
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3 SERMON II. 


I. Tuar ſuch familiar Alluſions, or r.. | 


rables, are calily underſtood. 
II. Ax caſily remembered. And 
III. ARE eaſily applied. 


"Wl 1 ſort of Inſtruction, that has 


all theſe Properties, cannot be denied to be 
very uſeful and edify ing. | 


Thus far by Way of 9 T now 


proceed: 1 heck I ſhall not preſume 
to make any Compariſon between the Pa- 
rables of our Saviour, or prefer one to 
another, or ſay which is the beſt, when they 
are all of them excellent; yet fince I can- 
not expect either Life or Opportunity to go 
through them all, and in ſo very good a 


Choice, there can be no chooſing amiſs, I 


ſhall begin with this of the Talents; which 


puts us in Mind of the ſtrict and ſevere Ac- 


count we muſt render of all the Gifts and 
Graces of God Almighty. 1 


Ir is ſaid indeed in the Parable here, that 


after a long Time the Lord came and rec- 
kon'd with theſe Servants. And it is true 
he has ſtay'd a long Time with many, with 
my of us here PR and much longer 

| | than 
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= chan we deſeryed : And yet it is as true, that 
he has called many others long ſince, | to an 


Account; and what Account they have gi- 

ven is only known to themſelves and God 
Almighty. If faithful and diligent, they are 
happy beyond Expreſſion; if ſlothful and 
wicked, they are inexpreſſibly miſerable, 
caſt into outer Darkneſs, with the unprofi- 
table Servant, and there to lie een 
and wailing to Eternity, 


In ſpeaking to this Parable, I ſhall not, 
as is uſual, and a very good Method too, 


firſt conſider the Circumſtances apart by 
themſelves ; but ſhall rather diſcourſe on 


the chief Heads of the Parable, and, as I go 
along, ſhall take in the Circumſtances which 
will both enlighten and enliven the Diſ- 
courſe 3 and make it leſs tedious, and no 
leſs inſtructive, and more like a Parable. 


Now the chief Heads of this Parable 
ſeem to be thele : | | 


1. Trar God has given Men ſeyeral 
Talents. | 


. e he will call them to Account 
for the Uſe of theſe Talents. | 


E III. Thar 


2 
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III. Tnar thoſe, who have uſed them 
well ſhall be graciouſly rewarded, and thoſe 
who have uſed them ill, ſhall ſeverely be 
puniſhed. There may be other Patticulars, 

but to theſe, I conceiye, they may all be 
reduced. =o 17 | 


I. I BxGin with the Firſt. That God 
has given Men ſeveral Talents. By Ta- 
lents we may underſtand either the Gifts 
of Nature, which are the Gifts too of God, 
or the Gifts and Graces of his Holy Spirit. 
Now theſe, it is plain, that God has diſtri- 
buted in divers Manners, and in different 
Proportions, not only to ſingle Perſons, but 
to whole Ages and Nations. Some Ages 
have been dark, and ſtupid, and ignorant; 
and others as curious, inquiſitive, and in- 
telligent. Some over- run with Blindneſs, 
and Superſtition, and ready to believe every 

Thing; others as ſceptical, doubting, diſ- 
puting, and denying firſt Principles, and 
believing little or nothing. And as Ages, 
ſo Nations: Some ſitting in Darkneſs and 
the Shadow of Death; others enjoying the 
Light of the Goſpel: And, of theſe ſome 
in leſs, and ſome in greater Degrees of Per- 
fection. And, as Ages and Nations; ſo 
particular Perſons : Some endow'd with 
great Parts and Abilities, of a clear Judg- 

; DDE, | 8 ment, 
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Providence: And the ſame Perſons, with 
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| ment, and a quick Apprehenſion; and others 


of as heavy and a flow Underſtanding : 


* Some of vaſt and large, others of little and 


narrow Capacities. And, as Moſes acknow- 


ledged and complain'd of himſelf, that he 


was not cloquent, ſome ſlow of Speech and 
hard of Utterance ; and others as ready, 
of a fluent Tongue, and a voluble Elo- 


quence. And thus, as in Statures, ſo in 


the Mind of Men, there are different Pro- 
tions. Some are large of Soul, and al- 


moſt exalted beyond the Rate of Mankind; 
and others as depreſſed, and very little of 


Thought, and of low Underſtandings. 


Bur what is ſtranger yet, and more to 
our Purpoſe ; ſome born of excellent Tem- 
pers, of rowardly Diſpoſitions, and virtuous 
Inclinations ; and ſome of as ſtrong and ob- 
ſtinate Averſions, of perverſe, untoward, 
and vicious Conſtitutions : And to bring 
them to any Thing of Good and Virtuous, 


by ſoftand gentle, or ſevere and harſh Me- 


thods, is aimoſt as difficult, as to change 


their Natures ; to give them new Diſpoſi- 


tions, and new Inclinations. And thus, 


as the Wind bloweth whither it liſteth, 


aud we hear the Sound, but know mot 


whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth ; 


Po are the Gifts of God's Holy Spirit ; and 


the various and wonderful Diſpenſations of 


the 
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26 SERMON I. 
the ſame Advantages, and the ſame Oppor- 


tunities of a like good Education, ſhall dif- 
fer excecdingly ; and ſome be Profligates, 
and ſome excellent Men, and excellent 
Chriſtians : And in the ſame Houſe and 
the ſame Family, ſome Veſſels of Wrath, 
and ſome Veſſels of Honour. And, as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, Who zs ſufficient for theſe 
Things ? Who able to explain, or to give 
an Account of God's wondrous Proceed- 
ings ? If, as Elihu told Fob, God gives 
not Account of any of his Matters, it is 
in vain for us Men to ſeek after a Reaſon : 


The beſt Reaſon in the World is his own 


holy Will, and his own good Pleaſure. 
He declares, indeed, in the Sequel of this 
Parable, that he gives to every Man ac- 
cording to his Ability, Though, I doubt, 
almoſt every Man is apt to think other- 
wiſe, and is ready to complain of his un- 
equal Diſtribution. However, their very 


Complaint is a Confeſſion and Acknowledg- 


ment of this Truth; and the Envy of ſome, 
and the Pride of others, a clear Proof that 
he gives Men ſeveral Talents. And as 


to every one's Share, it is certainly reaſon- 


able to believe that God is beſt able to 
judge of their Capacities ; and, though 
perhaps every Man is for receiving five Ta- 
lents; yet when he comes to Account, he 
himſelf may defire, and wiſh, perhaps, he 

Wo | 5 had 
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had received but one Talent; will then 
nad his Miſtake, and perceive what a Stran- 

ger he was to himſelf, and how little he 
was acquainted with his own Abilities. 

II. I roc EED therefore to the ſecond 
Propoſition: That God will call all Men 
to Account, for the Uſe or Abuſe of their 
ſeyeral Talents. And this 1s ſo reaſonable, 
that not only the good Servant that receiy*d 
two, and the other that received five Talents, 
but the ſlothful and wicked, though he 
made no Preparation, yet expected and 
knew too, that he ſhould be called to Ac- 
count, He had the fame Charge given 
him with both the other Servants; and was 
as certain as they were, that his Lord would 
return: And though he was ſo weak, ſo 
fooliſh, or ſo fearful, as to charge him with 
Severity, yet even this falſe Imputation, 
inſtead of excuſing, (like all fooliſh Ex- 
cuſcs,) ſerved only to aggravate and increaſe. 
his Offence. And if he thought his Lord 
fo hard and auſtere, as to expect to reap 
where he had not ſown, and to gather where 
he had not ftrew'd, he could not but ima- 
gine, he would expect to reap where he 
had ſtrew'd and ſcatter'd. And, therefore, 
he not only deſerved the Title of a ſloth- 
ful and wicked, but an impudent Servant, 
and ſtood ſelf- condemned; and inſtead of 
„„ Innocent, 


—— — — — — Rs, 
— — — 


—— 


— — 
a 2 a — 


— 
— — — — — 
7 ——— _ — 
— — = — 
— — — — 

— oh _ — — 
— 2 Y 4 
— 4 "VA 2 2 
Ee - — 


— 7 — 
— 
F n 
— — = 
— = — 
wy — — 
. < 
2 
a 
_ 


28 SERMON IL 

innocent, pleaded even guilty, by his own 
Confeſſion. It is the Opinion of ſome, that 
this ſlothful Servant did not only hide his 
Talent in the Earth, out of mere Sloth 
and Idleneſs, but out of Fear and Suſ- 
picion ; as that it might either be taken or 
ſtollen away; or, - ſhould he venture it 
abroad in trading, or put it out to Uſe, or 
let it at Intereſt, he might loſe it; for which 
yet he knew he was reſponſible to his Lord, 
and for which he knew he could neyer make 
him Satisfaction. And therefore he hid it 


too, for better Security; and accordingly 


tells his Lord at his Return, 'Lo, there 
thou haſt that which is thine, the ſame thou 


gaveſt me, whole and intire, never once 


touched, or in the leaſt diminiſhed. 


Bur, beſides, that this is carrying the 


Metaphor a little too far, and ſtretching the 


Allegory till we break it in Pieces; all 
this is not true yet in the Application, and 
quite otherwiſe in the moral Senſe of the 


Parable. For though a Man may be ſpoilꝰd 


of his Treaſure, or if he venture his Stock 
among the Money-Changers, though of 
very good Credit, and very good Ability; 
yet in ſuch a World of Deceit and F alſhood, | 


and ſuch a World too of Chances and Ac- 


cidents, he may loſe it ; and not only the 
Uſe, but Principal; yet in natural Parts, or 
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5 in the Gifts and Graces of God's Holy Spi- 


rit, the Truth is quite contrary. Theſe 


are a Treaſure, which, as Moths cannot 


corrupt; ſo neither can Thieves break 


thorough and ſteal. No Man was ever in 


Danger of loſing his natural Parts, by Uſe 
and Exerciſe. This is the Way not only 
of improving,' but preſerving his Talents ; 
and the brighteſt and fineſt Parts in the 
World, without a conſtant, or at leaſt a 
very frequent Employment, will fade and 
decay, and grow ruſty and canker d. Had 


the Lord in this Parable, entruſted this 
; ſlothful (or careful) Servant, with this 


ſingle Talent, only to keep it for him, till 
his Return ; yet in the moral Senſe, he 
could not have done that, without Trading 
or Trafficking, without ſtill uſing and em- 


ploying his Talent. He could not have 


given him his own again, but it muſt be 


increaſed, or it would be diminiſhed. The 
Grace of God, and the Gifts of Nature, 


are never at a Stand; if they do not im- 
prove, they will be impaired. Man, in 
this Senſe too, never continues in one Stay; 
if he grow not better, and go every Day 
forward, he will grow worſe too, and go 
every Day backward. And therefore that 
Servant, that hides his Talent in the Earth, 


or wraps it in a Napkin, that buries his 
Parts or lets them lie idle, does really 


waſte 
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waſte and imbezil his Talent, does utter 
ly loſe it, and when called to Account, wil 
have none to produce. Men may think 
what they pleaſe, that they are at Liberty 
to uſe, or not to uſe their Talents, to live 
as they liſt, without Controul, and are not 
accountable to their Fellow- Servants; 16h 
they muſt too confeſs, that their honeſt and 
induſtrious Example is a Shame and Re- 
' proach to their Sloth and Idleneſs. How- 
ever, though perhaps their Fellow-Servants 
cannot, or may not call them to Account, 
yet their Lord can, and will, and much 
more ſeverely : And how will they be able 
to excuſe their Negligence to their great 
Lord and Maſter, which they could not 
excuſe, even to enn or their poor 
Fellow. Servants 7 


III. T HIRDLY, As God has given Men 
| ſeveral Talents, and will call them to Ac- 
count for their Talents; ſo, in the laſt 
Place, thoſe who have uſed them well ſhall 
be graciouſly rewarded ; and thoſe who have 
uſed them ill, or not uſed them at all, ſhall 
wyerely be puniſhed, 


Ir is, indeed, as to this Kind of Talents, 
not to uſe them at all, a Thing almoſt im- 
poſlible : They will be ill, and fooliſhly, 
and wickedly, if not well, and wiſely, and 


piouſl y 
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piouſly employꝰd. Now it is ſaid in the 


, wil Parable, that when the Lord returned, and 
think began to reckon with his Servants, he who 
berty received foe Talents, brought him five 
> live WW other, and he who received two, brought 
e not him two other Talents. Upon which he 
yet commended them as good faithful Seryants, 

t and and in Reward of their honeſt Pains and 
Re. Induſiry, commanded them to enter into 
Low-W the Joy of their Lord. Almighty Joy! for 
rants BF Scrvants not only to be releaſed from their 
unt, Work, and diſcharged from their Labour, 
uch but ſuffered to ſhare in the Joy of their 
able Maſter ; to partake of his State, and Ho- 
reat WW nour, and Happineſs; a Joy the moſt un- 
not ſpeakable, and full of Glory ! It is not ea- 
eſo) y ſy to conceive with what Fears and Ap- 


rehenſions the ſlothful Servant was poſſeſ- 

ſed; what he thought or imaginꝰd would 

len become of him for his Idleneſs, when he 
\c- ſtood by and heard, and ſaw his Fellow- 
Servants ſo highly commended, and ſo ex- 
ceedingly rewarded. However he comes 
on with his hypocritical Confeſſion : Lord, 
1 knew thee an hard and auſtere Man ; 
reapeſt where thou hadſt not ſown, and 
 gathereſt where thou hadſt not ſtrew'd ; 
and was therefore afraid, and went and 
hid thy Talent. And was this likely to ex- 
cuſe his Idleneſs; to move his Lord to 
Compaſſion ? and not rather proyoke him 
| 1 „ to 
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to Wrath and Indignation, to ſee him thus 
inſolently charge his own Negligence on 
his Maſter's Severity? What could he ex- 


pect, but the Sentence he received? to be 


caſt into utter Darkneſs, a Place of weeping 


and wailing, of Sorrow too, unſpeakable, 


and full of Miſery? And thus in the Pa- 


rable has our Saviour repreſented the final 


State and Condition of all good and faith- 
ful, and all wicked and ſlothful Chriſtians; 
of thoſe who uſed and improved, and of 
thoſe who neglected the Means of Salva- 
tion. It concerns us all to conſider this 
ſeriouſly ; for one of theſe two, either 
Happineſs or Miſery, will be the Portion 
of every one of us here preſent : Though 


we know not which, yet eyery one of us 


certainly will be eternally happy, or eter- 
nally miſerable. And, Good God ! can 
we think of this, and not tremble ? Can 
any Man believe (and it is almoſt impoſ- 
ſible he ſhould believe otherwiſe) that he 
ſhall be happy or wretched for eyer, and 
yet never think which of theſe ſhall be 
his Condition ? Or 1s not his lying idly or 
careleſly, a very ſhrewd Sign, and a ſtrong 


Preſumption, that he ſhall be wretched, 


and cannot avoid being wretched for ever? 
Does he behold this idle and unprofitable 
Servant caſt forth into utter Darkneſs, and 
does he not perceive he ſhall certainly fol- 

l low, 
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low, and there weep and wall, as idly as 

be lived too, and no leſs unprofitably ? 

No Man that has but the Patience to con- 

fider this Parable, but may eaſily diſcern 

what will be the End of his own Way of 
living. And if he live idly, while he 1s 

reading this Story, does as clearly read his 
own Fortune and Sentence, as though it 

| were-pronounced and paſt upon him already. 

His Lord will come though he ſtay a long 

Time; the longer his Lord ſtays, his Doom 

will only be ſo much the heavier. He will 

be caſt the farther out of his Preſence, and 

: Luvs ſo much the lower into utter Dark- 

neſs. | 


AnD thus I have cleared the chief Points 
of this Parable ; which yet of themſelves 
are ſo clear and evident, as indeed are all 
the Parables of our Saviour, as they hard- 
ly ſeem to need or want Explication. How- 
ever, I haye explained and inſiſted on theſe 
as far as was neceſſary : As, 


THAT God has given Men ſeveral T alents. 


Tur he will call them to Account for 
the Uſe of their Talents, 


f Trar thoſe who hawe uſed them well 
hall be graciouſly rewarded ; and thoſe 
D | who 


Sen * 


who have ill uſed them, or not uſed thin 
at all, ſhall ſeyerely be puniſh'd, _ 


THERE are many good Inferences, may 
be drawn from each of theſe Particulars: 
But I ſhall content myſelf at preſent with 
a few from the firſt ; reſerving the reſt to 
another Opportunity. 


ANp, Firſt ; This Doctrine, That God 
has given Men ſeveral Talents, may teach 
us, it is every Man's Duty and Intereſt to 
ſtudy, and learn, and underſtand his own. 
Talents. To know what it is, (ſuppoſing 

it be ſomething that is good and virtuous, ) 
for which by Nature he was formed and 
deſign'd; of what he is moſt capable, and 
in What he is moſt likely to ſucceed and 
excel. And when, upon a due examining 
himſelf, he ſhall diſcover his Temper and 
natural Inclination (ſuppoſing ſtill it be 
honeſt and virtuous) to cheriſh and im- 
prove, to purſue and proſecute it with all 
his Endeavours. And this, in ſome kind, 
or other, may make him excellent, or more 
uſeful and ſerviceable to the World in his Ge- 
neration: And the Want of this has occaſionꝰd 
ſo many Miſtakes in the World, and ſo many 
Miſcarriages. Men think they have Talents, 
which they never recety'd; which God never 

ave them, and of thoſe they are fondeſt, ne- 
* choſe Talents, which they have re- 
ceiyed: ; 
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Wh ceived : And thus they are often ſpend- - 
ing their Labour and Pains to no Purpoſe, 
and make little Proficiency. It is all ſtriv- 
ing againſt the Stream, againſt the ſtrong 


vith and impetuous Current of Nature; and they 
to toil in vain, and waſte their Strength, loſe 
Time and Ground, often forced to lie ſtill, 
"od and often drove backwards. i Whereas 4 
10 Man that underſtands his Abilities, knows 
ty his Gifts and his Talents, his Powers and 
wn Capacities; and takes the Way (till ſup- 
Wn poling it honeſt) to which his Genius 
ng | IN a | 
s,) = prompts and directs, goes along with the 
nd | Tide, and fails with the Wind, or flies be- 
d fore it, and makes a wonderful Progreſs. 
: 3 Like the good Servant in the Parable, im- 


proves and increaſes his Stock of Nature, 
'S makes an ample Return of the Gifts of 
God, and doubles his Talent. 


be 
a Bur, Secondly ; As we are obliged to 
J conſider and underſtand ; ſo when we do 
al underſtand, we are no leſs obliged to be 
. content with our Talents. To be quiet 
4 and ſatisfied, though we have not ſo great 

or ſo many as others. We are not to mur- 
* mur or repine, to look with an envious 
” Eye on another's Endowments. If he have 
4 two, he muſt gain two more; and if he 


have five, he muſt gain five other Talents. 
And why ſhould we envy ? Why rather 
ſhould not we and himſelf be afraid he 

2 Ls will 
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will never anſwer his great Obligations? 
We are now, perhaps, very fond and de- 
ſirous of receiving as many Talents as poſ- 
fible: And thoſe of all Kinds, of Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, of Wealth and Riches, 
of Power and Honour ; and even of Eaſe, 
and Leiſure, and Liberty. But, as we 
would be Maſters, ſo would we be Ser- 
vants too of all theſe Talents, and be cal- 
led to Account. We would have them, 
indeed, but we would not be queſtioned 
what we did with them; whether we impro- 
ved or abuſed them all, to our own Shame, 
and our Maſter's Diſhonour? Do we not 
daily ſee People poſſeſſed of all theſe Ta- 
lents, of Knowledge and Riches, of Power 
and Honour, of Leiſure and Liberty, and 
abuſe them all to Sin and Vanity, to their 
utter Ruin, and their eternal Deſtruction? 
We enyy, perhaps, their enjoying of theſe 
Things; but do we envy their Reckoning? 
Is not the Thought enough to make not 
only them, but us to tremble? We have 
all, God knows, even the pooreſt, more 
Talents than we know how well and wiſe- 
ly to manage. However our Comfort is, 
if we are faithful in a little, we ſhall be 
plentifully rewarded : If we receive but 
one Talent, and add one more to it, we 
ſhall as certainly enter into the Joy of our 
, as they who received either two or 
five 


3 f 


ve Talents; and perhaps too, more hum 
bly, more joyfully, and thankfully. 


Bur, Thirdly. As we are not to look 
with an envious Eye on thoſe who have 
more Talents than ourſelves, ſo neither are 
we to look with a ſcornful Eye, on thoſe 
who have leſs or fewer Talents. Tis a Que- _ 
ſtion of St. Paul, who had as many Talents 
as any of the Apoſtles, and no doubt too, a 
| Queſtion which he asked himſelf, as well as 
others, What haſt thou, which thou didit 
not receive? And if thou haſt nothing, which 
| thou didſt not receive, why doſt thou boaſt ? 
Why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? 
| He who gave thee all theſe, could have gi- 
ven him as many ; and he gave thee the more, 
and him too the fewer, for this Deſign, and 
this only Reaſon, that thou ſhouldſt ſupply 
his Wants and Defects. He has a Right 
to ſhare in thy Knowledge, and he has a Pro- 
perty in thy Eſtate; he has a Title to all 
thine Honours. Thy Power was given thee 
for his Protection, thy Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge for his Inſtruction. That, as the 
ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks on another Occaſion, 
Thy Abundance may be a Supply for others 
Wants, that there may be an Equality. And 
then, as it is written, He that gathers much 
doll have nothing over, and he that gathers 
little will have no Lack, When all Men 
D3 bring 
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bring in their Gifts and Talents, (as the fir 
Chriſtians their Wealth,) and Diſtribution 


is made to every one according to his Neeq; 


and they themſel ves too will be the richer, 


ta ſee others enriched by their Liberality. 
And, therefore, that Servant that has two 


or five Talents, and makes no other Uſe of 


them but to pleaſe his Vanity, and prides 
himſelf and deſpiſes others, 1s not only an 


. unprofitable, but a wicked, unjuſt, and un- 


grateful Servant. And when he appears 
before his Lord, may ſee his Talents taken 
away from him, and given to him that had 
but one Talent. I conclude with a ſhort 
Petition of the Church. 


O Lord, ue be eech thee, leave us not af 
 trtute of thy manifold Gifts, nor yet of 
Grace to uſe them alway to thy Ho- 
noun and Glory, through Je ſus Chriſt 
our Lord. And the Grace of our Lord 
Je ſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and 
the Fellowſhip of the wy Ghoſt, be with 


1s all evermore. Z 
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LUKE xii. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


He ſpake alſo this Parable : Acer ais Man 


had a Fig-Tree in his Vineyard, and he 
came _ ſought Fruit thereon, and found 
2010. i 


Then ſaid he unto the Dreſſer of his Vine- 


yard, behold, theſe three Tears I come ſeek- 
ing Fruit on this Fig-Tree, and find none: 
cut it down, why cumbreth it the Ground £ 
And he anſwering, ſaid unto him, Lord, let 
it alone this Tear alſo, till I ſhall dig 
about it, and dung it; 
And if it bear Fruit, well; and if not, then 
after that thou ſhalt cut it down. 


E may obſerve in this Parable, 

$1 theſe four Particulars, that de- 

ſerve our ſerious and attentiye 
} Conſideration. 


I. Tux Goodneſs of God to Sinners, in 
walting for their Repentance. 


P © _- aus 
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II. His Goodneſs to them ; and his Kind- 


neſs in Admoniſhing, in giving them 


Warning, and calling them to Repen- 


tance. 


III. Hrs Grace and Favour to them, in 
caſe they do repent. 5 


IV. ANd, Fourtbly and Laſtly, His 
Juſtice on all incorrigible and im peni- 
jj 


I. IBEOIN with the Firſt: The Goodneſs 
of God to Sinners, in waiting for their Re- 
Pentance. . | x 


Axp this is deſcribed here in a very | 
lively and affecting Manner, by the Good | 
Lord of the Vineyard his coming ſo con- 
ſtantly, ſo duly from Year to Year, and | 


for three Years together, ſtill ſeeking and 


hoping to find ſome Fruit on the Fig- Tree. 
And we cannot but imagine, he tarried 
ſome Years too before his firſt Coming, and 
did not come as ſoon as ever the Fig-Tree 
was planted ; but ſtay'd till the Time of 
Fruit, till the juſt and proper Seaſon ; and 
yet the oftner he came, and {till fuller of 


Expettation, and with more and greater 


Hopes, he was but the more 9 
. 3 1 19 


* 5 
Fr, 
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is the Opinion of a pious and a good old 
Expoſitor, and though it may ſeem a little 
too fanciful and allegorical, yet in a Pa- 
rable, which is but an Allegory, ſuch Fan- 
cies may be allow'd, ſo long as they do not 
prejudice the chief Deſign of the Parable; 
that by the Lord of the Vineyard his com- 
ing from Year to Year, and for three Years 
| together, may be underſtood or repreſent- 
ed the three great Stages of human Life, 
Youth, Manhood, and old Age: In In- 
fancy and Childhood he looks for little or 
nothing, and Leaves and Bloſſoms is as much 
as he expects : But in Youth, and when 
we come to Years of Diſcretion, he expects 
to find ſome Fruit, and more yet in our 
| Manhood. And even in old Age, though 
we bear not ſo much Fruit, we ſhould be 
fair and well-liking. It is true, indeed, 
and evident to our daily Experience, that 
all Men do not reach to every one of theſe 
Stages ; and many fall ſhort either in the 
firſt or the ſecond, and few arrive to the 
' laſt Stage; and when too they are arrived, 
think *twas ſcarce worth the while, they 
are ſo quite tired and wearied. And yet even 
this Obſeryation, though it ſeem to contra- 
dict, does rather improve and enforce the 
Compariſon. If many are taken away in 
„the Days of their Vouth, it may teach the 
Voung to think that it might have been 
f. their 
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their Condition. Thoſe who are gone be- 


fore, did perhaps as wiſely, and as reaſon- 
ably, or rather as weakly and as fooliſhly, 
expect to live as long as thoſe who ſur- 


— 


vive. And as they were, ſo might theſe 


have been deceived in their Ex pectation. 


Theſe, as well as thoſe, might have gone 
to the Grave; and thoſe, as well as theſe, 
have been in the Land of the Living. They 


are all (as our Saviour ſpeaks on another 


Occaſion) like two Men in a Field, one ta- 
ken, and the other left : And thoſe who are 
lett, ſure have ſomething elſe to do than 


be idle, or think they are only left to walk 


: about, and take their Pleaſure; there is 
Work for them in the Field too, as well 
as in the Vineyard. 


On if they have paſt the firſt Stage, and 
arrived to that of Manhood, it concerns 
them not only out of Gratitude to God Al- 


mighty, to be fruitful in good Works, but 


to be abundantly fruitful; and the more ſo, 
if their Youth were ſpent idly and unpro- 
fitably : They are then (as in the ſeven 


good Years in the Land of Egypt) to lay 


up more Stores, and make greater Proviſions; 
and that as well i in Regard of the Scarci- 


ty before, as of the ill and hard Years, that 


are like to come after. 


Ox 


ing, and prevent t 


Ox if they are got to the third Stage, it 
behoves them then more ſpeedily to be 


| fruitful, and to make amends for their long 
| Backwardneſs and Unfruitfulneſs; and if they 


do not, they can look for nothing then, but 


utter Extirpation. 


TuERE is, indeed, anather little ſhort 
Stage, to which almoft all Men at laſt do 
arrive; and that is, a Sick and Death-Bed: 
To ſome it is ſo ſudden, and ſo ſhort, it is 
ſcarce diſeernable; rather a Step than a Stage, 
and paſt over in a Moment: And even to 
thoſe to whom it holds a few Minutes lon- 
ger, it is ſure the worſt Time of all, the 
moſt unfit and unlikely Seaſon, to bring 
forth good Fruit, when the Tree is juſt fal- 
ling, or dried up and wither'd. 


Bur not to inſiſt on this: Beſides theſe 
great and diſtinct Periods of human Life, the 
Goodneſs of God to Sinners in walting for 
their Repentance, is conſtant and continual. 
His Mercies (as the Prophet ſpeaks) are 
new every Mornin 75 and new every Even- 

e Night-Iatches ; and 
waking or ſleeping we = not only Inſtan- 


ces, but Wonders of his Patience: It is of 


the Lord's Mercies we are not every Hour 
or r every Moment conſumed. When we 
reflect 
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reflect with ourſelves, how frequently, how 
perpetually, and how grievouſly we offend W 
him, it is hard to imagine which is the grea- 
ter Miracle, his creating us out of nothing, 
or his forbearing to reduce us to nothing 
again. That was a great Work; yet this 
(rightly conſider d) is harder for him, and 
as hard for us to concei ve. We ſee them both, 
and at both we ſtand amaz'd and aftoniſh'd. 
As that has often proved, ſo this has almoſt 
called his Being in Queſtion ; ungratefully 
enough! When this is the very Reaſon, which 
he has given us himſelf, of his Patience and 
Long ſuffering, That he is God, and not 
Man; and God too, no leſs in reſtraining, 
than exerting his Power, in forbearing to de- 
ſtroy us, than at firſt in creating. 


II. Bur, Secondly. The Goodneſs of 
God to Sinners is not only great and wonder- 
ful in waiting and expecting, but in frequent- 
ly admoniſhing, in giving them Warning, and 
calling them to Repentance. Did he no- 
thing but look on, and only let them alone, 
and out of the Greatneis or Goodneſs of 
his Nature, flight and neglect them, and 
deſpiſcd their AHronts : out of a noble and 
_ generous Diſpoſition, were unmoved and 
unconcerned at ſuch poor little impotent 
Offenders : Did he only ſuffer them to go 
on in their F ollies, and lay nothing, and 


428 


— ER MON III. 45 


how WW held his Peace; yet his Patience were won- 
fend derful. But this is not enough; this is much 
rea- too little for infinite Goodneſs, and infinite 
ing, WE Holineſs; for a God that is more concern'd 
ung for the Sins of Men, than they are them- 
this ſelves, than they are, for even their own 
and Ruin and Miſery. He looks not on them 
oth, either with a regardleſs or a ſcornful Eye; 
hd. no, nor with an angry one, but an Eye 
10ſt of Pity : He calls upon them many, all 
lly BY Manner of Ways, as many Ways as they 
ich ſin, he calls upon them to repent : He calls 


ind upon them, too, a thouſand Times; as ma- 


not ny thouſand Times as they fin, he calls upon 
ng, them to repent. He does not in this Senſe, 
de- like the Lord of the Vineyard, come one 


= Year and go away, and ſtay till another; 
but ſtands by them, and over them, and 

of calls upon them continually, and they hear 
his Voice, like Adam in the Garden, and 
the dreadful Sentence of, Cut it den; why 
cumbers it the Ground? is ſtill ſounding 
in their Ears, and they fear and tremble 
every Time they offend. By the ſoft and 
ſecret Whiſpers of Conſcience, by the kind 
and gentle Motions of his Spirit, by the 
Voice of his Angels, his Prieſts, and his 
Miniſters; by the Word of his Goſpel, 


cy, he calls, he invites, he entreats them 
to repent: And if all theſe will not do or 
| prevail, 


that Goſpel of Peace, and Grace, and Mer- 
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46 SERMON III. 
revail, he calls upon them louder, by the 

s Clamours of a guilty Conſcience, 

of a troubled Mind and a wounded Spirit; 


by the Terrors of the Lord, which if they 
cannot perſuade, might ſcare, at leaſt, and 


frighten them to Repentance. And if theſe 


will not do, he calls upon them by outward 
Calamities ; by Sorrows and Afflictions; by 
the Loſs of Eſtates, of Friends, of Health, 
and almoſt of Life itſelf; he throws chem 
ſometimes on the Bed of Sickneſs; and if 
any of his Methods bring them to Confeſ- 
ſion, he takes them down from the Rack, 
and receives them to Mercy. 


III. Tur Third Inſtance of Godꝰs Good- 
neſs to Sinners, is his Grace and Favour to 
them in caſe they repent. The Keeper 
of the Vineyard here deſires his Lord, that 
he would ſpare the Fig- Tree for one Vear 
longer, till he ſhould dig about it, and dung 
it; and if it bore Fruit, well; then he ſup- 


poſed that his Lord would 'be contented 


to let it ſtand in the Vineyard, and would 

ardon the former Want of Fruit in Hopes 
it would have more for the future; or, 
like the Land that refted in the Year of 
Sabbath, it would bring forth the Fruit 
of three Years together. It is a wonder- 


ful Inſtance of God?s Goodneſs, and Mercy, 


to receive Sinners into his Grace and Fayour 


on ſuch eaſy Terms as Repentance; and yet as 


eaſy 


SERMON III. 4 


eaſy as they are, the Terms too are ne- 
ceſſary; for notwithſtanding his own infi- 


nite Mercy, and the infinite Satisfaction of 


his Son, and our Saviour, he cannot be re- 
conciled to impenitent Sinners: But, if they 
return, though their Sins have been as 
Purple, as fiery, red, and as bluſhing as 
Scarlet, they ſhall all be forgiven, and them- 
ſelves ſhall be whiter than Snow : The 
very Dye ſhall be taken away; or but ſo 
much remain, as may cover them ſometimes 


with a modeſt Bluſh, that ſhall add to 
their Beauty. And what a powerful Mo- 
tive, what a mighty Encouragement, what 
= a ſtrong Temptation is this ro Repentance, 
that all our paſt, not only Negleds, but 
= our paſt Offences ſhall be forgot and For- 

given? That although we had been for ma- 


ny Years ſo unfruitful, or worſe than un- 
fruitful, and inſtead of Figs, as though we 
had either been Buſhes or Brambles, and 
had brought forth nothing but Thorns 
and Briars ; yet if at laſt we repent, and 
bear good Fruit, we ſhall not only be 
abundantly pardon'd, but abundantly re- 
warded ? Shall ſtay in the Vineyard, as long 
as we are able to ſtand, or grow; and when 
we are done, and can no longer, and bear 
little Fruit, or Fruit ſcarce worth the bear- 
ing, we ſhall then be removed to a richer 


Soil, and a more fruitful Climate, and ſhall 


bring 
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bring forth more, and better Fruit too than 
eyer. But if by any, or all theſe Methods 
we are not reclaim'd, we cannot but expe& 
the Sentence ſhould paſs here, Cut it down, 


why cumbers it Phe Ground? 


THE Fourth and Laſt Particular; : and 
that is, 1 
IV. Tun Juſtice of God on all incor- 


rigible and impenitent Sinners. And this 


is no more than every wiſe Man, that is ei- 


ther Lord or Keeper of a Vineyard, does 
in the like Caſe himſelf: And though he 
may be troubled to part with a Tree which 
perhaps he had planted, of which he was 
fond, and with which he was very much 
pleaſed and delighted, had often pruned, 
had frequently water'd, had conſtantly at- 


tended, and ſpent a great deal of Care up- 


on it, and a great deal of Pains, and with 
a great deal of Pleaſure; yet, after all, if 
it bear no Fruit, (though it goes to his 
Heart,) he cuts it down, and caſts it away 
as a Shame and Offence to himſelf and his 


Vineyard : He ſuffers it no longer to cum- 


ber the Ground; but roots it up, and ſets 
another and better Tree in the Place, that 
will bring forth his Fruit in due Seaſon. 
And thus God does, and 1s almoſt con- 


ſtrained, and forced to do with impenitent 
Sinners. 
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Slnnew: And when all his Pains, and wy 


moſt his Patience 1s loſt upon them, and 56 
ſees it is plainly to no Manner of Purpoſet 


wait any longer, he lays. the Ax to the LY. 


e e 


of the Trees, and hews them down, and 


throws them out, to rot and to burn; to 


rot in this World, and to burn in the other: 
It is not only to aſſert his Honour and vin- 
dicate his] 
but leſt they diffuſe and ſpread their Infec- 
tion, and corrupt others that ſtand too near 
them, with the Worm or the Canker. 
is more than high Time to cut them down, 


when they are not only an uſeleſs Incum- 
brance, but a dangerous Nuiſance, and ma 


hinder the Growth, and ſpoil the flouriſhing 


State of the Vineyard. 
Axp thus I have e the Chief 


Heads of this Parable, in reſpect to ſingle 
Perſons: And as to particular Nations I 
ſhall refer the conſidering of it till another 


Opportunity; and from what has been 
ſaid, ſhall at preſent make ſome uſeful and 


practical Inferences by Way of Applica- 


tion. 


1. AN the Firſt is this, That every Man 
would reflect and conſider with himſelf, whe- 
ther this Story or Parable of the barren Fig- 


Tree, be not his own Caſe; and if! it be his own 
Vor. 8 


uſtice, that he takes them away, 


1 7 5 


Caſe, 
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Caſe, what he thinks will be the Conſe- 
quence? It is a Fault of almoſt all, or of 
many, and moſt People, when they hear 
a ſad Account, or a melancholy Story, to 
fancy, (though perhaps theirs is worſe,) 
yet to fancy it is not juſt their Condition. 
They ſee, or ſuſpect it is the Caſe of their 
Neighbours; and their Neighbours ſee, or 
ſuſpect it is theirs ; but they {till ſhift it 
bi and apply it to others, and are ſtill un- 
illing to apply it to theniſel ves: Like the 
Parable of Nathan, it is a very fine Story, 
and very inſtructive, and moving, and af- 
fecting; but they cannot endure their Con- 
ſcience, 1 ike the Prophet, ſhould tell them 
plainly, Thou art the Man; or if that ho- 
| neſt good Seer within (that ſees and knows 
them as well as a Prophet) tell them ne- 
ver ſo plainly, yet they do not believe, or 
| they will not hear, or they will not regard. 
= Be the Caſe never ſo exactly alike, they 
are able to find out ſome little Diſparity : 
And what Effect can any good Counſel 
have on ſuch Men, as will not let it come 
near them ? that ſtave it off, and ſtill keep 
it at a Diſtance ? As it is laid of Laws, 
could but one be deviſed that were able to 
put all the reſt in Execution, *twould be 
the beſt Law that was ever eſtabliſh'd : So 
were it poſſible to preach ſuch a Sermon as 
ſhould put all other good Sermons i in Prac- 
tice 


tice, it would ſure be the beſt (next to 
thoſe of our Saviour, and his holy Apoſtles) 


that ever was preached : But this is a Ser- 
mon Men muſt preach to themſelves. We 


can only propoſe and tell them their Duty; 
it is they muſt, apply and put it in Practice. 


This is the firſt Inference, That Men 
would conſider, whether their Caſe be 
not much the ſame with this of the Fig- 

Tree, that was barren and unfruittul. 


2. Axp, Secondly, if it be, as it is 
much to be feared it is the Caſe of too many, 
they would then conſider how it comes to 
paſs, they have ſo long ſtood untouch'd, 
and have not all this while been cut down 
and extirpated. They have ſeen many 
others, and ſome, perhaps, better, and ſome 
as good, and ſome as bad as themſelves, 
cut down before their Faces: And what 
is the Reaſon that they are left ſtanding ? 
They will not preſume it 1s any Worth or 
Deſert of their own, that hath ſaved them 
ſo long from Deſtruction: Had that been 
their Hope, and the Ground of their Con- 
fidence, they know they had long ſince 
been ruin'd for ever. And, as to others, 
though perhaps they may not be concern- 

ed, or they may not be able to make any 
Conjecture, or it does not become them to 
| pals any Sentence on thoſe who were cut 

5 E off 
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off in the Midſt of their Wickedneſs, yet 
they cannot but know, and they cannot but 
tremble to think, had they been cut off 10, 
what had become of themſelves ? They 


had been wretched, and it is an Infinite 


Mercy, they are not ſo now ; that this ve- 
ry Moment, inſtead of repenting and abhor- 
ring themſelves in Duſt and Aſhes, they 


are not repenting and abhorring themſelves 


in Flames and Torments. Let but ſuch 
Men imagine, (and 'tis an eaſy Imagination, 
though 1 confeſs it is terrible, ) but let ſuch 


Men imagine they had been taken away 


in their Sins and Impieties, either two, or 


three, or fiveYears ago; in what a Caſe had 


they been, and what a wretched Condition! 


% 3 "m4 . . | 8 
AN p yet, all Things conſider'd, it is a 


mere Miracle they are not at this preſent in 


this very Condition. And were they, were 
they now weeping and wailing in outer 
Darkneſs, what would they do, or not do, 
to be delivered? And why to prevent it, 


will they do nothing; when yet this is ea- 


ſy, and that is impoſſible ? 


3. But, Thirdly and Laſtly, inſtead of more 


Inferences I would ask theſe Men a very 


few. Queſtions. Whether they intend and 


reſolve to repent, or not to repent? Or whe- 
ther they intend and refolye upon neither; 


but 


SERMON II. Fz 
but leave it to Chance, and repent, or 
not repent, as it happens ? Or, if they 
are not ſo careleſs, and next to deſpe- 
rate, but ſome Time or other do mean to 
repent, when do they mean to begin their 
Repentance ? I cannot promiſe, nor can 
they promiſe themſelves, ſo much as To- 
morrow; but will they begin their Repen- 
tanceTo-morrow ? I doubt they will anſwer, 
That is too ſhort a Warning. Allow them, 
(can we allow them?) but allow them a 
little more Time if poſſible. Then let us 
ſuppoſe, for it is all Suppoſition: Will a 
Week ſerve their Turn? No, that is too lit- 
| tle, and ſcarce worth the while. Will a 
Month do their Buſineſs ? That is hardly 
much more, Will a Year content them ? 
Will they repent if God in his Mercy do 
ſpare them a Year longer ? Should I ſpeak 
as our Saviour to the Scribes and Phariſees 
on the Baptiſm of John, and bid them an- 
ſwer this Queſtion, I doubt they would 
anſwer too with the Scribes and Phariſees, 
They cannot tell. Yes, they can tell: And 
though afraid to anſwer, they know well 
enough they do not intend next Week or 
Month, or next Year to repent ; and think 
no more of it, than of their Dying-Day, and 
dread both alike; and in all Probability, 
they will both come together. And this 
is the Truth, and this is the Concluſion of 

EI the 


* 7 
2 22.4 


a 54 | SERMON III. 


the whole Matter: Men delay their Re- 
pentance, till they can delay it no longer; 
and never reſol ve to amend their Lives, till 
ey 8 no Lives to amend. 


I RAY God give us Grace (to ſee? we 


do ſee; to know ? we do know: but) to ſee, 


and to know, and to do the Things that 
belong to our Peace: 'To our Peace while 
we live, and to our Peace when we die : 


And then the Peace of God will be with 


us for eyer. 


GRANT we beſeech thee, Almighty God, 
that the Words we have heard this Day, 
withouroutward Ears, may by thy Grace 
be ſo inwardly grafted in our Hearts, 
that they may bring forth in us the Fruit 
of Good trying, to the Glory of thy Name, 
and the Salvation of our Souls, through 

 Feſus Chriſt, our Lord And the Grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love 

of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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MATT. xili. 45, 46. 


TH E Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a 
 Merchant-Man ſeeking goodly Pearls : 


Who when he had found one Pearl of great 


Price, he went and fold all that be had, 


aud bought it. 
I,9 a» HOUGH all the Para- 
@ 


are excellent in themſelves, 
and all very uſeful, and 


| ſeaſonable; yet there is 
none that ſeems more uſeful and neceſ- 
ſary, than this ſhort Parable, or more 


Proper to the. preſent State of Religion. 
| E 4 When 


bles of our blefled Saviour 


always very proper and 
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When this Pearl of great Price, is ſo very 
much ſunk and ſo mightily fallen, is not 


only diſeiteem'd, but deſpiſed, and diſpa- 
raged, as falſe and counterfeit ; not the 


Product of Heaven, or the Work of Pro- 
vidence, but the perfect Invention of Craft 
and Artifice : When this goodly Pearl 1s 
not only underyalued, but trod under Foot 
of Men, 1 ſhall not jay, but of Swine and 
Brutes, that is, of ſenſeleſs and unreaſon- 
able Creatures; and thoſe who offer it, 
have only the Return foretold by our Sa- 


viour, to be abuſed for their Kindneſs, to 


be infulted and miſerably torn in Pieces. 


Turs is too plainly the preſent Condi- 
tion of the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is here 
called the Kingdom of Heaven, and com- 


ared to a Pearl of very great Price; which 
ignorant Chriſtians (like ignorant Indians) 


are ready. to barter away for Trifles ; and 
which ſome amongſt them, who would be 
thought too the wiſeſt, have long fince 


exchanged (O fooliſh Exchanz ze!) for the 


Beads, Eh worthleſs Beads of a Roſary. 


ſhall, 


J. r endeavour to ſhew the Wiſdom of 
thoſe who, like the Merchant 1n the 
T' ext, 


IN 2 therefore to this TRL, * 
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Lext, are ready to part with all they have, 


for the Purchaſe of this Pearl, that is, 
the Chriſtian Religion. 


U. Ax p, Secondly, the Folly of thoſe who 
are ready to part with this Religion on 
any Account whatſoever. 


Born which J ſhall enforce with ſome 
uſeful Applications, 


I. Fixsr, then, to ſhew the Wiſdom of 
thoſe who are ready, with the Merchant in 
the Text, to part with all they have, for 
the Purchaſe: of this Pearl, or the Chri- 
tian Religion. | 


Any the Wiſdom of this Purchaſe will 
plainly appear from theſe Conſiderations : 


1. FIRST, Becauſe it is cheap and very 
eaſy. | 


2. SECONDLY, Becauſe i it is great and very 
waldi 


3. ruixbrr, Becauſe it is ſure and 
certain. 


. Anp Poartilyy/ Bete it is laſting 
{es eternal. 


I. FIRST, 
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1. FrRsr, then, the Purchaſe is very 
cheap and eaſy. 


AND chat upon theſe two Accounts. 
iſt, BECAUsk it may eaſily be had. 


2dly, Axp may be had * upon caly 
Conditions. 


Iſt, Our Caſe is not like that of the Mer- 
chant here in the Parable, who in Search 
of a good Pearl, is ſuppoſed and repre- 
ſented as a Trader, a Traveller, a Mer- 
chant-Adventurer, wandering about into 
foreign Countries, from one Kingdom to 


another People; through many Dangers, 


and many Difficulties, and many Diſappoint- 
ments, before he could meet with a Pearl 
to his Mind, with ſuch an one as he thought 
to be well worth his Purchaſe. 


Bur the 2 i of Heaven, that is, 
the Goſpel or Chriſtian Religion, is brought 
home to us, even to our Doors, 1s tender'd, 
is offer'd, is almoſt obtruded "and preſſed 
upon us, can ſcarce be refuſed, and hard- 
ly avoided. We are not obliged, like the 
antient Philoſophers, to travel Abroad for 
Wiſdom and Knowledge; to viſit every 
Nation, examining their Laws and their In. 
Ritutions, and ſome perhaps wiſe, and morg 

very 


y 


SER MON -IV- =: : v6 
yery fooliſh. But we have much the beſt 
and trueſt Philoſophy, and more Wiſdom 
at home, than not only the Heathen, (but 
perhaps) all the Chriſtian World can af- 
ford. What Mo/es laid to the People of 
Iſrael, concerning the Law, This Command. 
ment, which I command thee this Day, 1s 
not hidden from thee, neither is it afar off. 


It is not in Heaven, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, 
who ſball go up for us to Heaven, and bring 


it unto us, that we may hear it, and a0 ji \_ 
neither is it beyoud the Sea, that thou 
ſhould fay, who Toall go over "the Sea for 


ws, and bring it unto us, that we may hear 


it, and do it & is as true, or truer, concern- 


ing the Goſpel : It is not hidden from us, 
nor is it afar off: It is not like the Law, ob- 
ſcured with Shadows, or reveal'd in a 
Number of Types and Figures. The Senſe 
and Meaning of 1t 1s not remote, nor the 
End and Deſign afar off, at a Diſtance, 
much leſs is it beyond the Seas, that we 
ſhould ſay in our Hearts, (as too many are 
ready to ſay,) who ſhall. 20 over the Seas 


for us, and bring it unto us? when what 


they would bring is no more like to the 
Gotpel, than the Calf of Horeb to the Wor- 
ſhip of [/raet , a molten Image their 
high Prieſt has deviſed, and made up of no- 
thing but only the Farings and Jewels of 
the People. 80 that * the Goſpel be hid 


tbo 
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to any at this Time of Day, it is only hid 
to thoſe that are loſt : To thoſe, in whom 
the God of this World has ſo blinded their 
Eyes, that they cannot ſee the Light of 
the Goſpel, though it ſhine all around, and 
as clear as the Light of the Sun at Noon- 
Day. Amidſt ſo many and various Occa- 
ſions, and conſtant Opportunities, it is ra- 
ther Difficult to eſcape the Knowledge of 
our holy Religion. And there is hardly 
any, though never ſo ignorant, but knows 
enough for his eternal Salvation. 


2dly, AND as this Pearl of great 
Price, may be eaſily had, without much 
Trouble, without any great Labour or 
Travel, ſo may it be had too, upon ea- 
ſy Conditions. The Terms are ſo gentle, 
ſo fair, an ſo reaſonable, as no Man alive 
can make any Exception; and no Man, 
for Shame, in his Wits can refuſe. For 
what does he give? What, but ſuch Things 
as he ſhould even be willing to part with? 
However, ſhould be glad to be rid of them 
on any, the leaſt, or no Conſideration ; 
ſhould give them away, like Alms to the 
Poor, though he looked or hoped for no- 
thing again. 'The Price he pays for this 
ineſtimable Jewel is only the Traſh of 
Follies and Vanities, Things which indeed 
(to uſe the Apoltle's Expreſſion) are no 
| | better 
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better than Dung or Dirt, in Compariſon 
of gaining Chriſt, that is, the Knowledge 

of the Chriſtian Religion: He only parts 

with Hay and Stubble, not only the moſt 
light, but combuſtable Matter, for Gold 
and Silver, and precious Stones of an infi- 
nite Value. He is only deſired to quit 
thoſe Things, which, if he retains, will beg- 
gar and undo him, will make him both 
poor and wretched for ever; will not pur- 
chaſe one Drop of Water, when he is dy- 
ing with Thirſt in Flames and Torments. 
He exchanges his wild and unruly Paſſions, 
for a quiet Mind, and Peace of Conſcience : 
His Exceſs and Riot, thoſe troubleſome 
Vices, he gives in Exchange for thoſe plea- 
ſant Virtues of Temperance and Sobriety ; 
his Pride, for a meek, and an humble Spi- 
rit, which is not only in the Sight of 
God, but in the Sight of Men too, of great- 
er Price, of more Eſteem, than the higheſt 
Places, or Titles of Honour. In a Word, 
he parts with Sin and Miſery (and what is 
his Loſs?) in Exchange for Innocence, 
(and how great is his Gain too?) in Exchange 
for Happineſs. | on 


2. SECONDLY, And this is the next Con- 
ſideration, that may ſerve to recommend 
the Wiſdom of this Purchaſe, That it is not 

only cheap and eaſy, but great and yalua- 
| ble ; 
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ble; as much worth, as all this World and 
the otlier: For it is not only preſent Hap- 
pineſs, but Heaven, that is the Prize of our 

Meh Calling. But how great is the Bleſ- 
ſing either of preſent Piety, or future Fe- 
licity, none can concelve, but thoſe who en- 
joy; nor can even thoſe who enjoy them 
expreſs, I am verily perſuaded that a good 
ſincere Chriſtian who lives in the Practice of 
his holy Religion, is better pleaſed, and 
thinks himſelf greater, and richer, and hap- 
pier, than the Men of this World with all 
their Abundance, when their Corn, and thei: 
Wine, and their Oil increaſes : And the 
Law of his God is of more Value to him, 
and dearer than Thouſands of Gold and 
Silver. And I am more fully perſuaded, 
that even the loweſt, the leaſt Saint in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, would not part with 
his Bliſs, one Hour, or Moment, for the 
Kingdoms of this World, and all their 
Glorics. There 1s not only a great Gulph 
fixed betwixt Heaven and Hell, but Heaven 
and Earth too, and thoſe who are there can- 
not, on any Terms, be pertuaded to come 
hither again. 


. THIRDLY, What farther may ſerve 
to recommend the Wiſdom of this Pur- 
chaſe, It is ſure and certain. 

| „ ANU 
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| Anp this exceedingly enhances the Va- 
le, and endears the Worth of the Pur- 
chaſe. Take the Kingdom of Heaven, in 
either Senſes, for the Goſpel of Chriſt; or 
cternal Happineſs ; ; and to the willing Bid- 
der, and the ready Buyer, and the hearty 
Purchaſer, by the Grace of God, they are 
both of them certain. Our bleſſed Saviour 
will no more refuſe, or reject thoſe, who 
come to him now, and will hear his Word, 
and obey his Goſpel, than he will eyen re- 
fuſe or feject them hereafter. If any Man 


will do his Will, he ſhall know of his Doc- 


trine; and if de have his Fruit unto Holi- 


neſs, ne ſhall have the End, even Life ever- 


laſting. 


Now a all theſe worldly Purſuits, 
though a Man ſhould venture, like the 
Merchant in the Parable, and to compaſs 


the Pearl he ſo highly eſteems, ſhould go 


and ſell even all that he has, his very Bo- 


dy and Soul too, he may fail of the Pur- 
chaſe. | 


Tring are threeThings, eſpecially, which 
this World admires ; Wealth and Riches, 
Power and Honour, Fame and Reputation. 
And yet, let any Man purſue theſe Things 
with the greateſt Pains, and Labour, and 
Induſtry, and Coſt and Charges; with the 

. Expence 
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Expence of his Health, and Quiet, and Li. 
berty, and of his Life itſelt, he may fail 
and mi ſcarry. | 


Reichs (days the wiſeſt Man in the 
World, and the richeſt Man in his Time,) 
do make them ſelues Wings, and fly away, 
like an Eagle towards Heaven, as ſtrongly, 
and as ſwiftly, paſt Recal or Recovery, 
and both out of Reach, and out of Sight, 
in a Moment. And wilt thou ſet thine 
Dye (fays he) upon that which is not? So 
ſhort and uncertain, it has ſcarce any Being; 
and whilſt thou lookeſt on it fo fondly and 
wiſhfully, in the Twinkling of thine Eye, 
is gone too, and vaniſhed, and leaves no 
Track behind it, but only of Sorrow, and 
Grief, and Vexation, | 


AND, as to Power, and Honour, and 
Dominion, how uncertain they are, the World 
has always abounded with Inſtances; and 
ſome juſt, and ſome ſad Examples; and 
ſome to be deſpiſed, and ſome to bi pitied. 
We have not only heard with our Ears, and 
our Fathers have told us, but have ſeen 
with our Eyes, and may tell our Children; 
and when they come up too, they may tell 
their Children the ſame; the ſame Stories 
of fallen Favourites, and fallen Princes, of 
Men in Honour, and of Men in Diſgrace: 


And 
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And theſe Revolutions are almoſt as natu- 
ral, as thoſe of Day and Night, or the 
Change of Seaſons, of Spring and Fall, and 
Summer and Winter; and perhaps too, as 
great an Inſtance of Providence. The 
Scripture itſelf compares all the Glory of 
Men to the Graſs or the Flowers of the 
Field; they ſpring and riſe, and grow and 


- Aouriſh ; and they fade and decay, and die 


and periſh : The ſame Sun that raiſed them 
at firſt out of the Duſt of the Earth, and 
ſet them with Princes, is no ſooner riſen up- 
on them again, with a ſcorching Heat, but 
they are — up and withered. 


AND as Wealth and Riches, and Power 


and Honour, are Things very uncertain, 


ſo is Fame and Reputation. 'Though one 
would think, that this were more certain, 


than either of thoſe ; they depending on 


Things without us, and on other Mens 


Pleaſure ; but this on our own wiſe and 
good Management, on our own prudent 
and virtuous Actions; 


So long as thou doſt 
well unto thyſelf, ſays the Plalmiſt, Men 
will ſpeak good of thee ; and much more 
ſure, ſo long as thou doſt well unto thy. 
ſelf and to others. And yet, do what thou 
wilt, and let thy Behaviour be never ſo 
innocent, and thine Actions never ſo wor- 


thy and W thou ſhalt not 
Vor. I. F eſcape, 
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eſcape, and perhaps be traduced for thy ve. 
ry beſt Actions. This Pearl of great Price, 
and, in ſome Mens Eſteem, the faireſt and 
richeſt of any, though thou ſelleſt all thou 
haft, thou ſhalt not buy ; or if thou haſt 
bought, thou ſhalt not enjoy : They will 
find ſome Fault, fome Flaw or other; or if 
they cannot find any Blemiſh, yet it is not 
wall ſet, or it is not well hung, or it makes 
top much Shew, and is all Vain-Glory, 
and mere Oſtentation. Solomon, indeed, 
tells us, a good Name is better than pre- 
cious Ointment : And it ſtrangely revives 
and refreſhes the Spirits; and yet it ſoon 
exhales and evaporates ; and, what is worſe, 
has often the Fortune of ſtrong Perfumes, 
which ſome People can hardly endure, and 
to the weak and prejudiced, is very offen- 
ſive. And what Hopes of ſafely enjoying 
or keeping a Good, that lies at the Mer- 
cy of ſo many Enemies? N 


Bur now, both the Goſpel and eternal 
Salvation, are Things ſo ſure, that if, like 
the pious and devout Mary, we make them 
our Choice, they ſhall not, and cannot be 
taken from us. In theſe we ſhall hardly 
be ever diſturb'd, and never deprived, un- 
leſs by our own Weakneſs and folly, or by 
others Requeſts and Importunity, we are 
willing to quit and part with them OG: 

e 
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Me may fit at the Feet of the bleſſed Jeſus ; 
as long as we live, and hear his Doctrine; 


and fit again at the Feet of the ſame bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus for eyer hereafter, and ice his 
Glory. | 


44. Fovrrary, And this is the Fourth 
and Laſt Conſideration, which, aboye all, 
recommends the Wiſdom of this Purchaſe: 

That it is not only cheap and eaſy, great 

and valuable, ſure and certain, but laſting 

and eternal. 218 > PPE] 


WHaATEveR of Good, or Worthy, or 


Excellent, of Great or Glorious, this World 
can afford, it is but at beſt of a ſhort Con- 
tinuance; and though we think it a migh- 
ty Journey, and a huge Way, and almoſt 
tedious from Youth to Old Age, and we 
go ſo ſlowly, we ſhall never come thither ; 
yet when we are come, and look behind, 
it was but a Step, and paſſed over as Yeſter- 
day; Fo 

to our Graves; and that may, perhaps, be 
To-morroy ; or, if not now, yet ſome Time 


laſt, the ve 
when that dreadful Hour approaches ; that 
amazing and terrible, that haſty Moment 
of our final Departure, we muſt leave theſe 
Things, and, though neyer ſo unwillingly, 

e bid 


yet the next Step we take is in- 


will be To- morrow; and at 
next Hour or Moment. And 
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bid them a long, a laſt, and everlaſting 
Fare wel. They can none of them go down 
with us into the Grave, or if they could, 
they could do us no Manner of Service: 
Were all our Wealth, our Gold and Sil- 
ver, ſent after us thither, it would only be 
throwing of Earth to Earth, and Aſhes 
to Aſhes, and Duſt to Duſt ; and look but 
like burying us over again. And as for 
our Honours, and all our Titles, they can 
go no farther than the Outſide of our 
Tombs, or Sepulchres, to be read by 
| ſome, and cenſur'd by others; and by a 
great many more, never fo much as read 
or regarded ; nay, perhaps, all our Titles 
of Honour are neither ours, nor theirs 
that come after, and only ſtand a per- 
petual Monument of Shame and Diſ- 
grace to our vain and fooliſh, or our 
baſe and degenerate, or, at leaſt, our un- 
happy and wretched Poſterity. 'And, as 
to the other Good, (though rarely acqui- 
red, and hardly purchaſed,) of Fame and 
Reputation, it ſeems more laſting than ei- 
ther of the other; and we give it a great- 
er and an higher Title than this World 
can afford, and call it Immortal; yet this 
Immortal muſt put on Mortality, and 
even this Incorruptible ſubmit to Cor- 
_— ; and Time itſelf be ſwallowed 


WP. 
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up of Eternity. When the laſt Flame 
ſhall ſeize the World, and the Elements 


melt with feryent Heat, not only the Earth, 


but the Works therein ſhall all be diffol- 
ved; the mighty Actions, and the fa- 
mous Exploits, perhaps, like the Heavens, 
with a great Noiſe, and perhaps with lit- 
tle or no Noiſe at all too, ſhall paſs away. 
But though all theſe Things be diſſolved, 
we, neyertheleſs, according to bis Promiſe, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 4% 'Jook for new 
Heavens, and a new Earth, that ſhall con- 
finue for ever. gy 


Havins thus, as briefly and plainly 

as poſſible, endeavoured to ſhew you the 
Wiſdom of thoſe who, with the Merchant 
M the Text, are ready to part with all 
they haye, to purchaſe this Pearl, that 
is, the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, and eternal Happineſs ; 
I ſhould now proceed to ſhew you the 
Folly of thoſe, who are ready to part 
with this Pearl of great Price, their Holy 
Religion, and their Hopes of Salyation, on 
any Account whatſoever : And though we 
may think it is almoſt impoſſible Men 
ſhould be fo fooliſh, yet there is no- 
thing more evident, and nothing more 
obyious to our daily Experience, than 
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for a Fool and his Velten to be eaſily 
1 


Bur this T n reſerve to another Op- 
portunity; and ſhall only, for the preſent, 
inforce what has been ſaid with ſome uſe- 
ful Applications. And ſurely, if we can- 
not but acknowledge the Wiſdom of this 
Merchant in the Text, in ſelling all that 
he had, for ſo ic a Pearl as the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, we cannot be aſhamed of following 
ſo wiſe an Exam] ple. We have, indeed, 
one Example to the contrary, and record- 
ed in Scripture; but it is ſo ſad a Story, 
as we can hardly read without Grief and 
Compaſſion, and neyer hear it, but, like 
the young Man himſelf, we figh, and 
are fad too, and go away ſorrowful. 
What a Pity it is, that ſo hopeful a 
Perſon, in ſo fair a Way to Heaven, 
that had kept the Commandments even 
from his Youth, for Want of one Thing 
more, for lack of going but one Step far- 
ther, when he was ſo nigh to Heaven ſhould 
never yet enter 


Ir is ſaid, that our W looked up- 
on him and loved Him; ; and had he lov- 
ed our Saviour too, more than his Riches 
his Praiſe long ago had been, 1 in the Gel. 


pez 
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ſpel, and he perhaps in our Saviour's Af. 
fection, even next to his dear and beloved 
Diſciple: But what he loſt in not being ſo 
wiſe as this Man in the Text! even all 
that he had, which he would not ſell and 
give.to the poor; even all that he had has 
he loſt ; and beſides, a glorious Name, and 
a bleſſed Immortality. Had he took up 
his Croſs, and followed our Saviour, he had 
now, long ſince, been with him in Para- 
diſe, had Treaſures in Heaven, and his 

Croſs been turned to a Crown of Glory. 
Unhappy Youth ! and unhappy they who 
follow his Example]! But infinitely wiſer 
and happier are they, who follow this 
Merchant here in the Parable ; and are 
ready to part with all that they have for this 
Pearl of great Price, in the Language of 
Scripture ſo often compared and preferred 
to Rubies, , more precious than the Onyx- 
Stone, or the Saphire: The true Evan- 
gelical Urim and Thummim, the live- 
ly Oracles of God, which every Chriſtian 
wears in his Breaſt, and his Heart conti. 
nually: And if he follow their Light and 
Direction, will qualify him at laſt, and gain 
him an Entrance into the Holy of Holies, 
and eternal Happineſs. ED, 
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To which God voucihſafe to bring us all. 
For Chriſt Feſus ſake : To whom with 
the Father, and the bleſſed Spirit, be all 
Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty, 
and Dominion, now and for ever. 


Amen, 


” * 
of * * 
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This Beginning of Miracles aid efus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifeſted forth 
his Glory, and his Diſciples believed 
/ RT 91 


AAVING lately diſcourſed 
on ſome of the Parables of 
our Saviour, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to ſome of his Miracles. 
That was a very plain, and ea- 
ſy, and familiar, this as plain 
and intelligible, but a more convincing 
and powerful Way of Inſtruction. I con- 
feſs, indeed, I have quitted my firſt De- 
fign a little ſooner than J intended, and 
ſhall give you the Reaſons, I conſider 
o "han 
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human Nature is apt to be wearied and 
tired with the ſame Things, though never 
ſo excellent: And I conſider too, that 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, did not ſpeak 


all his Parables at once, or together, but 


at ſeveral Times, and upon ſeveral Occa- 


fions : But chiefly, becauſe I find moſt of 
the other Parables, ſo very well ex plained, 
by ſome of our own learned, and pious, 
and eloquent W riters, that, as Solomon ſays, 
| What can the Man dv, that cometh after 
the King? So what can a Man ſay, that 
cometh after ſo many eminent and excel- 
lent Divines? Even what has been aid, 
and perhaps not ſo well too, as it has been 
ſaid already. 


Ap, tenen L ſhall proceed, or at 
leaſt for the preſent, to ſome of our Sa- 
viour's Miracles. 


ANp here I ſhall obſerve too, the ſame 
Method as formerly : And, as I entered 
on thoſe Diſcourſes with a general Preface, 
concerning the Uſe and Advantage of that 
antient Way of inſtructing by Parables ; 
ſo I ſhall begin theſe with a general Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Uſe and Advantage 
of Miracles; and not only their Uſe and 


Adyantage, but their abſolute Neceſſity, 


for 
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for the proving of any new Doctrine or Re- 
ligion. | | 


Toon s by the Way, it is well 
worth obſerving, that not only Reveal'd, 
but Natural Religion, is itſelf introduced, 
and founded on Miracles; and perhaps too, 
the greateſt, even the World We or the 


viſible Creation. 


Axp I am verily pavaded; were a 
Man born and bred all his Days, in ſome 
cloſe and dark Cavern, he would never 
have any Notion or Thoughts of a Deity: 
But let him come forth, and ſee the Light, 
and the Univerſe, he would ſoon be aſto- 
niſhed, and fall down and adore ſome un- 
known God, as well as the wiſeſt Athe- 
giau. It was chiefly from hence, if not 
from hence alone, that the Heathens de- 
rived all their Knowledge of a Deity ; and 
not only the learned, but even the moſt 
Ignorant, the barbarous Indians, though 
they worſhipped the Sun, (as much as we 
do their Gold, and hardly too, acknowledge 
a Power above it,) yet own'd a Being ſu- 
periour, It was no weak Argument, that 
of one of their Emperors, who, looking up 
to the Sun, (which was held to be unlaw- 
ful,) and reproved by the High-Prieſt, and 
fil POSI! in his N and che Prięſt 


in 
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in his Reproof, he turned upon the Prieſt, 
and asked him this Queſtion : M hich of 
all you, ſays he, dares bid me, who an 
your Sovereign Lord, to riſe up, and v1 
2 long Fourney? The Prieft replied, Non 
would be {0 bold as todo fo. But (conti- 
nues he) F command the greateſt of my 
Princes to go from hence to Chily, (a far 
Country,) will he not do it? To this the 
other return'd, That none durſt di ſobe) 
him. Why then ] conclude, (ſays thePrince,) 
that our Father the Sun, muſt needs have a 
mightier Lord than himſelf, that commanis 
him every Day to tale ſuch a long Journey; 
for if he were the ſupream Lord, he woull 
certainly, ſome Time or other lie ſtill and 


reſt himſelf. 


However the good Prince might be 
miſtaken in his Philoſophy, and perhaps too 
not miſtaken, yet he was right in his Di- 
vinity. It was much ſuch an Argument as 

that of the Centurion to our Saviour, to 
ſhew he was a Man of Authority, that had 
Soldiers and Servants under him: And J 
ſay unto one, Go, and he goeth ; and to ano- 
ther, Come; and he cometh ; and to a third, 
Do this; and he doth it. And how much 
greater then was he, that could command all 
the Armies, and the whole Hoſt of Hea- 
yen, to go at his Will and Pleaſure, and 
| to 
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to march every Day round the World at 
his Order? So true is that of the Pſalmiſt, 
The Heavens declare the Glory of God, and 
the Firmament ſheweth his Handy Work. 
One Day telleth another, and one Night 
rertifieth another ; there is neither Speech 


among them 5 their Sound is gone out in- 
to all Lands, and their Words into the End 
of the World. Such a Sound and a Voice, 
ſuch a Speech and a Language, as every 
Nation under Heaven, Parthians and 
Medes, Cretes and Arabiaus, Lybians and 
Egyptians, in their own Tongue in which 


Works of God. And whoever conſiders 
that prodigious Fabrick, the Beauty and 
Glory of thoſe Heavenly Bodies, their 
Number and Order, their conſtant and re- 
gular, and yet their ſwift, (their inconcei- 
vably ſwift,) and rapid Motion, and a thou- 
ſand Things more, and is not convinced of 
the Being of God, cannot, and does not 


for a Fool, as he is: He is neither worth 
keeping, nor wortli the correcting. 


Ir was a very wiſe Saying of a very 
wiſe Perſon, both Stateſman and Philoſo- 
pher, the great Lord Yerulam, as I find 
it in the fourteenth Chapter of his Eſſays, 


\ 
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nor Language, but their Voices are heard 


they were born, do hear the wonderful 


deſerve to be convinced. Let the Fool go 


That 
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That God neuer wrought Miracles to coy. 
Vince Atheiſts, becauſe his Ordinary Work 
convince them. And if the Holy David 
when he conſidered the Heavens, the Moon, 
and the Stars, which God had ordained, 
Had Reaſon to cry out, Lord, what 1s Mas 
that thou art mindful of him 2 that thoy 
regardeſt ſo poor and ſo mean a Creature? 
how juſtly might he cry out, and with 
much more Aſtoniſhment, Lord, what 15 
Man, that he ſhould not be mindful of 
thee ; that he ſhould not regard his Cre: 


tor ? 


Bur however theſe Things may ſerve 
to perſuade us of the Being of a God, (and 
if a God, to be reyer'd, and honourd, 
and worſhipp 'd;) yet they will carry us no 
farther. By the Frame of the World, and 
almoſt every Thing in it, we may learn 
there is a Deity, and ſome of his Attributes 
his Wiſdom, and Power; but not his Will 
or his Pleaſure. This we cannot know, 
unleſs it be declared; and who can tell the 
Mind of God, but only thoſe to whom i 
is revealed? And how can we hear, except 
they preach? and how can they preach, 
except they be ſent? and how can we knoy, 
wh "ould we believe they are ſent from 
God, unleſs they give us ſome Pledge ot 


T oken, ſome ſure, and certain Sign of ther ; 
M.iſſion? 


— 


ANp this, God willing, ſhall be the Sub- 


| ject of my preſent Diſcourſe. 


I. FIRST, then, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew that Miracles are neceſſary to 
confirm any new Doctrine or Reli- 

got | | 


II. SzconDLy, That when any new Doc- 

_ trine or Religion is thus fully confirm- 

ed, there is no Need or Occaſion of 
any- more Miracles. i 


III. Ax p, Thirdly, That thoſe who 
ſaw the Miracles and did not believe, 
and thoſe who have heard them ſuf- 
ficiently atteſted, and yet will not be- 
lieve, are both (though not equally, 
yet) very great Sinners. As thoſe 
were unpardonable; ſo theſe are inex- 
cuſahle. And theſe too, except they re- 
pent, ſhall never be forgiven in this 
World, nor the other. 


I. Fixs r, then, to ſhew that Miracles 
are neceſſary for the confirming of any new 
| | - , Doctrine 
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Miſſion ? So that Miracles are abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Proof of any Doctrine, 
that is not diſcoverable by the Light of Na- 


ture. 


80 SERMON V. 
Doctrine or Religion. Whoever teaches 
any new Religion, either ſpeaks of him- 
ſelf; and then, what can he offer beyond 
the Dictates of mere human Reaſon ?. and 
which every wiſe Man, that thinks and 
conſiders, might offer as well too, and with 
the very ſame Reaſon; and which all wiſe 
Men in the World, in all Ages, have of- 
fer'd already; and this can amount, at beſt, to 
no more than Natural Religion; and ſo far 
from new, that 1t muſt needs be as old as 
the Flood, or as old as the Creation: And, 
therefore, (as is well known, and has been 
always obſerved,) thoſe who have advan- 
ced any kind of Religion, have always pro- 
feſſed to be divinely inſpired, and to have 
received their Holy Rites and Ceremonies, 
by converſing with ſome of their Gods or 
Goddeſſes. ' And this they thought, and 
thought not amiſs, the moſt likely to cre- 
dit and recommend their Religion : Which, 
by the Way, may ſhew us it is a natural 
Notion, and the common Senſe of Man- 
kind, that all Religion, or religions Wor— 
ſhip, ſhould come from God, be appointed 
by him; and it is not in Man to direct 
how God ſhould be worſhipp'd. But be- 
cauſe this Pretence to divine Inſpiration is 
liable to every Miſtake or Impoſture, and 
one may think or profeſs, he has a Viſion, 
and another a Dream, and another a Pro- 
. phecy, 
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phecy, it is therefore but fitting, and juſt, and 


reaſonable, that all ſuch Pretenders, ſnould 
ſhew their Title, and produce their Com- 
miſſion, that they come from God; other- 


| ee they may only come of themſelves, 


or perhaps be ſent by the great Deceiver. 


And this was the Prudence, or Craft, and 


Policy, of that old and grand Impoſtor 
Mahomet, who knowing very well, that 
he could not work Miracles, ſuch as thoſe 
of our Saviour, or the holy Apoſtles, pro- 
teſted againſt them, and openly declared, 
he was ſent from God, to eſtabliſn his Al- | 
coran, by the Power of the Sword, and 


not that of Miracles; and was a e to 


root up, and deſtroy all N ations, and Kin- 


dreds, and People, that would not ſub- 


ſcribe and ſubmit to his Faith, or refu- 
ſed to embrace, and profeſs his Religion. 
Such a Way of making Diſciples and Con- 
verts, as a Man would rather, and had bet- 
ter believe, there were no God at all, nor 
any Religion ; and was neyer yet practiſed 
by any in the World, but the two great 
Anti-Chriſts, the Church of Rome, and 

Meccha. It is very obſerveable, that theſe 


chief Enemies of the true primitive Chriſ- 


tian Religion, appeared in the World about 
the very ſame Time, and both ſtarted to- 
gether, and have run their Race, and have 
made a like RO though taking feve- 

Nor . G ral 
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ral and different Courſes; yet by much the 
ſame Methods, from Eaſt to Weſt, have 
extended their Empire. But, certainly, this 
Way of enlarging his Kingdom, was ne— 
ver intended by the bleſſed Jeſus, who 
would not ſuffer ſo much as his Perſon to 
be defended by the Sword, and thought 
it much better to ſnew his Power, by the 
gentle Miracle he wrought on Malchus, 
than by the Sword. of St. Peter And this 


Power he gave the Apoſtles, to heal the 


Sick, to cleanſe the Lepers, to raiſe the 


Dead, and caſt out Devils : And by this, 


and no other Means, they converted both 
Jews and Gentiles, to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. And had they not taken this Me- 
thod, the World to this Day had all been 
either Jews or Heathens.. | 


II. Bur, Secondly, When any new 
Doctrine or Religion 1s thus once pro- 
ved, and clearly confirmed, and fully 
eſtabliſhed, there is then no Neceſſity of 


any more Miracles. Should they be wrought. 


upon every little or trifling Occaſion, were 
they as common as the Works of Nature, 
and Men as ordinarily healed of their Sick- 
nets, or raiſed from the Dead, by a Touch 


of the Hand, or a Word or two ſpeaking, 
it would no more be regarded, admired, or 


eftcemed, as ſtrange and miraculous, than 


Sic k- | 
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Sickneſs or Dying. And there is not a 
better or greater Confirmation, that the 
Works of our bleſſed Saviour, and the firſt 
Apoſtles, and the primitive Chriſtians, in 
Proof of the Goſpel, were truly miracu- 
lous, than that all the World to this Day, 
has never been able to work any ſuch Mi- 
racles. It is the Opinion, indeed, of ſome 
learned Divines, that were Men fincerely | 
and deyoutly diſpoſed, and truly zealous 
for the Converſion of Heathens, and would 
reach to them nothing but the pure and 
plain Goſpel, they might be enabled, at 
this Day, to work Miracles : Perhaps too, 
they might; but yet, it is certain, they 
have not wrought any; and not only in- 
the Ages of groſs Superſtition, when it 
could not be expected, that God ſhould 
work Miracles, to convert Men from one, 
to another Idolatry ; yet none have been 
wrought ever ſince the Reformation, tho? 
the Goſpel has been preached in its pure, 
native, and primitive Simplicity. Whether / 
it be, that Mens Faith have failed them, | 
and it is not ſo ſtrong, ſo effectual, and 
powerful, in theſe later Ages, as it was in 
the Apoſtles, and the primitive Chriſtians ; 
or whether the Reaſon for the ' ceaſing of 
Miracles be like that of the Fot for the 
ceaſing of Oracles : 
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Aut Pon ſolitus Temphs arcere M. 


Centes, 
Ora quibus foluat, moſtro non 7 WS 
vo. 


The World was ſo wicked, that he thought 
their Apollo could not find Men goodenough, 
or worthy, or capable of Divine Inſpiration. 
But as there was a better, and a much 


truer Reaſon for the ceaſing of Oracles, 
the coming of Chriſt, and the Light of the 


Goſpel ; ſo I humbly conceive too, the 
much truer Reaſon for the ceaſing of Mi- 
racles, was the full Publication, and the 
perfect Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion. It was confirmed by ſo many, 
that more had been needleſs, and it could 
not be confirmed too, by greater Mi- 
racles. As the Man that was born blind 


anſwered the Phariſees, who would not 


be anſwered, I have told you already, 
and you did not hear, why would you 
hear it again? So why ſhould our Sa- 
viour repeat his Miracles, for what he 
has ſufficiently confirmed already, eſpe- 


cially to gratify ſome obſtinate People, 


who, after all, do not mean to be his Dil 
ciples | P 


THIS 
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7＋ HIS Humour, or Vanity of expecting 
new Miracles, is fully condemned in that 
famous Parable of the Rich Man in Tor- 
ments, (and is a Sign whence it comes 
too,) who would needs have Laga- 
rut raiſed from the Dead, and ſent to 
his Brethren; but was plainly told by 
the Father of the Faithful, That if they 
believed not Moſes and the Prophets, 
neither would they he perſuaded, though 
one roſe from the Dead. It was not 
likely, that Men ſhould be convinced 
by one ſingle, ſudden, and tranſitory 
Miracle, who were not convinced by all 
the Signs and Wonders, that God wrought 
in Egypt, in the Fields of Zoan, in 
the Red-Jea,: and forty Years long in 
the - Wilderneſs. And to this Purpoſe 
it is very obſeryable, that, as Mauna 
ceaſed as ſoon as ever the People were 
come into Canaan, and had eaten of 
the old Corn of the Land; fo when 
they were ſettled there was an End of 
their Signs and Miracles, there was now 
no more Uſe of them : And, therefore, 
as the People, if they had not tilled 
and ſowed the Ground, had deſerved to 
ſtarve, and would have been famiſhed ; 
o if they would not believe theſe an- 
a 83 tient 
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ſuch Things can poſlibly be atteſted, and 
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tient Mirtetes, that were wrought by 


AZofes to confirm their Religion, they 
muit have continued Heathens and In- 


fidels. And this very Method God has 


took with the Goſpel : He publiſhed it 


at firſt by his Son and our Saviour, by 
the Holy. Apoſtles, and the firſt good 


Chriſtians ; and confirmed it by a thou- 
{and and a thouſand Miracles; and what 
is almoſt as wonderful, by the Death 
of a thouſand and a thouſand Martyrs : 


And all this atteſted by the Records 
and Hiſtories of every Age, and of eye- 
Ty Nation where the Goſpel has come. 
And if this will not ſatisfy, there is 


no Help or Remedy; but Men muſt 


be what they pleaſe, either Deiſts or 


Atheiſts; and I may venture to aſſure 
them, in the Words of our Saviour, There 
ſhall no Sign be 1 fo ſuch a wick: 

unreaſonable Genera- 


ed, perverſe, an 
tion. | ; 

III. Anp ſo I proceed to the Third 
Propoſition, That as thoſe who were 
Witneſſes of our Saviour's Miracles, and 
yet did not believe, were utterly unpar— 
donable ; ſo thoſe who have received 
them, ſufficiently atteſted, and as well as 


Will 
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will not believe, are no leſs menen 
And, though it be not the Sin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, it is very near to it; 
and, except they repent, they will ne- 
ver be forgiven, in this World, or the 
other. Men are apt to think, that if 
they had lived in the Days of our Sa- 
viour, and had ſeen his Miracles, they 
ſhould have been ſatisfied ; as the Zews 
imagined, that had they lived in the 
Days of their Fathers, they ſhould not 
hs been Partakers with them in the 
Blood of the Prophets: And, to thew 
their Abhorrence of their Fathers Cruel- 
ty, they had built Tombs, even for thoſe 
very Prophets whom their Fathers had 
lain, and had garniſhed their Sepulchres, 
and left them as Monuments of their own 
Piety, and their Fathers Wickedneſs: 
And yet had theſe Men the ſame Diſpo- 
ſition, and the ſame Inclination with their 
mercileſs Fathers, and flew more, and 
greater Prophets, and filled up the Mea- 
ture (preſſed down, and ſhaken together, 
and running over, all that was wanting, 
and even more than needed to fill up tie 
Meaſure) of their Fathers Iniquities. And 
thus others imagine, that had they lived in 
our Saviour's Time, and had ſeen his 
Miracles, they ſnould have believed; and 
G4 yet 
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yet are they Men of the very ſame Tempers 
with thoſe who ſaw, and did not believe. 
And, whatever they think, Pride and Va- 
nity, Selt-Conceit and Self. Intereſt, the 
Love of the World, and their Luſts and 
Paſſions, would blind their Eyes, and ſtop 
their Ears, and harden their Hearts; and, 
as they ever have done, to the End of 
the World, will make Men Infidels: Or 
if they could not deny the Matters of 
Fact, they would eaſily find ſome Excuſe 
or Evaſion; ; and rather than ſuffer them- 
ſelves to believe, would impute them all 
to the Power of the Devil, though at the 
very lame Time, they hardly believe there 
is any ſuch Being. But the Ground of 
this ſtrange and wild Conceit, that if they 
ſaw our Saviour, and beheld his Miracles, 
they ſhould be convinced, is, becauſe 
they know the Thing is impoſſible ; for 
then muſt our Saviour have been often in- 
carnate, and often have lived, and often 
have ſuffered, ſince the Foundation of the 
World, and in every Age too, and in eve- 
ry Nation, which they know cannot be, 
and therefore deſire it, becauſe they are 
ſure that all this is impoſſible ; and Men 
might as well reſolve, and declare they will 
not believe, becauſe they happen'd not to 
be living above lixteen hundred Years 8 
an 
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and were not born in Judea or Galilee: 
God has choſen this Way; and if they be- 
lieve there is a God, they cannot but ſuppoſe, 
he is wiſer than they are, and will not change 
his Counſels, nor alter his Method for their 
Pleaſure or Humour. And yet, after all, 
it is ſhrewdly to be ſuſpected, they do not 
wiſh he would change his Counſels, or 
alter his Method, and would even be 
ſorry to ſee him comply with them; 
for it is not their Buſineſs to be convin- 
ced or perſuaded, but only excuſed; and 
if that be their Buſineſs, they need not fear 
they ſhall want Excuſes: But though they 
may ſerve them now, for a while; yet 
they will not hold long, nor will lerye 
them hereafter, 


| InsTEAD of Inferences, I ſhall briefly 
conclude, in the Words of the Church ; 
and I en find better, nor can there be 
any more uſeful Inference. 


Let us heartily thank our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, that he hath vouchſafed to call 
ns to this State of Salvation, to this 
Knowledge and Faith in Chriſt Jeſus 

our Saviour 5 and humbly beſeech him 
70 mcreaſe this Knowledge, and con- 
firm this Faith in us CvVermore 3 — 

that 


% V. © 
that for the ſake of the ſame Chriſt Je- 
ſus: To whom with the Father, and 
the bleſſed Spirit, be all Honour and Glo. 
1, now and for ever. 


SERMON 


: 
— — — 
* 


+ * - 
ia *£ 
f o 
#F) - i 

.H 

4 j 

1 

it N 

1 

8 

e 

. 

1 
* 7894: 44 

. 9 1 

. 
17 

of ' 

o N 

1 : i 

U 
Pi ! 
= Fs Þ 
F j 
{ + 
my '$ 
1 
in 
? i 
F 
WT 
15 * 
9 

0 
1 
N 
14 

. 

+; $4 

177 
1 . 
ii 

, " 

4 
144 

! ! 

1 

"4 

A * 

« {85 
1 
1.35: #+ 
A 

14 1 

j 
nl 
FN LEY 
1 i; 

16 
i. 

86:5 

IE if 

os 1! 

, 
1 

+ ho 
5 at 4 

# 
T4 
1 

1 

1 

* 

[ 

[3 
2 5 
Toe k 6 
5 4 

1 

4 
(2 2 
T9] 
' l 
1. it 

15 U 

3 

Wy 
4 

of 3 
16 
GE 

4 
4 

IT b6 
_ $54 
o 77 . 
2 47.4 
F £84; | 

1 
* 37 
Fan 

abs; 

. 

9 79 

75 dre 

A. 

$3 

U 1 

10 

1 

FAR | 

43J'h 

$144; 

18 

"7: 1 

#10 

"IE 

þ $5. 

1 

: 

p 4 

11 

7 1 

II 

'+T 

The *3 

48 . 126 

"oy, 

: 

Th HY: 

1 

. N 

4 * 

3105 

4 19 

e 

1 . 

. 

N. 

7 
We 
i io 
#3 3:05 
70 
y * 8 | 

y l 
af Mt t 

4 | 

** 

14 
1 
4 . 

1 

1 

4 * YZ 

1 
\ 1 

5. 

N 4 

1 1 
5 

1 

1 
+ 4 
, * 

Wt 

4 

- 3414 
. 1 

1 

is | 

iT 2X 

: 1 
"4 U. 

7 

1 . 

4 

5 

1 

| 1 

\ , 

* 

1 
FP 


(WW + J 00d — 2 
was - WK v3 N 2 
A "hb -( D. 
4 DJ Sw w . 


y "2 
3 * 
2 — ve 7.» 
| @ » 
= 7 


SERMON VL 


— 


"» 


JOHN ii. 11. 


This Beginning of Miracles did Feſus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifeſted forth 
his Glory 5 and his Diſciples believed 
on bim. | | 


Have lately, (as ſome of 
you may poſſibly remember,) 
in order to the Diſcourſes 1 
deſign on the Miracles of 2 
our Saviour, laid down theſe _ 4 
Three Propoſitions. 


§—A—1—— — ꝙ—— ͥꝗ k— — — —0———— ¶— m ˙üm ü! 


I. FigsT, That Miracles are abſolutely 


2 for the proving of any new 
Doctrine or Religion. | | 


II. IM 
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II. SeconDLY, That when any new Doc. 
trine or Religion is thus once pro- 
ved, and ſufficiently confirmed, there 
is then no N eceſſity of any more Mi- 
racles, 


III. ANp, Dan That choſe who 
ſaw the Miracles, and thoſe who have 
received them ſufficiently atteſted, and 
yet have not beliey'd, are both (tho 
not equally, yet) very great Sinners; 
as thoſe were unpardonable, ſo theſe 
are inexcuſable; and theſe too, except 
they repent, will never be forgiven 
in this World, nor the other. 


Tus far 1 have gone by Way of ge- 
neral Preface ; and ſhall now proceed to 
our Saviour's firſt Miracle, which he 
wrought at a Marriage in Cana of Ga- 
lilee „ and is only recorded by his be- 
loved Diſciple and Apoſtle St. John, and 
not mentioned by any of the other Evan- 
geliſts : A fair and clear Confirmation of 
the Opinion of ſome learned Men, that, 
as the laſt Chapter in St John's Goſpel was 
an Appendix to his, and moſt probably 
added by the Church of Epheſus 5 fo his 
was an Appendix to the aber Goſpels, 
and deſigned to ſupply hat they had omit- 

| ted: 
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ted : As not only our Saviour's heavenly 
Extraction, they having only mentioned 
his earthly Genealogy, but thoſe other 
long and divine Diſcourſes immediately 
before his Paſſion, and, amongſt ſome other 
Paſſages, the very firſt Miracle which he 
wrought at a Marriage in Cana of Gali- 
lee. All this is probable, and ſeems ground- 
ed on very good Reaſon and Authority. 
But there are other Opinions, received and 
maintained, that have neither any good 
Reaſon or Authority, nor ſo much as any 
the leaſt Probability; and yet ſuch as re- 
lating to this preſent Miracle, deſerve to 


be conſidered, though not to be confuted. 
The Author of a Treatiſe, call'd the Lzfe 


of Jeſus, tells us, there was in the Church 


a Tradition, that this very Marriage, which 
St. John here relates, was his own Mar- 
riage ; and quotes for it, a certain (or un- 
certain) Preface of St. Jerome to St. 
John's Goſpel; and that our Saviour 
came, not only as invited, but on Purpoſe 
and Deſign to take St. John away, and 
perſuade and engage him to a State of Ce- 
| libacy : Or, as others, that St. 70% of his 
own Accord, reſolved on that State of Life, 
as being convinced, (convinced of what ?) 
of the Virtue and Perfection of a ſingle 

Life, by ſo ſtrange a Miracle ; a Conviction 


almoſt as ſtrange and miraculous ! There 


are 
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are ſome have gone farther, and tell us, 
that as our Saviour took away the Bride- 
groom, ſo the bleſſed Virgin took away 
the Bride, whom ſhe devoted and con- 
ſecrated to the Service of God ; and who 
lived with others of the lame Profeſſion 


under the Care and Tuition of the Vir- 


gin Mary ; as though it were not enough 
to make her the Queen of Heaven, unleſs 
too, they made her the firſt Lady Abbeſs. 
I ſhould not have related this ludicrous 
Story, but that I conſider, that perhaps at 


A Marriage, ſome innocent Mirth may be 


a little allowable. But to leave theſe Le- 
gends, and return to the Scripture. The 
third Day, there was a Marriage in Ca- 
na of Galilee, and the Mother of Feſus 
was there, and both Feſis was called, and 
bis Diſciples, to the Marriage. It is the 
unanimous Obſervation of all unprejudic'd 


and diſintereſted Writers, that our Saviour 


by his Preſence, and by his very firſt Mi- 
racle, which he wrought at a Marriage, 


deſigned to honour the State of Matrimo=- | 
ny; but, if the Legend be true, he could 
not have done it a greater Diſhonour, and 
was contrary, beſides, to his own Rule 


and Precept, W hom God had joiu'd, let no 
Man Put aſunden;; unleſs they will an- 
ſwer, (and they have anſwered as wiſely 


upon other Occaſions, ) that it was not Man, 
but 


4 * 


—— 
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but the Son of God, or God himſelf; that, 


as he had join'd them together, might put 


them aſunder. Much ſuch an Excuſe as 
ſome have made for St. Peter's denying 
his Maſter, when he curſed and ſwore that 
he knew not the Man ; that is, he knew 
not the Man, for he knew that he was 
God; and thus to fave St. Peter's Cre- 
dit they care not what becomes of our 
Saviour's Honour. And though he had 
foretold St. Peter's Denial, yet rather 
than grant it, they make our Saviour him 
ſelf a falſe Prophet: But, as the Scripture 
ſpeaks, Let God be true, and every Man 
a Lyar, even St. Peter himſelf, and all 
his Succeſſors. I ſay it is a general and 
unanimous Obſeryation of all, or moſt Wri- 
ters, that our Saviour, by his Preſence, 
and his very firſt Miracle, deſign'd to 
countenance and honour the State of Mar- 
riage; a State that was never diſcounte- 
nanced or diſcouraged, but in the worſt of 
Times, in dark or looſe Ages, and only 


diſparaged by Monks and Libertines. 


In ſpeaking to this Miracle, I ſhall 
only inſiſt on the moſt material and re- 
markable Paſlages : Which ſeem to be 
theſe; | = . 


I. Taz 
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L Tat Virgin's Words to our Sa- 
viour. 


„ Ou Saviour's Ares to the Vir- 
gin. 


III. Tux Miracle itſelf. 


IV. Axp the Effect of the Miracle, the 
Belief of the Diſciples; This Begin- 
ing of Miracles did ve ſus in Cana rf 
| Galilee, and manifeſted forth his Glory, 

and his Diſciples believed on him. 


I. Tre Firſt Thing then obſerveable i is, 
The Virgin Mary's Addreſs to our bleſſed 
Saviour : For by theſe Words, they have 15 
ine, ſhe doth not ſeem ſo much to in. 
form or acquaint our Saviour with their 
Want, as to intimate her Defire, and in 
a Manner to intreat him, that, ſome Way 
or other, he would ſupply the Defet. 
And why the bleſſed Virgin, ſhould be 
ſo mach concern'd to have this Want ſup- 
plied, is very well conjectur'd by the beſt 
Commentators ; and the Conjecture ſeems 
to be eaſy and natural: That, probably, 
the bleſſed Virgin was related, and of Kin 
to the Family ; and this they not only 


gathered by her being there e 
an 
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and, as it were, in Readineſs before our Sa- 
viour and his Diſciples were invited: But 
by her travelling ſo far as from her own 
Abode in Nazareth, to Cana in Galilee, 
which was above thirty Miles ; and they 
can hardly conceive ſhe would have taken 
ſo long a Journey to attend, and, perhaps, 
aſſiſt at the Marriage of a Stranger. And 
therefore, they think, ſhe was a little more 
concerned, to obſerve this Want or Miſ- 


fortune, for the Credit of her Friends; . 


and perhaps too, her poor Friends and 
Relations. But chiefly, becauſe this. Want 
or Defe& might be occaſion'd by a greater 
or more numerous Company, than at firſt 
was deſign?d ; our Saviour and his Diſciples, 
who upon her Account too, it was likely, 
were called and invited to the Marriage. 


This is all very well, and fo long as Mens 


Conjectures are fair and reaſonable, they do 
no Harm to the Truth of the Goſpel, but 
may ſerve to give ſome Light to the 
Hiſtory. But why the Virgin Mary, 


ſhould conceive or imagine, that our 


bleſſed Saviour ſhould ſupply this Defe& _ 
(as ſhe ſeems to do,) ſome Way or other, 
by Miracle, has been variouſly, though | 
not ſo very wiſely conjectured. Some think 
ſhe grounded her Hope and Expectation 


on ſome former Miracles, which they ſup- © 


Vor. L 25 H a . 
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poſe our Saviour might haye wrought at 
Home, in his private Eſtate, when he 

lived with 7 Fo /eph at Nazareth - And on 
like Occaſions might ſupply them in their 
poor and mean Condition. But this is all 
Fancy, and pure Imagination; and though 
St. John tells us, in the Cloſe of his Go- ; 
ſpel, that our bleſſed Saviour wrought 
many more Miracles than were written in 
that Book, yet I do not think theſe were 
any of thoſe Miracles. And, therefore, 
others have more wiſely conceived, that ſhe 
grounded her Hope and Belief of Dane Mi- 
racle, on the many Prophecies, and plain 
Declarations, that were made by the Angel, 
by Zachary, and Elizabeth, by the Shep- 
herds, the wife Men, and by St. John the 
Baptiſt ; which T hings ſhe 1 and pon- 
dered in her Heart: And, no doubt too, 
diſcourſed on them often with our Saviour, 
in his private Eſtate, when daily and con- 
tinually, ſhe enjoy ' d his moſt Holy and 
Divine Converſation: And he who would 
not ſuffer his moſt common Diſciples to be 
ignorant who he was, would certainly open 
the Scriptures, and expound them to her 
concerning himſelf . And we cannot but 
think ſhe was very well aſſured, that he 
was the Chriſt the Son of God, or the Meſ- 
/iah, before St. Peter's Confeſſion. How- 
ever, the does not either plainly requeſt - 

| as 
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ask for a Miracle, but with all Submiſſion 
only lays the Caſe before him, and leaves 
him to his own Wiſdom and Pleaſure. 
She knew not the Language ſhe has ſince 
been taught by ſome of her Votaries, To 
command her Son by the Right of a Mo- 
ther, Jure matris impera Filio ; and yet 
| the had ſure as much Authority over him 
then, as ſhe has over him now, in his Ex- 
altation : And what had then been only 
| Indecency, and Want of Reſpect, I am 
| ſure is now no leſs than Blaſphemy ; and 
the bleſſed Virgin might now anſwer her 
Worſhippers in the Words of our Saviour, 
What have I to do with you ? Why do 
you trouble and diſturb me with your 
Prayers and Devotions? Do that which my 
Son has bid you; and I am lure, he never 
bid you to worſhip, or pays me divine Ado- 
ration. 


II. Tut next Thing t to be conſidered, 
is, our Saviour's Anſwer to the bleſſed 
Virgin; which looks ſo ſevere, that ſome _ 
have endeavoured to alter the Meaning, 
and to mollify, as much as they can, the 
Expreſſion. The Mother of Feſus ſaith 
unto him, They have no Mine; and Jeſus 
faith unto her, Woman, what have J to 
do with thee 7 Ti HU Y cei; hat 1s that to 
thee and me ? How is their Want of Wine 

1 any 


| 
| 
| 
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any of our Concern ? But, beſides that 


this is almoſt as unkind, and Ts like re- 


proving the bleſſed Virgin for a very good 


Thing, her pious Deſirè of relieving others 
in Want and Diſtreſs; and was likewiſe 
agreeable to our Saviour s Diſpoſition, and 


his own good Nature, not only to his Di- 


vinity, but to his Humanity; this Opi- 
nion is by moſt, and the beſt Expoſitors, 
laid aſide and rejected; and the common 
Interpretation allow?d and embraced, as not 
only more natural, but more agreeable to 
the conſtant Uſe of this Phraſe in Holy 
Scripture ; as they ſhew by many Places, 
both of the Old and New Teſtament, which 
I ſhall not ſtay to repeat. But if Men muſt 
be ſoftening the Expreſſions, though I think 


there is no need; for, ſure, our Saviour, 


who ſpake ſo as never Man ſpake, knew 
well enough what he faid ; and never 
ſpoke any Thing but juſtly and proper- 
ly"; they ſhould do well to conſider the 
Reaſon of his Anſwer, which he gives us 
himſelf, that his Hour was not yet come. 
The Propoſal, however it might be kind 
and charitable, was yet a little unſeaſonable; 
and 'tis likely ſhe expected he would do 


ſome Miracle, in open and publick, and 


in the View and Preſence of all the 
Company ; but this he declin'd, as ap- 


pears by his ſuffering none to be pri vy 


to 
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to it, but only the Servants : And though 
ſhe might think this a fair Occaſion of ex- 
erting his Power, yet it was not for her to 
know the Times and the Seaſons, which 
the Father had now put into his Hands ; 
and he was beſt judge of the fitteſt Oppor- 
tunity, both when, and where, to 1 

his Miracles. This was the Reaſon, and 
may ſerve to abate the ſeeming or real 
Harſhneſs of the Expreflion : And there 
might be another of greater Imporcance, 
that perhaps too, occaſion'd the Harſhneſs 
of the Expreſſion : And without ſome ſuch 
Reaſon it is hard to account for our Savi- 
our's Carriage towards the Virgin Mary : 
For I do not think he ſo much deſigned to 
check or reprove her, as to check and re- 
ou the Zeal of others, and repreſs their 
orwardneſs. We cannot but believe that 
our bleſſed Saviour had the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, and plainly foreſaw, (and the Sight 
even pierc'd through his own Heart alſo,) 
and would therefore endeavour to ſtifle, and _ 
prevent, and ſuppreſs all unjuſt and undue 
Honour, that he knew would be paid her, 
by future Generations: And this is thought 
to be the trueſt Reaſon of our Saviour's 
treating her with ſo much Indifference; for 
whom he had certainly a due Regard, and 
a juſt Efteem, and a filial Obedience, and 
a natural Love, and a great Affection, not 


1 only 
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only for her Perſon, but her Virtue and 
Picty. Give me leave, ſince I am fallen 
upon this Subject, to obſerve (and it 1 
but what che Holy Scripture has thought 
fit to obſer ve) his Behaviour towards her, 
upon all Occaſions : When ſhe feared 
| the had loſt him, and after three Days 
Abſence, had found him among the Doc- 
tors, and began to complain, Son, why 
haſt thou thus dealt with us? Thy Father 
and I have ſought thee ſorrowing He on- 
ly anſwers, 5 zs it that you ſought me? 
waiſt you not that I muſt be about my Fa- 
ther's Buſineſs 2 But had he made ſome 
Excule, and begg'd her Pardon, what Tri- 
umphs ſhould we have had? and all have 
been {ſent to the Virgin Mary to beg For- 
givenels and Pardon for our Faults, by 
our Saviour's Example: And ſo here, if 
he had wrought this Miracle at her firſt 
Word, and without any Reply, we ſhould 
have been told, he wrought it at her Com- 
mand, and manifeſted only her Power and 
Glory: It is well if they had not added, 
Aud the Diſciples believed on her. When 
a certain Woman, with Joy and Admira- 
tion, lift up her Voice, and cried, Bleſſed 
ig, the Womb that bare thee, and the 
Papswhich thou haſt ſuck'd ! he ſilenced 
her Joy, and N her Wonder, with 
| a wile, 
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a wiſe, and grave, and pious / Sentence; va 
rather, Bleſſed are they that hear the 
Mord of God, and keep it. And yet the 
Words ſhe ſpoke were no more than the 
Angel's, that his happy Mother, whoever 
ſhe was, had been highly favoured, and 
bleſſed aboye Women. When he was 
ſpeaking to the People, and his Mother, 
and his Brethren were not able to come near 
him, becauſe of the Multitude, and one 
came and told him, Thy Mother and thy 
Brethren are ſtanding without, and de- 
firing to ſpeak with thee 5; he anſwers, 
ho is my Mother, and who are my Bre- 
thren 2 and ſtretching his Hands towards 
his Diſciples ſaid, Behold my Mother, and 
my Brethren ! for whoever doth the Will 
of my Father which is in Heaven, the 
ſame is my Mother, and Siſter, and Bro- 
ther. How is this like the Behaviour of 
Solomon to his Mother Bathſheba, when 
ſhe deſired to ſpeak with him? And the 
King roſe up, and went to meet her, and 
bowed himſelf to her, and fat down on 
his Throne, and commanded a Seat, or, ano- 
ther Throne, fo be ſet for his Mother, and 
ſhe fate on his Right Hand. And yet has 
all this been transferred and applied to the 


Holy. Jeſus, and the Bleſſed Virgin: And, as 


he fits on a Throne at the Right Hand of his 
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Father; ſo ſhe is ſeated (chough 1 4, not 
believe by his Command) on another Throne 
at the Right Hand of our Saviour. And 
they have made him ſpeak to her much 


like Solomon, Ask on, my Mother, for J 


will not ſay thee Nay 5 and has promiſed 


her there, he will deny her nothing : 


And, what is worſe, they have made her 
ask his very Kingdom: And, what is yet 


worſt of all, he has granted eyen that, as 
though he were not ſo wiſe as Solomon. 


'There 1s but one Place more in which 


our Saviour is mentioned with the Bleſſed 
Virgin; and that is at his Paſſion, when 


he Was Juſt expiring, and beheld his Mo- 


ther ſtanding by the Croſs, and the Diſciple 
whom he loved ſtanding by her, he ſaid 
no more to her, than, H/oman, behold thy 
Hon, and to the Diſciple, only, Behold thy 
Mother; and from that Hour, tis ſaid, 
that Diſciple took her to his own Home, 
and uſed her, and treated her with all Care 

and Reſpect, as ſhe had been his own Mo- 
ther ; and, no doubt, with much more, as 


ſhe was the Mother of his Lord and Sa- 
viour Chriſt Jeſus. And ſuch let her have 


too, in God's Name! but no more, in the 
Name, and for the ſake of God Almigh- 


ty. 


EL HAVE 
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I HAvE engaged in this Subject, before 
I was aware, a little farther than I intend- 
ed: However, I ſhall now proceed, and 
ſhall at preſent leave this Miracle in Cana 
of Galilee, for a greater at Nazareth, I 
mean the Worſhip of the Virgin . Mary, 
which, though of itſelf it be ſtrange and 
wonderful, yet is it ſtranger how it even 
gained any Credit or Belief; and yet has 
it been carried (like her Chamber at Na- 
gareth, or her Chappel at Loretto, tho? 
I think not by Angels) all over Chriſten- 
dom. | 


Ir is a wiſe Remark of a very good 
Writer, that whoever ſhall obſerve the 
great Honour and Worſhip that is paid 
the Virgin Mary, would think ſhe was 
mentioned in every Page of Scripture, and 
the Bible were full of her, from one End 
to the other. And ſo indeed it is, as they 
have managed the Buſineſs, There 1s 

hardly any Thing ſaid of God himſelf, but 
they have applied, and tranſlated to the 
Virgin Mary: Where, by a bold and a 
new kind of Index Expurgatorins, the 
Name of Lord is expunged, and that 
of Lady inſerted, I ſhall not inſiſt on 

ſmall, but give you ſome great Inſtances. 
| L- The 


O 
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The whole Book of Pſalms has been pro- 
phanely abuſed, and converted to her Ser- 
vice, and made the Virgin Mary's Pſalter. 
The firſt Words of the firſt Pſalm are read 
thus, in this new Verſion. Beatus vir, 
qui diligit nomen tuum, Virgo Maria; 
that is, Bleſſed is the Man that loves thy 
Name, O Virgin Mary. The Second thus, 
, Why do the Heathen rage? Why do our 
Enemies imagine vain Things? Stretch 
out thy Right Hand, O Mother of God, and 
protect us. Neither the Time, nor your 
Patience, nor (I believe) your Piety, will 
ſuffer me to repeat them all; and, therefore, 
I ſhall only mention a very few more, and 
of thoſe too, only the Beginnings. The 
Heavens declare thy Glory, O Virgin. 
Bring to our Lady, O ye Sons of Gd 
bring Praiſe and Worſhip to our Lady. 
Give Strength to thy Servants, O Holy 
Mother, and bleſs them that magnify thee. 
Like as the Hart deſires the Water Brooks, 
= fo longs my Soul after thy Love, O Holy 7 

| Virgin. Let Mary ariſe, and let her 
l | Enemies be ſcatter'd. Give the King thy 
= Yudgments, O Lord, and thy Mercy to 
the Queen his Mother. Truly God is lo- b 
wing unto Iſrael, even to ſuch as worſhip his * 
Mother. O how amiable are thy Dwel- f 
lings, O Lady of Hoſts ! It zs a | Joo , 
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Thing to give Thanks, and to confeſs to 
the Virgin Mary, and to ſing Praiſes to 
her Glory. Praiſe the Virgin Mary, O 
my Soul, and all that is within me, praiſe 
and glorify her Name. And the Lord 
ſaid unto my Lady, Mother, fit thou at 
my Right Hand. O Praiſe the Lady all 
ye Heathen, glorify her all ye Nations, for 
her «merciful Kindneſs remains upon us 
for cr. And ſo on to the very End of 
the Pſalms. O praiſe our Lady of Hea- 
ven, praiſe her in the Height; Praiſe. 
her Fun, and Moon; O praiſe her in 
ber Holineſs; Praiſe ber in her Virtues 
and Miracles : Let every Spirit, or eve- 
ry Thing that hath Breath, praiſe our 
Lady. | W OSA 


Ir this be not enough, you ſhall have 
more, if you can bear the Hearing. To 
this they have added the Song of the 
three Children. O all ye Works of the 
Lord, bleſs our Lady, praiſe and mag- 
nify her for ever : O ye ' Angels bleſs 
our Lady. And the Song too of Zacha- 
ry, inſtead of, Bleſſed be the Lord God 
F Iſrael ; Bleſſed be thou, Lady Mother, 
ave us from all our Enemies, and per- 
form the Mercy promiſed to our Fa- 
thers and us ; that we being delivered 

| YL 5 out 
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out of the Hands of our Enemies, May 
ſerve thee without Fear. And the Song 


the Lady depart in Peace, 
for mine Eyes ee ſeen the & alvatim 
of Mary. Even her own Song is turn- 


ed — her: My Soul doth magnify 


the Lord, and my Spirit hath — 


in my Lady. Nothing has eſcaped them, 
even the moſt folemn Te Deum We 

praiſe thee, O Mary; we acknowledge 
2 to be the Lady. All the Earth 
doth worſhip thee, the Spouſe of the 
Everlaſting Father. To thee all An- 
gels, Kc. continually dy cry, Hoh, 
Holy Mary, Mother of God. The 
Holy Church throughout all the World 
doth acknowledge thee, the Mother of 
an Infinite Majeſty. Thou art the Queen 
of Glory, O Mary. And ſo on to the 
very Concluſion, O Lady have Mer- 
cy upon us, have Mercy upon us O 
Lady, tet thy Mercy lighten ** As, 
as our Truſt is in Thee. 


| Abo to all theſe Pargers, and Praiſes, 
and Thankſgivings, they have added a 
Creed too, and as ſtrict as the Athana- 
ſian. Quicunque vult ſaluus eſſe, KC. 
Whoever will be faves, —_ all Ti * 


of poor Sharon Now letteſt thou the | 
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it is neceſſary, that be hold a firm Faith 
concerning Mary ; which Faith, except 
every one do keep whole and undefiled, 
without doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſt- 
mpgly. And concludes too, in the fame 
Manner. This is the true Faith con- 
cerning Mary; which, except a Man 
believe firmly and faithfully, he cannot 
be ſaved. © 5 


And now let any Man conſider, what 


Ground there is in Scripture, for this' 
extravagant Worſhip of the Virgin Ma- 


ry. There is not ſo much as the leaſt 
Foundation, no, not one of Sand, on 
which they can erect ſuch a mighty 
Fabrick of Prayers and Vows, and Al- 
tars and Temples: And though it has 
ſtood for many Ages, whilſt no Wind 
or Whiſper, nor the leaſt Breath of 
Air againſt it was ſtirring; yet it be- 
gins to ſink, and is ſinking apace; and 

(we hope in God) it will ſoon diſap- 
pear. I am ſure our Saviour by his 
Words and his Actions, has given no 
Encouragement to ſuch prophane Ex- 


preſſions, and idolatrous Practices; but 


has taken all Care, and imaginable 
Caution, to hinder us from thinking of 
her too highly, or more highly than 


Wwe 
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we ought. And though ſome Chriſ. 
tians have uſed her, as the Fews would 
have uſed our Saviour, and have taken 
her by Force, and have made her A 
Queen againſt - her Will; yet ſhe is 
_ aſhamed of the Honour; and the Crown 
they have given her, is as painful 
and grievous, as that of Thorns was 
to our Saviour: And the Knee they 
bow to her, and their Ave Maria, 
and their Hail Queen of Heaven, is not 
only an Abuſe * the Virgin, but Blaſ- 
phemy. | 


Ir may poſſibly be enquired, 1 to whit 
End or Purpoſe is all this Diſcourſe, 
when our Fear 1s paſt, and the Dan- 
ger is over, and we have no Appre- 
henfion thoſe Things ' ſhould return, 
or any more be. eſtabliſhed ? I pray 
God they may not ! But though we 
are .paſt all Senſe of Danger, I hope 
we are not paſt all Senſe of Grati- 
tude. It 1s natural for Men, and al- 

moſt unavoidable, when after a dread- 
ful Storm, or Tempeſt, they are got 
to Shore, to make a Stand, and look 
behind them a while, and rt what 
great Danger they had lately eſcaped, 

and with Eyes and Hands lifted up to 
| | Heaven, 
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Heaven, to thank and bleſs God for 
their happy Deliverance: And not on- 
ly ſo; but if they ſee others amidſt 
the ſtormy Winds and Tempeſts, yet 
toiling, and labouring, and ready eve- 
ry Hour and every Moment to periſh, 
to wiſh, and pray too, for their hap- 
py Deliverance. That God would hear 
ours and their. Cry, 1n their Trouble, 
and be pleaſed to deliver them out of 
their Diftreſs : That he would make 
the ſtormy Wind to ceaſe, and bring 
them into the Haven (where I hope they 
would, or) where they ſhould be to 
the Boſom of the moſt Primitive and 


moſt Apoſtolical, to the Communion - 


of the pureſt Church in Chriſtendom : 


I ſhall pray for them and us, in one of 
her Colleds.” 3. WE: 


GRANT, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, that the Courſe of this 
World may be (0 peaceably order- 
ed by thy Governance, that thy 
Ghurch may joyfully ſerve thee, 
zn all Godly Outetneſs ; through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; To whom 
with the Father, and the bleſſed 


£3 : Spirit, be all Honour and Glory. 
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J O HN ii. 11. 
This Beginning of Miracles did 75 [Us in 


Cana of Galilee, and manifeſted forth 
bis Glory 5 and his SHRINE believed 


on him. 


— Ie N ſſ n to this Miracle 
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1 to diſcourſe on 
1 thei four Particulars. -, | 


to our Saviour. 


II. Oos Saviour's Ane to the Vir- 
gin Mary. 


Vor. I. | 1 III. Tux 
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III. TE Miracle itſelf. And 


IV. Tur Effect of the Miracle. This Be- 
giuniug of Miracles did e ſus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifefted forth his Glo. 
ry, and his D:i/erples believed on him. 


I Have done with the Firſt and Second, 
and proceed now to the Third, the Mi- 
racle itſelf; which we have here related ex- 
atly and punctually, and with all Manner 
of Circumſtances, as (poſſibly) becauſe 
it was the Firſt, or the Beginning of our 
Saviour's Miracles, and becauſe it was 
not mentioned by any other Evangeliſt. 


TRERE were ſet, (ſays the Text,) or 
there ſtood, or were ſtanding, ſix Water- 
Pots, or Ciſterns, ſo large, as to contain 
two or three Firkins a- piece; and, becauſe 
it is not probable, that ſo large, and ſo 
many were ſet in every private Houſe, and 
every poor and ſmall Family; and this 
was certainly none of the richeſt, or the 
greateſt Families; it is the Opinion of learn- 
ed Men, that the Place where the Mar- 
riage Feaft was celebrated, was ſome pub- 
lick Room, or perhaps upper Chamber ad- 


Joining, or at leaſt very near the Syna- 


Ou” X 
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gague : And when theſe Water-Pots, or 


Ciſterns, were now almoit empty by the 
frequent drawing, or pouring out Water, 
not only for the Waſhing of their Hands, 
but of their Cups, and Veſſels, and all other 
Utenſils, our Saviour commands the Ser- 
vants to fill them again with Water. And 
though, poſſibly, they might wonder at ſo 
ſtrange a Command, and could not imagine 
what ſhould be his Meaning or Intention; 
8 having received a Charge from the 
Virgin Mary, who had certainly ſome Con- 
cern and Intereſt in the Marriage, they fil- 
led them up to the Brim ; our Saviour all 
the while doing nothing, only {peaking a 
Word, and, as it ſeems, not ſo much as 
riſing from T able, that it might not be 
thought he had dealt with the Servants, 
or combined with the Waiters, or that he 
had uſed any Manner of Artifice. And, 
as ſoon as the Servants had acquainted Our 
Saviour, they had obey'd his Command, 
without ſo much as firit trying or taſting 
it himſelf, to ſee whether it were Wine, 
as being "aſſured. of his Power, and not 
doubting the Miracle ; he bids them, Draw 
_ out now, and bear it to the Governor 
who was uſually ſome grave and ſober Per- 
ſon, and very probably, as ſome have con- 
jectur d, a Prieſt. And, if a Prieft, I would 
add another Conjecture, the Prieft that per- 


. form'd 
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form'd the Office of Marriage; whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it was to carve, and give the Bleſſing, 
to over- ſee the Gueſts, and regulate their 
Behaviour; to prevent all Diſorder, Exceſs, 
and Intemperance, and fooliſh Talking and 
Jeſting, which are not convenient: Who, 
when he had taſted the Water that was 
made Wine, and knew not whence it was, 
though 7he Servants who drew the Water 
knew, but had not ſaid any Thing to the 
Governor, and, perhaps, knew not them- 
ſelves it was turn'd into Wine, calls to the 
Bridegroom, and tells him, That all others 
do fet forth the good Wine at the Begin- 
ning, and when Men have well drank, 
then that which is worſe, the ſmaller and 
weaker ; but he had kept the good, the 
more noble and generous, the beſt Mine, 
until now, to theirs, and no leſs to his own - 
Admiration; who could not but wonder, 
and be mightily ſatisfied; when he was 
afraid of being aſham'd and diſgraced, he 
ſhould come off with Honour, and be praiſed 
and commended. This is the plain and full 
Account of the Miracle; and it may ſeem 
another, that we haye no Account of the 
_ Gueſts or the Governor, and of their Con- 
viction. They could hardly forbear out 
of mere Curioſity, to make ſome En- 
quiry, both of the Bridegroom and Ser- 
yants: And the Bridegroom knew nothing 

ay 
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any more than themſelves; and the Ser- 

vants as little, but only that they had fil 
led all the Veſſels with Water, at the Com- 
mand of a Gueſt that was there, and to 
them a mere Stranger. And it is not un- 
likely, but that ſome of the Company, and 
the Governor himſelf, upon ſo ſtrange an 
Accident, might riſe from the Table, and 
go to the Ciſterns, and taſte the Wine there 
for their own Satisfaction. Nay, and ſee- 
ing they were all Brim- full, to try them 
all, and to taſte of every Veſſel; and, 
being aſſured by the Servants and Atten- 
dants, it was juſt now but all Water: Tho? 
they muſt needs be aſtoniſhed, yet we do 
not read, that the Gueſts or the Governor 
were convinced and converted by ſo great 
a Miracle, They might talk of it a while, 
and it might ſerve for Diſcourſe; but, like 


the other Miracle of the multiplied Loaves, . 
it does not ſeem to have left any Impreſ- 


ſion; and the Loaves and the Wine too, 
were quickly forgotten. But whatever Ef. 
fect it had on others, it had a good Effect 
on the Diſciples ; for it is ſaid, They be- 
lieved ; that is, they believe that our Sa- 

viour was the Chriſt the Son of God, or the 


MMeſſiab. 


IV. Taz Fourth and Laſt Particular: 
This ge: Miracles did Feſus in 
1 Cana 
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Cana of Galilee, and manife Zed forth bis 
| Gy” 5 and his Diſciples believed on him. 


Who thoſe Diſciples were, we read in 
the foregoing Chapter: Two of them were 

_ Diſciples of St. John the Baptiſt, one of 
which is not named; and is thought by 
moſt Writers to be St. John the Evangeliſt, 
by his relating all thoſe Paſſages ſo exactly; 
and whoſe Manner it was, and perhaps his 
Modeſty, not to mention himſelf. The 
other was Andrew, who called his Brother 
Simon, and Philip, who alone was calld 
by our Saviour; and Nathaniel, who was 
called by Philip : And all of them, very 
likely, had been Followers or Hearers of 
St. John the Baptiſt, With theſe five Diſ- 
ciples our Saviour goes to the Marriage; and 
probably with ſome Defign and Intention, as 
may be {een by the Words of the Virgin Mary, 
to ſhew forth his Power, and manifeſt his 
Glory; to confirm his new Diſciples i in the 
good Opinion they had already conceived 
of him, in a ftronger Perſuaſion, and a 
firmer Belief that he was the Meſſiah - For 
though they had been with him a Day or 
two before, and had ſtay*d with him, and 
heard his divine Diſcourſes ; though he 
had told Simon, both his Name and his 
Fanuly, and had given him another Name, 
that of 1 or Porer ; ; and 1 

a 
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had told NaNaniel, he ſaw him under the 
Fig-Tree, before Philip call'd him; and 
Nathaniel, convinced even by that little 
Miracle, had own'd and declared he was he 
Son of God, and the King of Iſrael; yet 
our Saviour reſolved he would give "them 
now all together, a clcarer Proof, and a ful- 
ler Aſſurance, that he was (as they hoped, 


and thought him to be) the true and real 


Meſſiah ; of which he knew there could 


be no better Evidence, than a plain, eaſy, 


and undoubted Miracle, not difficultly 


wrought, nor hard to be underſtood ; but 


ſuch as at once ſhould both pleaſe and 
aſtoniſh : Like the beſt Thoughts, and the 
nobleſt Conceptions, that, at the ſame Time, 


are eaſy and wonderful. And for this he 


takes the very firſt Opportunity; and, not 
when in private, or alone by themſely cs, 
but at a publick Meeting, at a Marriage 
Feaſt, where they might have the Teſti- 
mony, both of their own, and other Men's 
| Senſes. And though our Saviour might 
well hope and expect, that ſo great a Mi- 


racle ſhould have had ſome Influence on 


others, though Strangers, yet he deſign'd 
It chiefly to convince his Diſciples, and 


for their Satisfaction. This Beginning of 


Miracles did Feſus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifeſted forth his Glory ; and his Dif 
ciples believed on him. 


1 4 Ha- 


| 
} 
f 


126 SERMON VII. 


3 vING thus explain'd = rd on 
the Miracle, with the chief Circumſtances, 
I ſhall ſpend the Remainder of this Time 
in ſome uſeful and practical Inferences ; 
that we may not, like the Gueſts that came 
to this Marriage, behold a great Miracle, 
and fo go away, and be never the better, and 
not at all edify'd. EE 


1. FIRST then I ſhall obſerve, T he "JS 
ſonableneſs of the Diſciples, in Believing 
our Saviour on the Account * this Mi- 
racle. 


2. SECONDLY, The Unreaſonableneſs 
of the Jews in not believing our Saviour 
on the Account of this, and of his many 
other Miracles. 


8 Aup T hirdly, The Unreaſonable- 
neſs of thoſe, who now deny Or queſ- 
tion the Truth of our ur 8 Mi- 
racles. 


1. FIRST, The Reaſonableneſs of the 
Diſciples in believing our Saviour, on the 
Account of this Miracle. For though he 
wrought many more and greater, in the 

Courſe of his Miniſtry, to ſecure and efta- 
bliſh or increaſe their Faith ; yet this was 
enough 


? - 
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enough for the preſent, and might yery 


well ſerve for a Ground of Believing. He 
wrought it before them with the greateſt 


Facility; without any Charm, like the 
Magicians or Sorcerers ; or uſing any 
myſtical or ſtrange unintelligible Words of 
Enchantment. And, as he wrought it with 


Eaſe, ſo he wrought it with the greateſt ' | 


Silence and Modeſty, and almoſt ſecretly, 
as ſecretly as poſſible ; and ſeemed to con- 


ceal, even whilſt he was manifeſting forth 
his Glory. And they could not imagine, 
that ſo meek and humble, ſo pious, ſo de- 


vout, and ſo holy a Perſon as they found 
him, in the ſhort and private Converſation 


they had with him, ſhould have any Intent 


to deceive ; or if he had, or could have 
had ſuch a Deſign, that God would coun- 
tenance or fayour him in it, and afliſt the 
Deceit: They knew as well, as the blind 
Man in the Goſpel, (for it is a natural No- 
tion,) That Cod heareth not Sinners : And 
of all Sinners, that he leaſt heareth Deceivers 


and Impoſtors. Were ſuch permitted to 
work as great Miracles, as thetr own true 
Prophets, the Kingdom of Heaven would 


be divided againſt itſelf, and never ſtand ; 

but have an End, as ſoon as it had a 

Beginning. And though, perhaps, one 

ſingle Miracle might not be ſufficient to 

haye proyed our Sayiour to be, indeed, 

7s | | the 
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the Meſſiah ; yet, having promiſed them 
greater Things before, and that they 
ſhould /ee the Heavens opened, and the 
Angels of God aſcending and deſcending 
upon the Son of Man ; this was enough, 
and a very fair Beginning, to make them 
believe, and become his Diſciples. And 
had they not been ſo far convinced by this 
Miracle, as to ſtay with him ; but had 
gone away, (as did many others, upon 
{ome little Offence or Exception,) and had 
went no more after him, they had neyer been 
Apoſtles, | —_ 


2. But Secondly, As the Diſciples acted 
very wiſely and reaſonably, in believing 
our Saviour, on the Account of this Mi- 
racle; 111 


So the Fews acted very fooliſhly and 
unreaſonably, in not belieying, on the Ac- 
count of this, and many more and greater 
Miracles. 1 


I sHALL not at preſent, and I need not 
inſiſt on the divine Authority of the Ho- 
ly Goſpel. It is enough for the Purpoſe, 
if it be but allow'd the Credit of a true 
and faithful Hiſtory. And, I am ſure, 
there was neyer fince the World began, 
any Hiſtory,” not only antient, one 0 

: dern, 
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| dern, recei ved upon better, or ſo good 


Grounds and Reaſons; or has been all 3 
Kind of Ways ſo fully atteſted. 


Now, in this we read, that our blefſed | 
Saviour wrought ſeveral Miracles,- in the | 
Towns and Villages of Zudea and Gali- 
tee ; in the City of Jeruſalem, in the 
open Streets, and the publick Synago- 4 
gues; that he healed all Manner of Diſ- |; 
eaſes and Infirmities ; made the Dumb to 1 
ſpeak, and the Deaf to hear, the Lame [| 
to walk, and the Dead to ariſe. And, tho? 1 
he wrought, indeed, many more Miracles 
than are written in this Book ; yet thoſe 
that are written, are more than the Ti ime 
will allow me to repeat. Now, how is 
it poſſible the Fews ſhould ever queſtion 
fo many plain, evident, and ocular De- 
monſtrations? Unleſs our Saviour, inſtead 
of reſtoring, had taken away, and, at 
the ſame Time, deprived them of their 
Senſes: Unleſs he had wrought one of 
Eliſpa's Miracles; and, inſtead of giving 
Sight to ſo many, had ſmitten all the Peo- 
ple with Blindneſs. There are feveral 
Reaſons that have been uſually aflign'd 
for this ſtrange Incredulity ; ; but may all 
be reduced to theſe two in general: In the 
er People, their implicit Faith in 


eir Guides and Rulers ; ; and in their 
N Guides 


— 
— . —— - - 9 W 


1 ; 


be put out of the Synagogue ; For they 


People, what can be the Conſequence ? 


7 
1 
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Guides and Rulers, their worldly Inte- 
reſt. Have any of the chief Prieſts or 
Phariſees believed on him? was ſuch 2 
Queſtion, as the People could not, or 
durſt not anſwer. And, tho? even ſome 
among the chief Rulers believed on him, 

et they did not confeſs him, becauſe of 
the Phariſees, and for fear they ſhould 


loved the Praiſe of Men, more than the 
Praiſe of God, And this was the Caſe 
both of the Prieſts, and the People. And 
when this 1s the Caſe of any Prieſts or 


When the Priefts bear Rule by thoſe 
Means, and the People loye to have it 
ſo, what can be the End, but the moſt 
ſtupid and reſolved Infidelity ? And, that 
we may not think this ſo very ſtrange 
and wonderful, we have an Inftance of it, 
and have had for many Ages, 1n a greater 
Church than that of the Fews ; where 
the People believe againſt all their Senſes; 
and the Prieſts believe nothing againſt their 


| Intereſt. We are told, indeed, of a great 


many Miracles ; and ſome, for the Proof 


of a very ſtrange Doctrine, that needs it moſt 
of any; and yet is not capable of Deng 


proved by a Miracle. For let us ſuppoſe 


the Truth of their Legends ; and that 
a Child (as they ſay) has appeared upo 


n 
the 
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the Altar, at the Time of Maſs : And let 


us ſuppoſe too, as they imagine, the Child 
that appeared there was Chriſt himſelf; 
how do they prove this ſtrange Appari- 
tion? They ſaw it plainly. And faw 
they not as plainly the Bread or Wafer? 
Unleſs they will tell us, he appeared on 
the Altar ; but appeared there, indeed, in 
the Form of a Wafer. But is it not ſtrange 
that Men muſt believe their Eyes in one 
Inftance, and not in a thouſand ? By the 
Way, this Miracle is very abſurd ; and, 
ſuppoſing it true, is very improper : For 
why ſhould our Saviour appear on the 
Altar, at the Time of Maſs, | which they 


will needs have a Sacrifice in the Form 


of a Child ? For was he crucified in his 
Childhood or Infancy ? This had been 

roper, if our Saviour had ſuffer d under 
5 and not under Pontius Pilate. If 
Men muſt believe they receive the fame 
Body, that hung on the Croſs, he ſnould not 
have appeared as a Child, but a Man in his full 


Growth and Stature. But this was a Miracle 


a little unwieldy, and not ſo eaſily managed. 
And, therefore, they would do well to take 
Care for the Future to lay their Stories 
more wiſely together. There is nothing 

in the World that has done more Miſchief 
to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, than theſe 


lying 


a 


5 
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lying Wonders: Vet, , notwithſtanding theſe, 


and all other Objections, there is no Rea. 
ſon in the World, why Men ſhould deny, 
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or deny our Saviour's Miracles, muſt 
(I conceiye) be one of theſe three Pre- 
tences. 


| or queſtion the Truth of our Saviour's Mi- 
| | racles. 
| TIE Third and laſt Inference of 
0 which as briefly as poſſible. 10 
| | 
j TRE Reaſon why Men ewher 0 

f 
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1. EiTHER, That the Actions aſ- 
cribed to our Saviour, were no real Mi- 
racles: 


2. Ok, if they were, that they were not 
performed by the Power of God, but of 
ſome evil Spirit: 


. 
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On that the Account we have of theſe 
Miracles, and the Relation itſelf, is not true 
or credible. 


T HE Firſt was 295 Pretence of ſome an- 
tient Heathens. 


TE 
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. Tax Second, of the Jan or the Scribes 
and Phariſees. it 


0 D the Third, of our modern Deiſts or 
Atheiſts. 5 


I ſhall crave Leave to invert the Order, 
and begin with the laſt, as of greateſt 
Concern; and on which depends the 
Force of the other; for if this be anſwer d, 
they follow of Courſe, and ſcarce need to 


be anſwer' d. 


Now I would only ask of ſuch Perſons, 
as doubt or deny our Saviour's Miracles, 
whether it be poſſible to be aſſured or ſa- 
tisfied in the Truth and Certainty of any 
Matters of Fact, that paſſed in the World, 
either Five hundred, or a Thouſand, or 
Two thouſand Years ago ? If they ay 
it is impoſſible, they muſt then reject 
not only all Hiſtories, but Records and 
Chronicles; and deſtroy all Writings, and 
all the Books in the World, like Goths 
and Vandal. They may tell us, if they 
pleaſe too, there were never ſuch a Peo- 
ple, as Gothe and Vandals : And they 
are the firſt that ever profeſſed and own'd 
ſuch rude and barbarous Ignorance. But 

if 
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if for Shame they will, and muſt allow, 
and cannot deny, but that the Tran. 
actions of former Ages may be preſer. 
ved, and delivered down to Poſterity, 


and with ſuch Marks and evident Charac- 
ters of their being true, as cannot be ſuſ- 


pected; there is then no queſtioning, or. 


doubting of n of our Saviour's Mi- 
rac les. 


TE Hiſtory of them has been now 
continued almoſt ſeyenteen hundred Years; 


and has been received too in almoſt all 
Nations, and almoſt all Languages; and 
without Interruption in any one Age, ſince 
the firſt Publication. | 


Ts they tell us here, that ſo has the 
Alcoran above a thouſand Years; the An- 
ſwer is eaſy; and they have been told 
it already a "thouſand Times ; and they 
ſee it themſelves, and perceive the Weak- 
neſs of their own Objection, That all 
that Religion 1s plainly adapted to the 
Luſts and Paſſions of human Nature; to 


ſenſual Pleaſures 3; and not only in this 


World too, but the other. And though 
one would think there were no need of 
Violence to eſtabliſh, or propagate ſuch 
an eaſy, carnal, and n Religion; 


yet 
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yet was it at firſt, and is ſtill promoted, 
by the Force of Arms; and without the Pre- 
tence of ſo much as one ſingle Miracle. 
Whereas the Goſpel is plainly a Religion 
directly oppoſite to all vile Affections; 
to Laſciviouſneſs and Wantonneſs; to 
every Iniquity; to all ſinful Luſts, both 


of the Fleſh and the Spirit: And yet 


was it ſo far from being aſſiſted or pro- 
moted by Force, that it obtain'd and 
prevail'd, not only without, but even 
againſt all the Power in the World, all 
the Wit and Malice, the Rage and Vio- 
lence; and by nothing in the World, 
but its own clear and invincible Evi- 
dence. And however Men love to argue 
and cavil, it is plainly incredible, and ut- 
terly impoſſible, if it had not at firſt been 
true and certain, and that too unqueſtio- 
nably, and that too infallibly, it could 
ever have been received or credited. 


2. AND as for the Cavil of ſome an- 
tient Heathens, in denying, or rather in 
leſſening and diſparaging our Saviour's 
Miracles, as trifling Actions, they are 
ſuch, I am certain, that our modern Atheiſts 
(though as bold as any -of the antient 
Heathens) will not deny to be really Mi- 


racles. Os 


Vol. I. " = 3. Anp 
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3. Anp the Cavil of the Jews, © or the 
Soribes and Phariſees, was yet more ab- 
ſurd; That he caſt out Devils, by the 
Power of the Devil : So weak an Argu- 
ment, as though he had put it into the 
Minds and Mouths of the Scribes and 
Phariſees ; yet was aſhamed of it himſelf, 
and own'd the quite contrary. ; 


| Tux 15 Application I ſhall make of 
the preſent, and the former Diſcourſes on 
this excellent Subject, ſhall be to thank 
God, and bleſs his holy Name, for ha- 
ving given us ſuch abundant Affurance, 
ſuch a full, perfect, and compleat Satif: 
faction, of the Truth and dn of 
our Holy Religion. And ſince he has 
not left himſelf without Witneſs, all man. 
ner, all poſſible kind of Teſtimony, he 
has left us, if we do not believe, without 


Excuſe. 


T THANK God (and IT hope J ſpeak the 
Mind too of many others) I do as firm- 
ly believe our Saviour's Miracles, as had 
I been preſent, had IT ſeen them with my 
Eyes, had he reſtored my Sight, and had 
been the Object of one of his Miracle 
And 1 do as _ believe, (and ſo ! 
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hope too, do others,) that as he raiſed 
thoſe who are mention'd in the Goſpel, 
and himſelf from the Dead, he will raiſe 
us alſo; And as at the Marriage at Ca- 
na in Galilee, he turned Water into 
Wine, by a greater Miracle he will 
change our vile and mortal Bodies, even 
into immortal and glorified Bodies; and 
when the Marriage of the Lamb is come, 
we ſhall drink of that new, that ineffa- 
ble Wine in his Father's Kingdom : And 
(to uſe. the Words of the Spirit,) Bleſſed 
are they which (ball be called to that 
Marriage. I ſhall end all with a very 
good Collect, and there cannot be a bet- 
ter, or a fitter Concluſion to theſe Diſ- 
courſes. - 


BLESSED Lord, who haſt 
cauſed all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our Learning ; graut 
that we may in ſuchwiſe hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly di- 
geſt them, that by Patience and Com- 
fort of thy Holy Word, we may 
embrace and ever hold faſt the Bleſ- 
fed Hope of everlaſting Life, which 

thou haſt given us in our Saviour 
Jeſuis Chriſt: To whom with the Fa- 
ther, and the bleſſed Spirit, be all 

: K 2 onour 
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Go 
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JOHN. ii. 13, 14, Ge. 
Aud the Jews Paſſover was at hand, and 


Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem : 

And found in the Temple, thoſe that fold 
O xen, and Sheep, and Doves, and the 
Changers of Money ſitting. 
Aud when he had made a Scourge of ſmall 
Cords, he drove them all out of the 
Temple, ; Re. 55 


O may poſſibly remem- 
ber, that I have propoſed 
to diſcourſe on ſome of our 
Saviour's Miracles: And 
there being no Scarcity 

| of them, but great Plen- 
ty and Abundance, it may perhaps be en- 
quired, why this Action of our Saviour, 
. K 3 ſhould 


_ 
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ſhould be peculiarly ſelected, and looked 


upon as a Miracle. 


To which I ſhall briefly anſwer, with 
a very antient, learned, and pious Father 
of the Church. © Many (lays he) ad- 
« mire the other Works of our Saviour, 
© as his making the Blind to ſee, the 
« Lame to walk, the Deaf to hear, and 
the Dumb to ſpeak ; but to me (ſays he) 
<« there is nothing more ſtrange and won- 
« derful, than that a ſingle Perſon, whoſe 
 < outward Appearance and bodily Pre- 
« ſence was mean and contemptible, with 
« a Scourge of ſmall Cords, ſhould drive 
before him ſo vaſt a Multitude of Buyers, 
and Sellers; ſome Hundreds, perhaps 
«' Thoutands, and make them all quietly 
« depart the Temple, without any Diſ- 
turbance, or the leaſt Sign of Reſiſtance, 
« AWork that had not been done fo caſily, 
„ by a Band of Soldiers or the whole Ro- 
« man Garriſon.“ | . | 
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AND, therefore, it may well and very 
juſtly be reckon'd among our Saviour's Mi- 
racles: And I ſhall treat on it, not only 
for the Greatneſs of the Action, but as 
it affords us many uſeful and profitable 
Inſtructions. | 


Ax 


—— — 
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I. And the Firſt is in the Entrance of it: 
Our Saviour?s Example, in going up to 
Fats lt at the F eaſt of the Paſ- 


OVer. 


Fon as he went to Jordan among a 
Croud of People, confeſſing their Sins, tho“ 
he had no Sins to confeſs; and was there 
baptized, though he had no need of Bap- 
tiſm, and had no Sin at all, not fo much 
as the Stain of Original Sin, to be waſhꝰ'd 
away; and as too he faſted, though he had 
no need of faſting, and had no Paſſions or in- 
ordinate Affections to be ſubdued or morti- 
fied ; ſo here he goes up with the reſt of 
the People to the Feaſt of the Paſſover, 
though, the Feaſt being in great Meaſure 
appointed and inſtituted for his fake and 
— and being a Type of himſelf, and 
a greater than Moſes was here, he might 
very well ſeem to have been excuſed and 
exempted : But he who came to fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs, was ready to obey all pious 
Rites and divine Inſtitutions, leaving us an 
Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps, in 
whom, as there was no Guile or Deceit, ſo 
was there no Pride, no Perverſeneſs, or 
Obſtinacy. Which ſhould teach us all to 
have more Regard than we uſually have, 
both for the Church's Faſts and F eſtivals. 


K4 We 
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We have here our Lord going up to Fe- 


ruſalem at the Feaſt of the Paſſoyer ; and 


yet we have Chriſtians, who, though Chriſt 
our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us, either keep 
not the Feaſt, out of perfect Prophaneneſs, 


or keep it with the old Leaven of Super- 


ſtition, or with the new Leaven of Malice 
and Wickedneſs. There is hardly any Day 
ſet a- part in Honour of our bleſſed Saviour, 
that deſerves to be more devoutly and re- 
ligiouſly obſerved, than the Day of his 
Paſſion ; the trueſt Rubrick in the whole 
Church's Calendar; and yet there is hardly 
any Day more negle&ed : And though 
Men do not, indeed, bring their Sheep and 
Oxen, and their Tables of Money-Chan- 


ging into the Temple ; yet neither do they 
£0 thither themſelves. Inſtead of Faſting, 


and Prayer, and Devotion, they have made 
it a Day of Trading and Merchandize; and 
were our Saviour on Earth, he would have 
now more Occaſion of ſhewing another and 
quite contrary Miracle ; and ſcourge the 
prophane Buyers and Sellers from their 

Stalls and Markets, and drive them into 
the Temple. But this, by the Way, I 
could not but mention, though J have little 
Hopes of reforming ſo great and general 
an Abuſe; and ſhall, therefore, only wiſh 


that all Perſons of more. Leiſure, and of 


more Religion, would keep the great Day 


of 


. 
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ü if our Saviour's Paſſion with Faſting and 


Praying, and fill up what ls wann ke 
other's Devotion. 


N o ſooner was our Saviour enter'd © 


ruſalem, but he proceeded to the Temple; : 


and in the Court of the Gentiles, inſtead of 
finding the Gentile Conyerts praying and 
worſhiping, he finds the Jeu themſelves 
trading and trafficking, buying and ſelling, 


and changing of Money, as though it was 


not Part of the Temple, but a Fair or a Mar- 
ket, a Burſe or Exchange. Such is the 
N ature of Ayarice, it takes all Opportuni- 
ties, and watches all Occaſions of Profit or 
Advantage : It turns the Temple itſelf to 
a Corban, whereby God himſelf ſhall not 
be profited; makes a Gain of Godlineſs, and 

ſets even Religion to Sale, and puts it out 
to Uſe and Intereſt. The moſt pious Rites, 


and the wiſeſt Inſtitutions, cannot eſcape 
it; 'tis the Root of all Evil; of Evils, 


though never ſo croſs and contradictory; 


and Covetouſneſs 1 18 Sacrilege, no 6 than 


5 #* 


Idolatry. 


Tux Occaſion of this great Abuſe and 
Prophaneneſs was briefly this : The People 
were directed by the Law of Moſes, both 
Jeu and Proſelytes, who lived at a Diſ- 
tance, to faye the Charge and T rouble of 

bringing 
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bringing their Sacrifices ſo far, to buy their 
Sacrifices at the Place which God ſhould 
chooſe for his Worſhip, to place his Name 
there, which was at Zeru/alem: And, tho? 
ſome. other Part of the City might have 
ſerved as well, yet the Prieſts and Levites 
who had Charge of the Temple, upon 
ſome wiſe and weighty Conſiderations them 
thereunto moying, and making the People 
pay for their Standings, had aſſign'd the 
outward Court of the Gentiles, for this 
Uſe and Service. The Pretence, indeed, 
was fair and plauſible, as a Place of any 
the moſt convenient for the Prieſts and the 
People, as being near to the Temple ; 
and where the Prieſts might the better exa- 
mine the Sacrifices, and inſpect them be- 
fore they were ſold to the People, whether 
they were all without Spot or Blemiſh, and 
ſuch as the Law of Moſes required. 


THzst were their Reaſons, and they had 
no better, to conceal their Ayarice, and ex- 
cuſe their Prophaneneſs. But our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, to whom no Sin was ever more hate- 
ful and deteſtable than Hypocriſy, eſpecial- 
ly in thoſe who profeſſed, and pretended, 
and ought to be Examples of Piety and 
Holineſs, could not bear ſuch Abuſes : 
Even his meek Spirit was moved with Paſ- 
ſion, and provoked to Indignation: And, 

5 >. though 


SERMON VM. 139 


though he could forgive any Wrongs or In- 
juries that were offered his Perſon, and 
could ſuffer himſelf to be ſpit upon, and 
ſold; yet he could not endure the Temple 
of God to be defiled and polluted, and 
his Father's Houſe made an Houle of Mer- 
chandize: He knew well, indeed, how to 
be angry, and yet not ſin; and yet knew 

1t was a Sin here, not to be angry. 


A xa1k Inſtruction, and ſufficient Au- 
thority, for the Servants of Chriſt, and 
eſpecially his Miniſters, to ſhew the 
| greateſt Zeal and Concern for the Ho- 
nour of God, and his moſt holy Religion, 
The Affronts and Abuſes that are offer- 
ed themſelves they may ſcorn and de- 
ſpiſe, or pity and forgive; but they may 
not, they cannot ſee God diſhonoured, and 
his Name blaſphem'd ; they muſt not ſuf- 
fer the Goſpel. of Chriſt, and its ſacred 
Myſteries, to be reduced to nothing but 
natural Religion ; and the inward Temple, 
and the Holy of Holies, made a Court of 
the Gentiles. Will 2 Man rob God, ſays 
the Prophet Malachy, though but in Tythes © 
and Offerings £ But what is this in com- 
pariſon to the robbing God of his very Di- 
vinity ? to making his Houſe, which he 
delign'd an Houle of Prayer, a Den of 


 Thieyes to all Nations? It is obſerycable 


that 
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that our Saviour, in the whole Deportment, 


and all the Actions of his Life, never appear d 


ſo tranſported, as twice he appear'd upon this 
very Occaſion, both in the Entrance, and 
the Cloſe of his Miniſtry. As it was one 
of the firſt he wrought in Publick; ſo was 
it one of the laſt and concluding Miracles : 


And conſidering his mild and gentle Diſpo- 


ſition, ſeem'd ſo ſtrange to his Diſciples, 
they had Recourſe to the Scripture, and 
thought he was only fulfilling a Prophe- 
cy. They remember'd it was written, The 
Leal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up, hath 
ſpent, hath waſted, hath exhauſted my Spi- 


Tits. It was ſpoken by David out of great 
Zeal for the Houſe of God, and his Wor- 
| ſhip and Service; and was well applied 


and becoming our Sayiour, both as the Son 
of God, and the Son of David. 


Bor though our Lord was very juſtly 
provoked at the Sight of ſo great Abuſe 
and Prophaneneſs ; yet he ſuffered not his 


Anger, and his juſt Diſpleaſure, to fly out 


into any extravagant Paſlion : He rebukes 


them but gently ; and though he came (to 
uſe the Apoſtle's Expreſſion) wth a Rod, 
yet he came too with a Spirit of Meekneſs: 
For ſeeing on the Ground ſome broken 


Pieces of Cords, that had been uſed about 


their Beaſts and Sacrifices, and were much 
| fitter 
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fitter to be uſed on themſelyes, and taking 
them up in his Hand, and yet, for ought. 


appears, without ſo much as ſtriking any 
one Perſon, he driyes them before him, all 


out of the Temple; and they too, in Haſte, 


their Sheepand Oxen: And had henot oyer- 
turn'd them, theMoney-Changers with Fear 


and T rembling, had been ready themſelves to 
overturn their own Tables. A learned Wri- 


ter, in his Notes and Comments on this Paſ- 


ſage, has quoted an antient Opinion, which 


yet he rejects: That, at this Time, there 
« appeared in the Looks of our Saviour, 
« ſuch a wonderous Glory, and ſo mighty 


c a Splendor, as the Prieſts and People 


« wereamaz'd and dazzled; and not only at 
« the Sight of his Rod, but fled away at 
« the Brightneſs of his Preſence ; ſuch as 
« that, which appeared in the Face of Mo- 
« /es, when he came down from the Mount, 


“ and the People were not able to bear 


the Brightneſs of his Countenance.” But 


this that learned and judicious Writer has 
wiſely laid aſide, and caſt a Veil over it, as 


having no Foundation in Scripture. And it 
is not likely that our Sayiour's Diſciples,who 
were with him in the Mount, and related ſo 


exactly all the Particulars of that Transfi- 


guration, ſhould ſay nothing of this, when 


of that there were only two or three, and 
of this, perhaps, two or three thouſand Wit- 


neſſes. 
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neſſes. And, therefore, it is better with- 
out ſuch Suppoſitions, to take the Scripture 
as it is, and conceive our Saviour without 
any Rays or Beams of Glory, in his own 
human and natural Appearance: And the 
Wonder was greater, that ſo plain a Perſon 
in the Shape of a Man, and with a little 
Rod, ſhould drive them out of the Temple, 
than had he appear'd with a Flaming 
Sword in the Form of an Angel. It was 
therefore, ſure, very idle and im pertinent 
in the Zews to queſtion his Power and Au- 
thority ; or to ask, What Sign or Wonder 
ſheweſt thou, that thou doſt theſe Things ? 
when the Thing itſelf was a Sign and a 
Miracle. And our Saviour ſeems to have 
thought them impertinent by the Anſwer 
he gives, which, though much to his, was 
little to their Purpoſe ; and yet ſuch as 
their idle Queſtion deſerved, Deſtroy this 
Temple, and in three Days I will raiſe it 
up again; which they underſtood (and fo 
he let them underſtand it, as deſerving no 
better) of that material Temple ; which yet 
he meant of the Temple of his Body ; and 
which, all Things conſidered, in that Senſe 
too, was no leſs a Miracle: And yet when 
wrought, and they could not deny, they 
endeavoured to conceal ; and, though they 
knew it, yet would not believe, till our 
Lord came again in a more terrible Man- 
| Ss ner, 
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ner, and drove them all out of the Temple 
for ever, and laid it with the Ground; and 
all the Wit and Malice, and the Art and 
Induſtry of Jews and Gentiles, have never 
been able to raiſe it again. 


Bur now, belides, that this memorable 
Action of our Saviour in itſelf, was great 
and wonderful, it affords us many uſeful 
and profitable Inſtructions; ; and may ſerve 
in like Caſes to regulate both our Opinion 
and Practice. 


Ir may teach us to avoid the eus 
Superciliouſneſs, their proud Scorn of all 
others. It was a ſtrange Contempt they 
had of the Gentiles, to take their Place of 
Worſhip, and turn it into Stalls and Stables 
for Cattle; as though they thought them 
no better than the Beaſts that periſh, or no 
better, at leaſt, than the Beaſts they ſacri- 
ficed: And yet this was ever their Humour, 
and is too the Nature of all proud People, 
not only to flight and deſpiſe, but to vex 
and affront, to grieve and ſpight thoſe 
whom they ſcorn and contemn. It is true, 
indeed, 'God had highly favoured and ho- 
noured the People of the Zews, above all 
other Nations; and theirs were the Fathers, 
and theirs were the Oracles, and theirs were 
the Promiſes, and thetrs was the Coyenant ; 
bur 
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come into the Character of one of the beſt 
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but not with Intent that they ſhould be 
proud, and deceitful, and arrogant ; but 


humble, and thankful, and ready to diſtri- 


bute, and willing to communicate, and let 


others partake of the ſame Graces and Be- 


nefits. And'it was a ſtrange Way of ob- 
liging the Gentiles to have any good 
Thoughts, either of them, or their Reli- 
gion, by treating them with ſo little Re- 
ſpect or Regard, by ranking them with 


| Beaſts, (and to increaſe the Affront,) per- 


haps ſome of thoſe Beaſts they had former- 
ly worſhipped : But it was not only the 
Fault of the ZFews ; I fear it has been a little 
too common with Chriſtians, to ſcorn and de- 


ſpiſe, and condemn all others that are not 


of their Church and Communion ; to look 


upon them, as no better than Heathens, and 
hardly allow them to be good or true 


Chriſtians. This is peculiarly the Mark 
and Character of one of the worſt, 
the moſt ſuperſtitious, and the moſt 1do- 
latrous,) and I ſhould be ſorry to ſee it 


Churches in Chriſtendom. 


St. Paul, who ſeems of all the Apoſtles 
to have the greateſt Zeal, had the greateſt 
Charity, and he adviſes no? to judge thoſe 
that are without; and again, not to judge 


another's Servant; and eſpecially too when 
5 „ 
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he declares and profeſſes to own the ſame 
Lord, and ſerve the ſame Maſter. I ſpeak 
not this! in the leaſt to abate your Zeal and 
Concern for our own Conſtitution: It is cer- 
tainly the beſt, and undoubtedly the pureſt, 
and the moſt perfect of any this Day in 
Chriſtendom: But the trueſt Uſe, and the 
propereſt Inference, and the right Appli- 
cation, we ſhould make of this Article we 
ſo firmly believe, is, to take all Care, ſince 
Vue have the beſt Church, to be the beſt 
Chriſtians : That we add (to uſe theA poſtle's 
Expreſſion) 70 our Faith, Knowledge, and 
10 Knowledge Temperance, and to Tempe- 
rance Patience, and Meekneſs, and Kind- 
neſs, and brotherly Charity: Or, if I may uſe. 
my own Words again, ſince we have the beſt 
Church, jth we be the beſt Chriſtians. 


ANp as we may eat by this Action of 
our Saviour, to beware of the Yetiſh Pride 
and Conceit ; ſo to beware of their Ava- 
rice: And 1 in both his Reproofs, our Sa- 
viour ſeems to ſtrike at this Sin more ex- 
preſly : Make not may Father's Houſe, an 
Houſe of Merchandize : And, My Houſe 
| ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer 5 but 
ye have made it a Den of Thieves. It was 
not ſo much defiled and prophaned by their 
foul Beaſts and Cattle, as their ſordid Gain, 
and their more _ Lucre. And this too, 
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no leſs than Pride and Arrogance, was the 


to be their Spirit and Genius ; and as 


though it were the original Sin of that Na- 


tion, has been derived through all Ages, 
to all their Poſterity. No People in the 
World ever ſerved Mammon, like the on- 
ly People of the God of {/rae/: But their 
Sin here was greater in turning his 'Houſe 
into a Houſe of Merchandize, and making 


their God himſelf to ferve Mammon. 


AND yet here I could wiſh, as in the 


former Particular, this were only the Sin of 


the Few People: But I fear it has ſpread 
too much among Chriſtians ; and many who 
cry the Temple of the Lord, the Temple 
of the Lord, do only mean the Temple of 
the Goddeſs Diana, whom, as once all 


Ala, ſo they, and almoſt all Europe at this 
Day do worſhip. And of this, as indeed 


of all other Corruptions, no Church in the 
World was ever ſo guilty without Shame 


or Bluſhing, as that which will needs be 


the only and Catholick. There is hardly 
one Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, but 
they have turned into Profit, and took 
every Article, and melted it down, and 
coined it again, and ſtamped it anew, with 


their own Image and Superſcription ; and 
therefore that Saying of one of their Holi- 


Z * a 


neſſes, ere nobis Divitias contre 
hac Fabula Chriſti ! What a World of 
Riches have we got by this Story, or Fable, 
of Chriſt ! was as falſe as prophane : It was 
not the Story, the true Story of Chriſt, but 
their own Fables and Legends that brought | 
them ſuch a Maſs of Wealth and Treaſure: 
But if it were a Fault in the Fews, to ſuffer 
the Merchants and Money-Changers to en- 
ter the out ward Court of the Temple, what 
a Crime had it been? what a Sight to be- 
hold the High-Prieſt himſelf, in his Mitre 
and 'Ephod, with his Breaft-Plate and his 
infallible UDrim and Thummim, fitting in 
the Sanctuary, and making a Table of the 
very Altar itſelf, and telling of Money, 
and ſelling the Law, and the Ark of he 
Cy WH. 


THERE are many other very uſeful and 
profitable Inſtructions, this Action of our 
Saviour affords ; but I ſhall mention: but 
one, and though the moſt obvious, yet as 
uſeful as any; and that is, the due Regard 
and Reverence we ſhould | pay to the Houſe 
of God, and the Honour we owe to the 
Place where his Honour dwelleth. 


1 CONEESS, indeed, as to this Particular 
we ſeem of late Years (and God be thanked 
for it) to be a little reformed. Time was, 
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and not beyond ſome Mens Memories, when 


a ſtrange, rude, and undecent Behaviour in 
the Church was efteem'd a Part of Religion; 


and Men thought they were bound in the 
Houſe of God to be cover'd; not becauſe 
of the Angels, but becauſe they thought 
themſelves Saints and Angels. But, God 
be praiſed, the Church has now no ſuch 
Cuſtom ; and People ſhew, in this Place, 
more Manners and good Breeding, however, 
and, perhaps, very often a little too much 
good Breeding and Civility, and are more 
intent, and ſeem more concerned to pay their 
due Revards and Reſpects (I had almoft 
ſaid their Devotions) to one another, than 
to God almighty. But let us ſuppoſe we 
were only in thePreſenceof an earthlyPrince, 
to whom we had an humble Suit and Petition 
of the greateſt Concern, on which depended 
our Lives and Fortunes, our Eſtates and 
Honours, and all our Safety and Happineſs; 
would it not look very ſtrange and unſeem- 


Iy, when we come into his Sight, forgetting 
his Preſence, to be gazing about, and paying 
our Homage, and making our Court. to his 


Servants and Followers, and (perhaps too) 
none of his Servants and Followers, but ſuch 
Strangers as we, and all poor Petitioners ; : 


and teaching them too the ſame Misbeha- 


viour, and forgetting him, to return our Ci- 
vilitics 7 
Now 
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Ne ow theſe Things (to uſe the Apoſtle 8 


Expreſſion) 1 have in a Figure transferred 


zo ourſelves, and they ſhew us our Duty, 
and how we ought to behave ourſelyes 1 in 


vs Sanctuary. 


Ax if this be not a Place of Gazing, it 
is leſs of idle and fooliſh Talking, which 
here, ſure, if any where, is not convenient. 
I ſhall not diſpute the perfect Illegality; but 
if it be lawful, yet it is not expedient ; and 
if it be lawful, yet it does not edify. It di- 
verts our Thoughts, and hinders our Atten- 
tion, and often too loſes many a good Prayer, 
and ſpoils our Devotion. And let none in 
this think to excuſe themſelves, by the 
Example of others : It is not to be excuſed 


or juſtified by any; and the greater, and 


the better, the worſe the Example. But 
though we thus ahve are yet perſuaded, 
and not only perſuaded better Things of you, 
but ſee better Things daily: And, perhaps, 
few ſuch Places can ſhew a more decent, a 
more grave, ſerious, and pious Behaviour. 


Lr us all therefore, as I hope we do 
always, when we come to this Place, think 


| Where we are going; and when we are here, 
think what we are doing; and ſet a Watch 


before the Doors of our Lips, and thoſe of 
— EE. . 
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our Ears, and make a Covenant with our 


Eyes, that we neither behold; nor talk, nor 
liſten to Vanity. 


AnD if we thus humbly and Jevoutly 
ſerve God in this World, this outward Court 
of his Temple, we ſhall at length be admit- 
ted into the Holy of Holies, where nothing 
within us, and nothing without us, nothing 
we ſce and nothing we hear, will hinder, 
but all improve our Devotion; and where 
we ſhall meet too, with many of thoſe with 
whom we had often walked to the Houfe 
of God as Friends; and ſhall bleſs them, and 
bleſs ourſelves, and bleſs God for his infi- 
nite Goodneſs in bringing us thither, and 
praiſe and adore him to all Kternity' 


A ND God vouchſafe of his infinite Good. 
_ neſs to bring us all thither, for the ſake 
of Chriſt AY Zo whom, with the 
Father, and the Bleſſed Spirit, be all 
Honour and Glory, node, and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Whos Si n Peter ſaw it, ite fell bu 
LY 7 Knees, ſaying, Depart from me, 
for 4 am aſmful Man, O Lord. 51 A 


For he was ; aftoniſhed, "and all that were. 
 * avith him, at the Draught of the F. Ls 
which they had Zaken, 3177 


N N treating on the TY RL . 
Bll our bleſſed Saviour, I ſhould 
not haye thought it neceſſary 
to inſiſt on this, as (perhaps) 
one of the leaſt and meaneſt 

of his Miracles, and there be- 

ing ſo many greater and much more conſi- 


derable, but that I find, it extolled and 
** mightily 


of other Miracles; it is ready to bre | 
and of a Miracle, is almoſt turned into a Pa- | 
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mightily improved by ſome of che Romi 
Writers; and, like St. Peter's Net 16 full 
reak again; 


rable : But it is the peculiar Felicity of 
thoſe who believe the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, not to ſee what all Men ſee, and 
to ſee what no Body can ſee but themſelves. 
An indifferent Perſon would hardly imagine 


that either St. Peter's, or the Pope's Supre- 


macy, ſhould have any Ground or Founda- 
tion in this Miracle; and yet they tell us 
it is plain; and they may tell us, if they 


pleaſe, that his Holineſs's Chair was made 


out of the Reliques of this very Ship of 
St. Peter. And had thoſe great Men, of 
ſuch Fancy and Invention, been ſo happy 
as to have thought of it, 1 may ſafely en- 


gage it would have been believed and ador'd 


by the People. It were to no purpoſe to 
enquire, how it is poſſible that an old Piece 
of Timber, without rotting or decaying, 


ſhould laſt ſo very long; when the Wood 
of the Croſs has laſted now almoſt ſeventeen 


hundred Years, and been as ſtrangely preſer- 
ved; and not only laſted, but by as great a 
Miracle as that of theLoaves and Fiſhes, has 


increated and multiplied ; and they have 


gathered of the broken Pieces and Frag- 
ments, not only enough to fill a few Bat 


kets, but even Ships, and much larger than 


that 
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chat of St. Peter. And, left we ſhould 
ical of all this, they have five thouſand 
Men, and five thouſand Men more too, be- 
' fides Women and Children, that can witneſs 
and atteſt to the Truth of this Miracle. And 
thus the Croſs of Chriſt, and our moſt Ho- 
ly Religion is made not only to the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſs, and to the Fews an Offence, 
but a Shame and Scandal to all good and 


5 wiſe Chriſtians. 


Is creating on this Miracle, 1 ſhall firſt 
give you the Romiſh Expoſition, and not 
of the meaneſt, but moſt learned of their 
Writers; and then, that which not only the 
moſt learned, but the meaneſt Men alive 

(that are not 'of their Church, or even of no 
Church at all) would take to be the Senſe 
and Inteft of the Miracle. | 


As our Saviour Was Sandi * the Sea 
of Galilee, and ſpeaking to the People, he 
was at length ſo oppreſſed with the Croud 
and Multitude, that he could ſtand there 
no longer ; and though he could cafily and 
with Sccurity have ſtepp'd into the Sea, and 
have ſtood on the Waters, (as he walked on 
them after,) and thence ſpoke tothe People, 
yet having nothing in him, that looked 
like Oftentation, and not being laviſh of his 
Miracles, which he neyer performed but 

upon 
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upon ſome juſt Occaſion, or real N eceſſity, 


he choſe rather to deſcend from the Shore, 


qa enter a Ship that lay near, and was emp- 

y: And this Ship either by Chance or Ac- 
=— or (if they will) by Providence, was 
Simon Peter's. But becauſe our Saviour 
after his Reſurrection appeared again to 
St. Peter, and wrought. another like Mi- 
racle, in a wonderous Draught of Fiſhes ; 
and all by the Hands and Miniſtry of St, 


| Peter, they have thought fit for the 


ſtrengthening the Argument and clearing it, 


to join both Miracles together; and in the 


firſt, they tell us, is plainly repreſented the 
Church Militant; and in the other, the 
Church T riumphant ; for as in the firſt 
our Saviour does not command St. Peter 
to caſt his Net, either only on the Right- 
Side of the Ship, or only on the Left, leſt 
we ſhould think that only good Men, or 


only bad Men are taken, or received into 


the Church Militant, but to let down his 
Net at large, and indifferently, and take in 
all that offered, or that came, both good 


and bad together ; ; 1o, in the Second, he 


commands St. Peter to caſt the Net on the 

Right-Side of the Ship, to ſhew, that none 

but gvod Men ſhall be taken or received 

into the Church Triumphant: And ſo again, 

as in the Firſt, the Net was broken, and 

the Ship 1 in Danger of linking, which 1 | 
= AL cs 


nifies plainly, that Schiſms and Hereſies will 
ariſe in this World, and endanger the Ruin 
or Loſs of the Church; ſo in the Second, 
the Net was not broken, nor the Ship in 


"23 WY Danger of ſinking; which ſhews as plain- 
du ly, that in the other World, or the next 
oo if Life, there will be no Schiſms or Hereſies. 
Ai Vet farther, in the Firſt there was no Ac- 
count, or reckoning of the Number of 
St. Fiſh that was taken: But in the Second, 
he they are all computed, eyen an Hundred 


and fifty-three, to ſhew us the certain and 
exact Number of the Saints in Heaven; and 
that none ſhall enter into that State, neither 
more nor leſs, but juſt the Number of 
God's Elect. Once more, and they have 
done: As in the Firſt, the Fiſh were brought 
into the Ship, to ſhew the preſent Church's 
Eſtate, that it is yet in an uncertain and 
fluctuating Condition; ſo in the Second, 
they were drawn with the Net to Shore, 
and brought to firm Land, to ſhew the Sta- 
bility, and the fixed Eſtate of the Saints 


Ap now they wonder who does not 
pony the Rights of St. Peter, his great 
Tiviledge, Pre-eminence, and Authority! 
How on both Occaſions he is moſt concern- 
ed, and firſt employ'd, and has the chief 
Management of both the Miracles; and, 
: next 


he is in both the ſupreme Director and Go- 


or Judgment in anſwering theſe Arguments. 


eſpecially where St. Peter is concerned, or 


a great Way from the Sea of Calilee to the 


not very far off, in our own Nation, and 
near the Metropolis. When the Abby 
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next under Chriſt, and by his Command, 


vernor: And by our Saviour's making uſe 
of his Ship, when there were yet many 
others, and chooſing from thence to ſpeak 
to the People, we are taught to learn, and 
are given to underſtand, that the true Ho- 
ly Catholick Religion is no where taught, 
and no where to be found, but only in that 
Church, of which St. Peter is Owner and 
Governor. by | 3 


I SHALL not abuſe either your Patience, 


They are Men of a great inyentive Faculty, 
and can find out Wonders in eyery Miracle, | 


ſo much as mentioned. And yet, after all, 
if St. Peter's Supremacy were allowed or 
granted, it is a very wide Conſequence, and 


Riyer of Tyber. 


Bur I ſhall rather chooſe to conclude. 
this Diſcourſe, and their learned Expoſi- 
tion, with another Miracle, and as like 
it as poſſible, and of their own inventing; 
and, that we may not doubt too, a Miracle 
that happened, though yery long ago, yet 


4 


Church 
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Church of St. Peter was built and finiſh'd, 
(the antient Place, as the Hiſtorian obſerves, 
of inaugurating our Princes,) the Night be- 
fore the Day which St. Melitus the Biſhop 
had appointed for the Conſecration, St. Peter 
himſelf, in the Habit of a Stranger, appear- 
ed to a Fiſherman, on the other Side of the 
River, and deſired to be wafted over; and 
was no ſooner ſet on Shore, but he enter- 
ed the Church in the Sight of the Fiſher- 
man: And with him too entered a glorious 
Company of the heavenly Hoſt, all bright 
and ſhining, and melodiouſly ſinging ; and 
beſides the ſweet Melody, a wondrous 
Odour of inexpreſſible Fragrancy was 
ſhed abroad. As ſoon as all Things per- 
taining to the Dedication of the Church 
were performed, (I relate the Words of 
my Author,) the great Fiſher of Men came 


back to the poor Fiſher-Man; and in their 


Return he asks the poor Man if he had 
any Proviſion : Who affuring him indeed 
that he had taken nothing, St. Peter, in the 
very Words of our Saviour, bids him /ef 
down his Nets, and immediately his Nets 
encloſed, and were filled with a great Mul- 
titude of Fiſhes, the largeſt of which (ta- 
king the reſt to himſelf,) he commands him 
the next Day to preſent to Melitus, with 
a Charge, that he ſhould not preſume to 
conſecrate that Church, which himſelf had 

"OY conſe- 
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conſecrated already. For JI (ſays he) wt 
eak unto thee, am Peter 5 acquaint Me. 


litus, therefore, with the Things which 


thou haſt ſeen and heard, aud the Signs 
wet remarkd on the W, alls will confi 


thy Speeches. Accordingly, next Day, 
when the Church-Doors were opened, there 


appeared all the Signs and Marks of Con- 
ſecration. On the Pavement were ſeen 
Letters and Inſcriptions, both in Greek and 


Latin,; and the Walls were anointed with 


Holy Oil, and with many Signs of Croſſes, 


and the Church every where yet moiſt 


with Aſperſions. Upon which the good 
Biſhop (with his Clergy and People) wg 


o amaz'd and aſtoniſhed, that he 

.ceeded no farther, but render'd T 1 
and Praiſe to God Almighty. All theſe 
"Particulars, fays our great Church Hiſto- 
Tian, are atteſted by Authors of eminent 
Credit ; and again by Authors of the Prime 
Claſs ;5 and wonders how Proteſtants can 
look on theſe Things, as Dreams and 
Fables: They do ſo, indeed, but not as 
very cunningly, but as very fooliſhly de- 


viſed Fables. There 1s one Thing more 
they aſſert very poſlitively, which, if true, 
is as ſtrange, though it be not a Miracle, 


That this Conſecration was ſo firmly believ- | 


ed and [0 fully atteſted by Melitus himſelf, in 


as * at Rome, that they thought it ſuf- 
cient; 
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Feient 3 and 0 the Church of Ft. Peter 
ad no other Con ſecration. St. Paul's 
Church, it ſeems, (as the ſame Author re- 
lates,) was built the ſame Year too, and no 
doubt too was conſecrated ; and perhaps by 
Melitus, or ſome other Biſhop, and that 
Vas enough for St. Paul's; but St. Peter's 


muſt haye the Honour to be conſecrated 


by Saints and Angels. 


I sx0vrD beg your Pardon for detaining 


1 you ſo long with this idle Narration; but 


it came in my Way ſo fully and directly, 
it could not well be ayoided. And you 
plainly perceive it is borrow d or ſtolen from 
our Saviour's Miracle: And it were well 


if this were the only Inſtance, in which 
they have robb'd, not only St. Paul, but 
our Saviour himſelf” to enrich St. Perer. 


Hv thus given you the Romiſh Ex- 
poſition, I proceed to that which, I con- 


ceive, any Perſon that is not prejudic'd, and 
has no Deſign to ſerve a Cauſe or a Party, 


would take to be the Senſe and Intent of 


the Miracle: Which is plainly this. Our 


Saviour having ended his Diſcourſe to the 


People, to confirm his Word, and to gain 
the more Credit to his Doctrine, thought fit 
to conclude with a Miracle; and deſires St. 
Peter to launch into the Deep, and let 


down. 
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down his Nets: And though he doubted 
it would be to no Purpoſe, having toiled 
all che Night in yain, and = nothing ; 
ct at our Sayiour's Command he lets down 
the Nets, and encloſed ſo great a Number 
of Fiſhes, as they were ready to break : 
Upon which Simon Peter, and his Bro- 
ther Andrew, called to their Partners in the 
other Ship to come to their Aſſiſtance. The 
Draught was ſo great, as they filled both 
the Ships, and ſo heavy loaded, as they 
were in Danger of ſinking. St. Peter im- 
mediately with Fear and Trembling, threw 
Himſelf down at our Saviour's Feet, and de- 
ſires our Saviour to depart from ſo vile and 
ſinful a Perſon ; but to allay his Fear, and 
for his Comfort and Encouragement, our 
Saviour tells him, he ſhould henceforth 
catch Men : And then adds theſe Words, 
both to Simon Peter and Andrew his Bro- 
ther, Follow me, and I will make you 
Fiſhers of Men. And the ſame Words he 
repeats to their Partners, Zames and John,; 
and they with Peter and Andrew, obey'd 
his Command, and left all and fol low'd him; 
and from that Time became his conſtant Diſ- 


ciples. 
Tuts is the plain Account of the Mi- 


racle; and it affords us (without any oP 
. ; . O 


VI 


they had, and follow our Saviour. 


II. ANp that our Saviour ſhould think 
fit to make choice of ſuch Perſons, 
for his chief Followers, and conſtant 
Diſciples. | 


I. FIRST, That upon our Saviour's 


Command, they ſhould ftraight forſake and 


leave all that they had, to follow our Sa- 
viour. For it was not ſo much, or only 
the Miracle, that made them give them- 
{elves up to his Service, but his powerful 
Word. 'That mighty Command, which all 


Nature obeys ; that Word, at which the 


whole World aroſe and followed, and has 
followed ever ſince the Creation. | And 
though it was not very much they forſook, 
yet (like the Widow's Mite) it was all they 


had, even all their Living; their Trade and 
Employment, their Support and Subſiſtence, 


and by which they had gain'd, though a 
mean, perhaps, yet an honeft Livelihood. 
And of this they could ſee no great Ex- 
33 ͤ̃ß 8 pectation 


SERMON IX. 161 


of Fancy,) theſe two Particulars, which . 
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pectation in following our Saviour, who 
had neither any viſible Eſtate, or any world- 


1y Employment. He went about, indeed, 


doing Good, but not to himſelf, but only to 
others ; and- what might make them yet more 
unwilling to leave all, was their late good 
Succeſs, the wonderous Draught of Fiſh 
they had taken. To have left all when they 
had been toiling, and labouring, and vex- 
ing all Night, and had taken nothing; to 
have left their Ships and Veſſels when 
empty, had been no great Virtue; but to 
leave them ſo fully freighted and richly 
laden, was the greateſt Inſtance of pure 
Submiſſion and pure Obedience. For it is 
uſually obſerved, that as Riches increaſe, 
ſo the Love of Riches, and the Deſire in- 
creaſes. When Men have little, or ſcarce 
worth the having, and leſs worth the keep- 
ing, they can part with it eaſily: When 
Things go croſs, and the World frowns 
upon them, they can frown, perhaps, on 
the World again ; and either out of An- 
ger and Ditcontent, or, perhaps, out of 
Pride and Revenge, can leave the World, 
and take to Religion : But when they thrive, 
and proſper, and flouriſh ; when Things 
go well with them, and not only ſucceed 
according to Hope, but beyond Expecta- 
tion; when the World ſmiles upon _ 
| ton 
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and courts, and flatters, and follows, and pur- 
ſues them, with Pleaſure in her Left-Hand, 
and in her Right-Hand Riches and Ho- 9 
nour; they then find it difficult, and almoſt { 
impoſſible to reſiſt her Temptations: When 
ſhe makes them ſuch Offers, ſo great and fo 
glorious, and begs (as for an Alms) to ac- 
cept her rich Preſents ; to turn away with 
Scorn and Diſdain, to caſt or fling her off, 
when ſhe hangs upon them ſo cloſely and 
tenderly, were not only hard, but unkind 
and ungrateful. This is a Tryal that 
would ſhake and ſtagger the ſtrongeſt and 
firmeſt human Reſolution. This, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, ir the Viclory even of 
Faith,; and nothing can overcome this 
World, but the ſure and certain Hopes 
of another. There is one Thing may 
ſerve yet farther to recommend the Faith of 
theſe Diſciples, that without asking Queſ- 
tions, or making Enquiries, how they ſhould . 
live, What they ſhould eat, or what the 
ſhould drink, or wherewitthal they ſhould be 
__ chathed, they followed our Saviour with- 
cout any Delay: Not like thoſe that are 
mentioned by our Evangeliſt in another 
Place, who, when our Sayiour commanded 
them to follow him, made little Excutes ; 
and one would go and bury his Father, 
and, for ought we know, was buried with 
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his Father ; for we hear no more of him: 
And another would needs go, and bid 
thoſe Farewel, that were at his Houſe, 
aud take Leave of his Friends and fo 
took Leave of our Saviour, and bid him 
F . 


5 T HAT one Saying of his, The Foxes 
have Holes, and the Birds have Neſts, 
but the Sou of Man hath not where: to 
lay his Head, was ſuch a Diſcouragement, 


as hindered them from following our Sa- 


viour any longer, and made them repent, 
and, perhaps, think they had followed him 


too + e 
II. Tux next Thing to be conſidered, 


is our Saviour's making choice of ſuch 


Perſons as theſe, for his conſtant Diſciples. 5 


The Deſign Be had in hand Was certain- 


ly the greateſt that ever was in the World, 
and the moſt difficult that was ever at- 


tempted ; no leſs than repealing and ut- 


terly aboliſhing all the Religion in the 
World, both Few and Pagan And 


in all the World, one would hardly ima- 
gine he could have found out Perſons 


10 very unfit for ſo mighty an Enter- 
prize. It was thought of old in antient 


Hiſtory a bold Deſign in the young 


Prince 
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Prince of Macedon, with a ſmall Army, 


though all of them Veterans, to attempt 

the Conqueſt of the Empire of Perſia. 
And in modern Hiſtory, as bold an Un- 
dertaking of another Nation, with an 


handful of Men, to attempt the Con- 


queſt of India. But what are theſe, and 
all the Exploits, either of ancient or mo- 


dern Heroes, to the conquering the 
World by a few Fiſhermen, and a ve- 


ry few more, of like Occupation And 


not only the * conquering, but reclaiming, 
and civilizing; the reforming the World, 
the ſuppreſſing and extirpating all their 
Luſts and Vices, as well as all their Re- 


ligion: And it is hard to ſay of which 


Men are uſually more fond and tenacious, 


of their Luſts and Paſſions, or their 
old Way of Worſhip and antient Reli- 


gion. One would think, ſince this was 
our Saviour's Deſign, he ſhould rather 
have choſen his Diſciples and Apoſtle's 
out of the Prieſts themſelves, or the 


| Doctors of their Law, or the Scribes and | 


Phariſees : And he who could with one 
Word of Command, call Levi, as he was 
fitting at the Receipt of Cuſtom, could 
as caſily have call'd the High-Prieſt him- 


ſelf, even when he was ſitting in the 


Chair of Moſes, and made Auna and 
| M 3 Calaphas 
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Caiaphas have follow'd him, as well as 
Andrew and Peter. And, perhaps too, 
even in human Policy, they would have 
followed him, had they thought or ex- 


pected to be as great as St. Peter's Suc- 
ceſſors. But he whoſe Kingdom was 


not of this World, : took none of theſe 
Methods : And though, inftead of Ten 
thouſand, with . ten or twelye Men he 


went out to meet a King, that came 


againſt him with Twenty thouſand, and 
all the Princes of the Earth, and the 
Prince of the Air, that were com- 
ing againſt him with innumerable Le- 
gions; yet without either ſending or re- 
ceiving an Embaſly, without deſiring, or 


admitting, or harkening to Conditions of 


Peace, which he knew would never 
laſt or continue; and that nothing could 
do but a perfect Conqueſt, and entire 
ſubduing of ſuch a falſe, faithleſs, and 
potent Enemy: With this little Band he 
goes out to conquer, and doubts not, by the 


Grace of him that ſent him, to return 


to him again with Honour and Victory. 
He already beheld Satan falling from 
Heaven, and loſing his almoſt univerſal 
Monarchy, He choſe not (as the Apoſtle | 
ipeaks on the Occaſion) either many viſe 
Men, or many mighty, or many e 2 
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but the fooliſh Things of the World, 
to confound the mighty, that none might 
glory or boaſt in his Preſence, or come 
in for their Part, or rob him of any 
Share of his Victory. This Work was 
wholly the Work of God; and the 
meaner the Perſons he choſe to employ, 
the leſs would be theirs, and the great- 


er his Glory. And, among all the Ar- 


guments for the Chriſtian Religion, there 
is not a ſtronger or more convincing, 
than that it was taught at firſt, and eſta- 
bliſhed all over the World by ſuch 
poor Men as the twelve Apoſtles, and 
who are now, all over the World, more 


famous, than the twelve Czfars, and 


much greater Conquerors; and have 


nobler Trophies, and more laſting Monu- 
ments, (ſuch. as this in which we are 


now aſſembled,) erected every where 


to their pious, ſacred, and bleſſed Me- 


AND may — God, who gave 


ſuch Grace to his Holy Apoſtles, 
that they readily obeyd the Cal- 
ling of bis Son Feſus Chriſt, and 
followed him without Delay, grant 


fo us all, that we being called 


by his Holy Word, may give up 
NS 


SERMON IX: 167% 


2 


168 SERMON IX. 


„ « 


ourſelves obediently to fulfil his 
Holy Commanaments ; through the 
fame Feſus Chriſt - To whom with 
the Father, and the Bleſſed Spi- 
rit, be all Honour and Glory, now 
and for ever, Amen. ns 


} 
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MAT T. viii. 27. 


But the Men marvell'd, Aying, What Man- 
ner of Man is this, that even the Winds 
and the Sea obey him? | 


5 1 O U G H there be no 
NTNTeceſſity of obſerving any 
ee great Order, or Method, 
„iin treating on the Miracles 
IE AS of our bleſſed Saviour; 
yet having lately diſcourſ- 
ed on the wonderous Draught of Fiſhes, 
T ſhall proceed to another, which he 
wrought on the ſame Element. To ſhew 
the Son of Man had not only Dominion 
over the Fiſhes of the Sca, and whatſo-. 


— 


- _— — — r — 
—— . a Re— een irs Ine re ve 


$90 - SERMON * 
tbe Winds «ns uy Sea obey d. 


and conclude the whole with ſome uſeful 


his Bleſſing to diſmiſs the Multitude ; and 


to the other Side of the Country, he com- 
manded his Diſciples to get their Ship rea- 


ever walketh through the Paths of the 
Sea, but over the Sea itſelf; and to make 
us conlider, and with the Diſciples admire, 
what Manner of Man he was, whom ever 


In treating on this Miracle, I ſhall firſt 
enlarge on the moſt material Paſſages; to 
each of which I ſhall add a few Inferences, 


* 


Ou Saviour having ſpent the Day in 
teaching and preaching to the People, as 
it grew towards Evening, thought fit with 


intending to paſs over the Sea of Galzlee, 


dy; and was no ſooner entered, but leaving 
that to their Guidance and Management, 
he retired to the Hinder-part of it alone ; 
and there, as we may reaſonably and piouſſy 
conceive, recommending himſelf to the Care 
and Protection of his Heavenly Father, he 
laid himſelf down in Peace and Quiet, and 
took his Reſt, and fell aſleep; as knowing 
his Father would keep him in Safety. 
Whether it were that our bleſſed Saviour 
deſign'd to try the Faith of his Diſciples, 
or confirm 1 it by another, and new ſort of 
Miracle; 
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Miracle; or whether (as more probably) 
his natural Spirits being tired and wearied, 
and almoſt ſpent with the Duty and Service | 
of the Day, his human Nature required, 
and ſtood in need of ſome Reſt or Repoſe; 
for as the Body to the Soul is a Burthen 
or Encumbrance, and preſſes it down; the 


Fa ſame, in ſome Meature, was the human 

PI 8 Divinit 

ful Nature to our Saviour's Y. 

IX may be worth our while here to make 
in ſome Reflections, and — our bleſſed 
as Saviour allecp. 

N e es Hines faqs) the Sheep of a It 


jouvink Man is fweet, How {ſweet was 
the Sleep of the Holy Jeſus? that had been 
working hard from Morning: till Evening, 

- and labouring all Day in his Father's Vine- 
yard: With what Content ? with what Sa- 
tisfaction did he lay him down to relieve 
his Senſes ? to caſe, and refreſh, and re- 
cover his Spirits? With what Holy Dreams, 
with what Divine Extaſies was his heavenly 
Soul entertained and tranſported ? With 
Viſions, like that of Jacob's Ladder, full 
of Angels aſcending, and Angels deſcend- 


; ing: His Father at the Top on his Throne 
of Glory; and himſelf at the Foot, aſleep 
* on a Pillow: A Pillow that was fit, like 
that of Jacob's, to be made an Altar, and 
| 7 = | | deſeryed 
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192 SERMON X. 
| deſerved to be conſecrated. And who can 
tired with their Miniſtry ; and though 
lept ever ſince the Creation. Happy Crea- 


let ſlip ſo much as a Minute; have loſt no 


have conſtantly paid him their Duty and 


to loſe ſo much of their Time in Sleep and 


ſufficiently admire the Condeſcenſion of our 
great Lord and Saviour, that he ſhould not 
only take upon him our Nature, but eyen 
our Infirmities ? 'The Holy Angels, his Ser- 
vants and Miniſters, that waited on him 
continually, (and who wait on us too, by 
his Appointment,). are never weary'd or 


inceſſantly employ'd, have no Want or 
Occaſion of Reſt or Refreſhment : Like 
the great Keeper of Iael, Neither ſlum- 
ber nor ſleep 5 and have not ſlumber'd or 


tures ! that from the Beginning have not 


Time, not ſo much as one Moment, in the 
Service and Worſhip of their great Creator; 


Homage, without Ceſſation, and without 
Intermiſſion: And to this Day are as ready 
and chearful, as active and wakeful, as the 
very firſt Moment. Happy Creatures! but 
unhappy they, who are forced to ſpend ſo 
great a Portion of their very ſhort Life, and 


perfect Inaction: And yet thus it is, and 
thus it will be, till we come to put off 
theſe mortal Bodies, and lay our Heads 
down in the Duſt, there to ſleep till the 
Heavens are no more; and then ſhall awake, 


and 


5 


and be like the Angels; ſhall never ſleep, 
or be given to Slumber. And though 
we could here ſcarce watch with our Sa- 
viour ſo much as one Hour, we ſhall wake 
with him there; nor our Eyes be heavy to 
ſleep one Moment during his Service, to all 


Bur I proceed. Whilſt our Saviour 
lay aſleep on a Pillow, in the Hinder- 
part of the Ship, though at their launch- 
ing forth, there does not appear any Sign 
of a Storm, but calm or fair Weather; there 
aroſe on the ſudden ſuch a violent Tem- 
peſt, as the Ship was now almoſt cover- 
ed with Wayes, and in Danger of Sink- 
ing. Y Tip 


An this too is often our Caſe and Con- 
dition : We ſet out and launch into the 
World in a calm Seaſon, and fair Weather, 
and with a promiſing Gale; and flatter 
ourſelyes, with the Hopes of a pleafant 
and a proſperous Voyage; when all on the 
ſudden, (like thoſe in the Pfalmiſt, that 
follow their Buſineſs in great Waters) a 
Storm ariſes, and lifts up the Waves, and 
we are carried almoſt as high as the Heavens 
in Hopes and Expectation, and down again 
as low as to the Deep, in Fear and De- 
ſpair, and we reel and ſtagger like a drunken 
anz 
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174 SERMON VIII. 
Man; are at our Wits End, and ready to 
periſh : And unleſs we cry. (like thole in 
the Pſalmiſt, or like theſe Diſciples) to 
the Lord in our Trouble, there is none to 
deliver us out of our Diſtreſs : For as at 
his Word the ſtormy Wind aroſe ; ſo alone 
at his Word too it ceaſes. | 


VaRrIovs and different have been the 
Opinions of Learned Men, concerning the 
Occaſion or Cauſe of this Storm, as our 
Lord was aſleep : Whether it were only 
accidental and natural ; or whether it were 
ſent by God himſelf, or perhaps by our 
Saviour, to prove his Diſctples, to exer- 
ciſe both their Belief, and their Patience; 
their Hope in him, and their Truſt in God's 
Providence: Or, by a more ſurprizing 
and concerning Miracle, than that of chang- 
ing Water into Wine, by turning on a 
ſudden a Storm to a Calm, to manifeſt yet 
farther his Power and Glory, by a Miracle 
that was likely to make a more laſting Im- 
preſſion on their Minds, as mighty Dan- 
gers and wonderful Deliverances are apt to 
do, and can ſcarce be forgotten. 


O whether the Storm were neither ac- 
cidental-nor natural, nor ſent from Heaven, 
but raiſed, perhaps, by the Prince of the 
Air, in Hopes of deſtroying whom he was 

| | not 


F 
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not able to ſeduce or betray with all his 


Temptations; in Hopes to defeat his great 


Deſign of ſaving loſt Man, and prevent, if 


ſſible, the World's Redemption: Or, what 
is more likely, perceiving our Saviour was 
directing his Courſe towards the Country 
of the Gadarens, where he long had reign'd 
in full Power and Authority, and had exer- 
ciſed the utmoſt and cruelleſt Tyranny, to 
ſtop his Paſſage, and hinder his Progreſs, 


and to keep the War out of his own Do- 
minions. For though it is ſaid, that en 
Satan had finiſhed all his Temptations, he 


teft our Saviour, and departed for a Sea- 


fon, yet we cannot but think he watch- 


ed all Opportunities to revenge his Defeat, 


and to compals, if poſſible, the Ruin of 


his mortal and immortal Enemy ; and he 
who went about lite 4 roaring Lyon, ſeek- 
ing whom he might devour, would be glad 
and proud of ſuch a Prey, as the Lamb of 
God himſelf, that came to take away the 
Sins of the World; and what vexed him 

yet more, the Sins of all the World, ex- 


cepting his own ; and he and his were on- 


ly excluded from Hopes of a Share in the 
common Salvation. And he might think 
there could be no Time ſo proper to work 
his Deſtruction, as when the innocent Lamb 
was faſt aſleep. | 
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176 SERMON x. | 


Tuxsk might be the evil Spirit'sDeſigns: 
And though God permitted him to raiſe the 
Tempeſt ; yet he who ſet even Bounds to 
the Ocean, and ſaid, Here ſhall thy proud 
Waver be ſtay'd, could ſtop his Rage, and 
check his Fury, and ſay to the proud Spirit 
himſelf, Hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no far- 


ther. And this was far enough; too far, at 
leaſt for the Faith of the Diſciples, of which 
he had almoſt made Shipwreck; and too far 


even with reſpe& to our Sayiour, whom 
though he could not deſtroy, he- was able 
to diſturb, and ſpoil his Reſt, which he fo 
much wanted, and hinder his Sleep, and 
break his Repole. Ds. 


We: may eaſily imagine, that at firſt 
the Diſciples, who had been uſed to the 


Sea, and of a long Time accuſtom*d to 


Storms and Tempeſts, employ'd all their 
Skill, and Pains, and Induſtry, before they 
would prefume to awaken our Saviour ; 
and had tried all Ways, and uſed all Means 
poſſible to ſave both themſelves, and eſpe- 
cially their Lord and Maſter, from periſh- 


ing. But when they had toiled, and la- 


bour'd in vain, and their Faith and their 
Strength began to fail, and the Danger 
increaſed ; when all Hope of Safety was 
taken away, with lifted up Hands, and 

| bended 
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bended Knees, and a lamentable Cry, (and 
there is not a more lamentable Cry in the 
World, than of Drowning Men in the 
Moment of Shipwreck,Y they call on our 
Saviour to awake and ariſe, or they, and 
(they feared) WN would inſtantly 25 
riſh. 


Ir is certain, if 5 « Diſciples had bad 
either Time, or Leiſure, or ſo much 
Command of their Reaſon, as to think or 
conſider where they were, and who Was 

with them, and what à certain Pledge 
they had of their Safety, they could 
not have feared being loſt or caſt away. 
It was not poſſible that Ship ſhould miſ- 
carry, that bore a much greater Perſon 
than Cæſar and all his Fortunes, even 
Chriſt - himſelf, and the whole World's 
Salvation. As well, or better, might the: 
Ark of Noah, with the whole Race of 
Mankind, have been overwhelmed with 
the Deluge, or ſplit, as it reſted on 
the Mountains of Ararat. But Frights 
and Surprizes do little regard, and ſel- 
dom attend to the Dictates of Reaſon: 
Men in a Storm, indeed are apt to fly to 
their Prayers and Devotions; but ſo ſcared 
with the preſent imminent Danger, they 
ſearce think of the God, to whom they 
are praying. And though our Saviour 
8 NN: rebuked 
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tebuked his Diſciples, for their want of 
Faith, for their. Fear and Doubting; yet is 
it no Wonder, that in ſuch an Amazement, 
they thought not of him, and forgot their 
Securicy, though at the ſame Time they 
thought of him too, as their only Securi- 
ty. It is obſervable here, that the ſeve- 
ral Evangeliſts, who relate this Story, do 
make the Diſciples ufe ſeveral Expreſſions, 
ſuch as their Fear and Danger ſuggeſted : 
And ſome cry, Lord ſave us, we periſh ! 
And others, , Maſter, Maſter, we periſh ! 
And others indecently, and with leſs Re- 
ſpect, Maſter, careft thou not that we pe- 
riſo? Like thoſe in the Pſalmiſt, Vo, 
Lord! why fleepeſt thou? Awake, and be 
not abſent from us any longer! Why for- 
getteſi thou our Miſery and Trouble? 
Awake, and be not abſent from us for 


We read in the Hiſtory of the Pro- 
phet Jonas, that when the Seamen and Paſ- 
ſengers were in Danger of Shipwreck, they 
all called on the Gods whom they worſhi p- 
ped; as (ſuppoſe) Neptune, Molus, or 
{ome of their other Sea Gods or Goddeſſes; 
and this in Heathens was pious and com- 
mendable. But we read in the Hiſtory of 
ſome later Chriſtians, that in a Storm, or 
"91 . a Tem- 
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4 Tempeſt, or in Danger of Shipwreck, 


inſtead of calling on the God whom they 
worſhip, do call (God help them ! but 
will he help them ?) ſome, on the Vir- 


gin Mary, (and can ſhe help them?) and 
| ſome on St. Barbara, and ſome on St. Ni- 
cholas, and ſome on St. Chriſtopher, to carry 
them (I ſuppoſe) over the Sea, as they 


tell us in their Legends, he carry'd our 


Saviour: As very a Fable, as the Poet's 
Legend of Arion carried on the Back of 
a Dolphin. But, what 1s yet worſe, and 
much more prophane, they are taught in a 
Storm to throw the Hoft into the Sca; 
and to caſt our Saviour himſelf over- 
board, like the Prophet Jonah, to al lay 


the Tempeſt: And without ſo much of 


the Fear and Piety of thoſe poor Hea- 


thens, as to ask God Forgiveneſs. Now, 
had the Jews been bred to any ſuch 


Superſtition, or been taught to call on 


their Patriarchs or Prophets, or to pray 
to any of their Saints departed, how 


much more juſtly, might the Diſciples 


have called on Noah, that was ſaved 


in an Ark | of Wood, in the Deluge > 
Or their Prophet Moſes, that was ſaved 


on the Waters in a little Ark of Reeds 
or Ruſhes ? and with much better Rea- 


ſon, haye expected their Aid, than others 


N 2 the 


: : 
43311: 
11 


1 


180 SERMON X. 
the Aſſiſtance of their fabulous Saints, or 
even of the Virgin herſelf, whom we 


never find at Seca, and who was never 
(that we read of) ſo much as once, on the 
Waters? And TI cannot imagine why 


they have call'd her Stella Maris, and 


have given her ſuch Power over the 
Sea, unleſs for her Name, and the meer 
Sound of Words, Maria, and Mare. 


But inſtead of Noah, or the Prophet 


Mofes, or Fonah, who was ſaved as 
ſtrangely as either, and no leſs miraculouſ- 
ly, the Diſciples directly go to our Sa- 
viour, and teach us in our Dangers, and 
all our Diſtreſſes, to whom we ſhould ad- 
dreſs our Prayers and Deyotions. 


Ir may be worth obſerving here, that 
though our bleſſed Saviour was not, and 
could not be 1gnorant of the Riſing and 
Increaſing of the Storm; yet he lets it 
prevail, till they were all in the utmoſt 
Danger of periſhing. And this too is of- 
ten the Method of God's Providence; 
to ſuffer Things to go to Decay, and 
almoſt to Ruin, before he will interpoſe : 
Should he appear at the very firſt Sight 
of a Calamity; we ſhould hardly believe 
there was any Danger in the Caſe, or 


any need of his appearing, It is certain- 


Iy 


any Time againſt a Stone: 
Angels of his are yet more viſible, if at 
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ly as great an Inſtance of his Goodneſs 
and his Power, and his Infinite Wiſdom 


5 and Knowledge to prevent a Miſchief; 


and no doubt we have eſcaped in the 
Courſe of our Lives, a thouſand Dangers, 


of which we knew nothing; and have on- 
ly a general, though not ſo affecting and 


grateful a Senſe of his conſtant Protection: 
He gives his Angels Charge over us 
continually, to keep us in all our 
Ways, that we daſh not our Foot at 
But ' theſe 


any Time we chance to fall, and are 
raiſed again, and are not ſuffered to fall 
for eyer, or be daſh'd in Pieces. He can, 
if he pleaſe, whilſt the Storm is ariſing, 


and the Clouds about us are gatherin 


Blackneſs, either ſcatter the Clouds, or 
divert the Storm on the Heads of his 
Enemies ; but he lets it ſometimes to fall 
on his People, and on them more ſeyere- 
ly: As here on the Diſciples, who in 
all Probability were in more Peril then 
others that were in the ſame Storm, and 
in greater Diſtreſs. And this he does 
often; and ſeldom ſhews himſelf, but, as 
the wiſe Man ſpeaks, with reſpect co his 
Judgments, till the Caſe and the Danger 


1s worthy of God, and requires his Pre- 


* ſence, 
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ſence, and deſeryes his Appearance. But 
T return to our Saviour, who being now 
awaken'd with the Crys of his Diſciples, 
and rebuking them, firſt for their Weax- 
neſs and Fearfulneſs, aroſe, and rebaked 
the Winds and the Sea, and ſaid, Peace, 
be ſijll! and there was a great Calm: 
Not only the Winds were huſh'd and 
quiet, but the Diſciples Fears and Paſſions 
allay'd, and they were all ſtruck with 
Silence, and profound Admiration. And 
the Men marvelled, and as ſoon as their 
Wonder would give them Utterance, they 
{aid among themſelves, Nhat Manner of 
Man is this, whom even the Winds and 
the Seas obey £ And well might they 
wonder. It is hard to ſay, which is the 
greater Miracle, to raiſe the Dead, or to 
lay a Storm, with a Word ſpeaking. 'The 
Winds and the Seas are uſually as Deaf, 
as thole who are dead, and laid in the 
Grave, and are out of Hearing, and out 
of Remembrance. And what added yet 
to the Greatneſs of the Miracle, the 
Wind was not only laid in a Moment, 
but the Sea itſelf that was ruffled before, 
was imooth on a ſudden, and all was calm 
and perfect Serenity: For, as is well 
known, and uſually obſerved, by thoſe 
who go down to the Sea in Ships, _ 
5 | | alter 
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after a Storm, though the Winds are 
over, yet the Waves of the Sea are ftitt 
in Commotion, and ftill in Agitation: 


But here at the very firſt Word of our 


Saviour, the Winds in an Inſtant ceaſe to 
blow, and the Billows to rife, and both 
Winds and Seas fulfil his Word, and obey 
his Command : For, though the Wayes 


of the Sea are mighty; yet not only he 
who dwells fo high, but he who dwells 


fo low too, was mightier. 


Having thus en lain'd and enlarged | 


on this Miracle, with the moſt material 


and remarkable Paſſages, I ſhall conclude 


all with ſome brief and uſeful Appli- 


cation. And, indeed, our Caſe is ſo 
like the Diſciples, that the Miracle ſeems 


to apply itſelf to our preſent Condition. 


Ap what better Uſe can we make of 


the Miracle, than with the Men in the 
Text, and the other Diſciples, to fear and 
tremble, ſtand amaz*d and aftoniſh'd, and 


ask ourſelves, hat Manner of Man he 


was, whom the Winds and the Seas 


obey d. 


Wurd the Children of Iſrael were 


paſſed over in Safety, through the Red- 


N 4 | Sea, 
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Sea, it is ſaid, The People feared the 
Lord, and believed the Lord, and bis 


Servant Moſess And ſo ſhould we, 


when we read and conſider both this, 


and our Saviour's other great Miracles, 


fear the Lord, and believe God, and 
his Son Chriſt Jeſus. And this was the 
End of all his Miracles ; and had he not 
wrought ſuch mighty Wonders, as never 
any Man wrought before, and thoſe too 
atteſted, as well as poſlible Things of that 
Nature, and at ſuch a Diſtance, can be 
atteſted, we had not had Sin: But now 
have we no Cloak for our Sin, or a Cloak 
at leaſt ſo thin and thread-bare, it is ſeen 
through, and hides nothing but what it 
diſcoyers, our Shame, or rather our Want 


of Shame, and barcfac'd Infidelity. - 


II is poſſible, had ſome of the Scribes 
and Phariſees been preſent at this Storm, 
and beheld the Miracle, as they objected 
to our Saviour, that he caſt out Devils, 


| by the Prince of the Devils, they 


might have objected, that as the Storm, 
perhaps, was raiſed at firſt by the Prince 
of the Air; ſo by the Prince of the 
Air it was laid again. An Objection ſo 
abſurd, as well as blaſphemous, that nei- 
ther God nor any Man would forgive. 


Bux 


2 


IT 


Bur it was not the End and Defign 


of our Saviour's Miracles, to convince 


us of their own Truth and Reality, 
which even the. Devils beliey'd and con- 
feſſed; but to convince us chiefly of the 
Truth of his Doctrine: For this they were 


wrought, and for this they were writ- 


ten, and the Memory of them preſerved 


to Poſterity; that all the World might 


know and believe that this was the Chriſt, 
or the Son of God, and God himſelf ; 


And not only with the Men in the 


Text to maryel, but exceedingly fear and 
tremble to think, hat Manner of Man 
he was, and what Manner of Men we 
ought to be, in all Holy Converſation 
and Godlineſs'! Looking for, and haſt- 
ing to the Coming of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, when he ſhall be revealed again 
in flaming Fire, to take Vengeance on 


thoſe who did not believe, and who be- 
lieved and did not obey the Goſpel; 


who regarded not his Word and Com- 


mand, whom even the Wind and the Seas 
bey d. | 


T0 
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= O him, hs with the Father, 
and the bleſſed Spirit, be all Ho 
nour and Glory, Adoration and 
Dominion, and Love, and Obe 
dience, now and for ever : And 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Fel. 
towſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with As 
all e evermore. Amen. 


SERMON 


LUKE xvyiii. 42, 43. 


And Feſus ſaid unto him, receive thy Sight, 
thy Faith hath ſaved thee. 
Aid immediately he received. his Sight, 
and followed him, glorifying God : And 
all the People, =, 
Praiſe unto God. 


ss dur Saviour was now nigh 
l the City of Fericho, ( but 
whether entering or depart- 
ing the City, though diſ- 


to be diſputing, as it is not 
very certain, ſo neither is it material,) a 
poor Blind Man, that was called „ 
ſat on the Highway begging: And hear- 
ing on a ſudden, a more than ordinary Con- 
| courſe 


en 2, po it, gave 
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courſe of People, enquired what was the 
Meaning; and was anſwered by ſome of 
them, that Jeſus of Nazareth was paſſing 


by: And ſo he was, indeed, and never 


more to return, for he was now going to 
his Death and Crucifixion; and if this poor 
Man had loſt this Opportunity, he had 
never received his Sight, nor ever ſeen the 
bleſſed Jeſus. 5 


Ir is very remarkable, if not a little 
wonderful, that though he was told only 
it was Jeſus of Nazareth ; yet he does 
not call him Jeſus of Nazareth, but Je- 
ſus, thou Son of David, have Mercy on 


me And by giving him his proper and 


peculiar Title, he ſeems to haye known 
him to be the Meſſiah. | 


IT looks here a little unkind in the 
People, and, perhaps, ſome of them our 
Saviour's Diſciples, to rebuke this poor 
Man, and bid him be ſilent. Whether it 


be, as it is too often the Nature of Men 
that are in no Want themſelves, not to be 


ſenſible of others Neceſſities; or whether 
they thought the poor Man was trouble- 


ſome, and with his Noiſe, and his Cries, 


diſturb'd our Saviour; and ſeeing he an- 
{werd him not, would have him be quiet 
himſelf, and let our Saviour be quiet. 


Ax Dp» 


8B R MO N XI. 189 


AN yet they Ws haye learned fro 
his former Behaviour, on other like Oc- 
caſions, that he was never offended with 
the Prayers of any in Need and Diſtreſs, 
or diſpleaſed with their earneſt and repeat- 
ed Importunitiess When the poor Wo- 
man of Syrophænicia, intreated him to have 
Mercy on her Daughter that was torment- 
ed with an evil Spirit; and the Diſciples 
deſired him to ſend her away, becauſe ſhe 
cried after them; for that very Reaſon he 
would not ſend her away, till he had grant- 
ed her Requeſt, and told her the evil 
| Spirit was gone out of her Daughter. So 
here this poor Man, though rebuked by 
the People, who had no Senſe of his ſad, 


and wretched Condition, or thinking, as 


he asked of all other Paſſengers, he begg d 
only ſome common Alms or Charity; or, 
rhaps, out of pure Regard and Reyerence 
to our bleſſed Saviour, whom they would 
not have ſo moleſted ; or for what other 
Cauſe, rebuked by the People, and charg'd 
to be ſilent ; yet he does not forbear, and 
not being able to know in what Part of 


ſo great a Multitude our Saviour was com- 


ing, whether he were now behind or be- 


fore, or nearer or further, leaſt he ſhould 
be out of Hearing, he cries fo much the 


faſter, and ſo much the louder, Teſs, 
thou 
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190 SERMON XL 
thou Son of David, have Mercy on me | 
Wee cannot but believe that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who ſaw Nathaniel while he was 
under the Fig-Tree, before he came to him, 
heard the very firſt Cry of this poor Man 
at a Diſtance ; but lets him cry on ftill 
for the Proof and the Tryal of his Hope 
and his Faith, to increaſe his Deſire of the 
Mercy he crayed, and improve his Eſteem 
of the Bleſſing he wanted. And this is 
uſually the Method of God himſelf, who 
though he knows our Wants before we ask, 
-yet he makes ſometimes, as though he 
heard not, and ſeldom grants at our very 
firſt asking. And thus too our Saviour, 
though he heard the Cry, and knew the 
Neceſſity of this poor Man; yet he ſtill 
goes forward, and takes no Notice, and 
ſeems to mind him no more than the reſt 
of the People. And though he does not 
reprove him, indeed, yet Was his very 
ki Silence, a4 TAE" of Rebuke. But' having 
at length ſufficiently try'd, both his Faith, 
and his Patience, he commands him to be 
brought; and though he very well knew 
what he wanted, and the very Sight of 
the Man might eafily tell him what he de- 
ſired, yet he kindly asks him what he would 
have: and by his kind Queſtion he ſeems 
- already to promiſe, and before-hand to 


on! bis Requeſt : Lord, fays he, that 1 
ar” 4 
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may receive my & 15 


him, receive thy Sight 5 and he received 


it immediately: A mighty Bleffing 1 tho*. 


long deſired, yet it came in an Inſtant. 


I is very obſeryable, that our bleſſed 
Saviour who takes all Occaſions of giving 
the Glory of his Actions to God, or even 
rather to Men than himſelf; when he bids 
the poor Man receive his Sight, he adds, 


Thy Faith hath ſaved thee, or made thee 


whole. As though it were not ſo much 


his Power, as his own Faith that wrought 


the Miracle: An Inftance both of Great- 
neſs of Mind, and Humility ; and we may 
ever obſerve, that no Perſons are of ſo 
noble a Spirit, as thoſe who are truly mo- 
deſt and humble. And, ſure, if our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour himſelf thought fit to give 
God all the Glory of his Actions, it may 
well become his poor Servants and Diſ- 
ciples to give him, if he will take it, 
to give him, if he will pardon it, the 
Glory of theirs, which yet is no Glory, 
unleſs it be covered and veil'd with his 
Glory. | 1 


_ Havinc thus conſider'd the Miracle it- 
ſelf I ſhould now proceed to the Effect of 


the Miracle, which it had, both on the 
poor Blind Man and the People: Of him 
= 


zaht : And Feſus ſaid to 
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192 SERMON KI. 
it is ſaid, that he followed our Saviour; 
glorifying God; and of the People, that 
when they ſaw it, they gave Praiſe un 
20 Tox. A | 62] 


Bur this deſerving a full Diſcourſe, I 
ſhall chooſe to defer it till another Oppor- 
tunity, and ſpend the Remainder of this, 
in ſome peculiar and uſeful Reflections. 


Ou Saviour, as appears by the Holy 
Goſpel, wrought ſeveral Miracles of this 
Nature, and cured many that were blind; 

ſome that were poſſibly blind by Acci-/ 

dent, and ſome that were blind from their 

Birth ; and it is hard to determine which 

was the greater Bleſſing or Happinels, for 

a2 Man to receive his Sight again, when 
for a long Time (perhaps for many Years) 
he had been dark and blind, and knew 
the Bleſſing of Sight, and knew, too, 
the Want of ſo great an Happineſs ; 
or, for a Man that had never ſeen before, 
to ſee on a ſudden. If any Difference, the 
firſt were perhaps more glad and joyful, 
and the other more amaz'd and aſtoniſhed ; 
but both, to be ſure, exceedingly thank- 
ful. And the firſt Uſe they made of 
their Eyes, was (lure) to caſt them up to 
Heaven, and thank God for his Mercy. 
But becauſe our Saviour is ſaid more 
- often 
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often to have healed thoſe that were 
born blind, I ſhall chooſe to make the 
Remarks and Reflections I deſign on this 
Subject, on his healing or giving Sight to 
ſuch Perſons, both as the greater, and the 
frequenter Miracle. 


| Any, Firſt, I ſhall conſider the fad 
Misfortune of a Man born blind : and 

though a Misfortune that happens to few, 
yet if God permitted, what happens to few, 
might happen to many: And no Man can 
behold ſuch an Object, without thinking 
with himſelf, it is God's Mercy 1t 1s not 
his own Condition. And a fad one it is, 
and a diſmal Condition, for a Man to fit 
all his Days in Darkneſs, and no Days to 
him ; to live all his Life in the Shadow 
of Death, as ſad and diſmal as Death it- 
ſelf, even paſt his Friend's very laſt kind 
Office of cloſing his Eyes, that are clos'd 
already. rievous Eſtate ! and what 
makes it more grievous, for a Man to be 
thus unhappy in an Age of little Faith, 
and no Miracles, and without Hopes of | 
any Relief. Had he been born in the 
Time of our Saviour, or in the Time of 
the Apoſtles, or even of the primitive 
Chriſtians, he might have met with a 


Cure: But now he muſt follow the Gene- 


ration of his Fathers, and never ſee Light, 
Vol. I. 2 "9 
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no more than they in their Graves and Se- 


pulchres. It is as hard for us to con- 


: ceive the Miſery of one born blind, as 
for him to conceive the Bleſſing of thoſe 


who enjoy their Sight, or to have any No- 
tion, or Senſe of their Happineſs. What 
is the Sun, and the Moon, and the Stars 
to him? and the Heavens , and all their 


Glory? To him, alas! the whole Hea- 


vens are darken'd, and the Moon and the 
Sun 1n a total Eclipſe; the Stars are fallen, 
and give no Light; and the World itſelf 
is to him ſtill a Chaos, and all is Confu- 


ſion, and all unintelligible. 


Bur if the Miſery of dich a Conti 
tion be great and inconceivable, how much 
more inconceiveable is the Joy of a Man 
in ſuch a Condition, at receiving his 
Sight? how infinitely greater his Joy and 
Happineſs? How was this Bartimeus, that 
ſate begging here by the Walls of Zerz- 
cho, or the other poor Man, that fat at 
the Gate of the Temple in Fern/alem 2 
how were they dazzled at the firſt and ſud- 
den Appearance of Light, that when their 


Eyes were open'd, came flaſhing upon them 


as quick as Lightning ! But that the Works 
of God are compleat, that they were not 
ſtruck blind again, was almoſt a Miracle. 
How muſt ſuch a Man be ſurpriz d, that 
never 
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never ſaw any Thing, to behold all Things 

in an Inſtant! to ſee the World in a Mo- 
ment of Time, and with all its true and 
real Glories ! How muſt he needs look up- 
wards, and downwards, and around with 
Wonder ! To behold the Skies, and the 
height of the Heavens, and their vaſt Ex- 
tent, and the Sun in the Midſt ſo bright 
and thining ! ! And when Night is come, to 
be ftill entertain'd with new, and more, 
and with as great, if not, too, with grea- 
ter Wonders; ſo many Thouſand and 


- - Thouſand of Sears i in the Firmament: To 


look about him, and behold ſo many fair 
and good ly Creatures, all like himſelf, and 
hard to ſay whether he looks on them, or 
they on him with greater Wonder: To 
caſt his Eyes downwards, (if he can keep 
them ſo long from looking upwards to God 
in Gratitude,) and to behold the beautiful 
Face of the Earth, the Trees and Herbs, 
and Plants and Flowers; he muſt needs 
be no leſs amaz'd and aſtoniſn 'd, than had 
he been made, and lived before: the Crea- 
tion. He cannot but ſay, that all is good, 
and very good, and God is better, and bet- 
ter to him, than to all he can ſee, which 
God has created. | 


Bur though the Miſery of the one be 
greater, and the Joy of the other be more 
RE O2 tranſ- 
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tranſporting ; yet is not this Bleſſing, tho 
never ſo common, though never ſo frequent, 
and almoſt univerſal, a leſs, but a greater 
Object of Gratitude. For though it be 


true, There is more Foy in Heaven over 


one Sinner that repenteth, yet is it better 
ſtill to need no Repentance. As much 
better as the Eſtate of the Angels is hap- 
pier, and to be preferred before the moſt 
penitent Sinners. 5 „ 


Ir is a very ſtrange and unworthy | 
Abuſe we make of God's Bleſſings, (and 


yet as common as the Bleſſings themſelves,) 


to have little Regard, and hardly to value 
his Benefits, becauſe they are general, be- 


_ cauſe we ſhare them in common with others; 
and his Gifts and Favours, like the Sun, 


ariſe, and like the Rain, deſcend on all 
Mankind. And of all his Benefits, as 


none is more uſual and common than 


Sight, ſo none is more valuable. 7. ruly, 
ſays the wife Man, the Light is ſweet, 
and a pleaſant Thing it is to behold the 
Fun. So ſweet, and ſo pleaſant, that all 
Things without it under the Sun were not 
worth the enjoying; but a// zs Vanity aud 
Vexation of Spirit. And yet even this 


ineſtimable Bleſſing, as all our other 
worldly Felicities, has many Allays, and 
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zs attended with Grief, and Sorrow, and 
Miſery: And not only to thoſe who want 
the Benefit, but to thoſe who enjoy it, to 


thoſe who behold all Things under the 


Sun, All is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 

They are ready to turn their Eyes away, 

or cloſe them, rather than behold ſo much 
Vanity. 5 


Ir was very well anſwer'd by the pious 
old Maris, the good Biſhop of Calcedon, 
who, when Julian the Apoſtate, derided 
and upbraided his Want of Sight, and 
blaſphemoufly told him, That his Galilæ- 
an God, as he ſtill call'd our Saviour (who 
is God bleſſed for ever) could not heal 
this Blindneſs. I thank God, ſays he, 

Jar the Loſs of my Sight, that I cannot 
behold fo wicked a Tyrant : And yet ma- 

ny ſuch do Men daily behold, and are not 
ſuffered to call, or think them either wicked, 
or 'Tyrants; and though they are Briars 
and Thorns in their Eyes, yet out of a 
ſervil and abject Spirit, they are taught to 
fatter, and praiſe, and behold them with 
Admiration, and pay them Honours next 


to Idolatry : Such Honours as, would the 


good primitive Chriſtians have paid the 
Apoſtate, they had never been perſecuted, 
But though we are ſo happy as not to be- 
hold (and may we neyer behold) their 

| 0g - > 


198 SERMON XI. 
Faces, yet we and all the World do daily 
behold the Effects of their Tyranny, It 
were almoſt enough to make us contented 
with the Loſs of Sight, like the good old 
Maris, rather than to look abroad, and be- 
hold ſüch a diſmal, ſuch a dreadful Scene 
of Miſchief and Miſery. The pitious 
Ruins, the vaſt Deſolations of Kingdoms, 
and Countries, and the Fields that before 
ſtood ſo thick with Corn, as to laugh and 
ſing, all weeping and ſighing with the 
Blood and the Groans of their murdered 
Inhabitants, whoſe Blood, Day and Night 
too, cries aloud to Man for Pity, and to 
Heayen for Vengeance. 


Bur beſides theſe diſmal and dread- 
ful Spectacles, there are many others, 
though not in Appearance ſo terrible, 
yet as grie vous ſtill to conſider, and which, 
if we could, we would gladly. ayoid ; but 
there is no avoiding; and which Way | 
ſoever we turn our Eyes, we meet them 
continually ; like Atoms in the Sun, they 
fly all about, and ſwarm around 1 us as thick 
and innumerable. | | | 


To ſee Men, indeed, deftroy one ano- 
ther 1s a pitious Sight; but it is yet more 


lamentable to ſee them lay violent Hands 
1 1: 
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on themſel ves, and deſtroy both Bodies 
and Souls, for ever. And, I doubt, there 
are many more, that have periſhed» this 
May, than either by Slaughters or Maſ- 
ſacres; and the Face of Hell, like a Field 
of Battle, is cover'd all over with theſe 
 Wretches, that liſted themſelves in the 
Service of Sin, and took daily Pay of 
the Prince of this World, and very poor 
Pay, and died to ſupport and enlarge 
his Dominions. The Sight of ſo much 
Sin and Folly, of Pride and Vanity, of 
_ Lewdneſs and Debauchery, of Strife and 
Envy, and all Kind of Impiety, might 
make a Man, of any Pity or Compaſ- 
fion, to wiſh, with the Prophet, That { 
his Head were Waters, and his Eyes | 
were Fountains, or Rivers, of Tears, | 
that he might weep Day and Night 
for the Slain of the People That he 
had a Place in the Wilderneſs with way- 
faring Men, that his righteous Soul might 
not be vexed with their Converſation, and 
daily grieved with ſeeing the unlawful 
Deeds of the Wicked. And there is not 
a more” amazing Inſtance of God's Pa- 
tience and Mercy, than, that he who is 
of purer Eyes to behold, can behold, and 
forbear to puniſh and deſtroy ſuch a 
World of Iniquity. Eo 
Sr: "0 6 Ons 
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| Ont would hardly think there could 


be any worſe Office our Eyes can do 
us; and yet they do us worſe Offices 
every Day, and greater Unkindnefles : 
It is not only that out of theſe Win- 


.dows, as the wiſe Man calls them, we 


behold ſo much Evil; but in at theſe 
Windows there enters ſo much Sin, and 
Folly, and Vanity. 


Ir was a barbarous Cuſtom, of the 
Eaſtern Princes to put out the Eyes of 
their younger Brothers, to prevent their 
Ambition, and make them incapable of 
ſucceeding, or eyer enjoying the Empire : 
Whether they thought they would 
then be unable to govern, or refuſed for 


ſuch a Deformity ; or whether they 


thought it a Shame and Diſgrace for 
ſuch a Perſon to govern thoſe Nations, 
that could not behold the God whom they 
worſhipped. And yet even this barbarous 
and inhuman Cuſtom has preyailed among 
Chriſtians; and ſome very jealous and 
cruel Emperors have, not only put out 
the Eyes of their Rivals, but what is 
more ſtrange, (as though that were not 
enough,) have had them ſhaven and ſhorn, 
and thruſt into Monaſteries ; And mo 
| . nee 
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need all this ado, and Cruelty, to preſerve 
a Man from falling into a thouſand Snares 
and Temptations? Even in this ſad and 
wretched Condition they were happier 
than moſt of the reigning Emperors, not 
only as obliged to ſpend their Time in 
Prayer and Devotion; in ſeeking after 
the Kingdom of God, and his Righiteon ſe 
neſs; and where they ſhould neyer be 
accuſed of aſpiring, or thought too am- 
bitious, but as freed and delivered from 
all thoſe Dangers to which they were 
expoſed, that uſed them ſo cruelly: They 
ſeemed in the Sight of the World to 
periſh, and die, and their End to be 
without Honour; but they were num- 
bered with the Children of God, and 
their Lot was among the Saints: For 

the poor good Monks were Saints in 
thoſe Days, and no Politicians. They 
lived retired, and were perfect Recluſes, 
nor govern'd the World they had truly 

renounced. With theſe good Men they 
> paſſed their Hours in Self- Denial, and 
Ml-o/cfrtification, and ended their Lives in 
all the ſevereſt Acts of Religion; and 
were happier too in their coarſe Fare, 
and their rough Weeds, and their hairy 
Garments, and a leathern Girdle about 
their Loins, than thoſe who were cloath- 
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eb in ſoft Raiment, and fared delicately; 
and lived in Kings Houſes: Happier 


far in their Cells and Cloiſters, than 
the Kings themſelves in their Courts and 
Palaces, who might juſtly wiſh, and hear- 

tily wiſhed, when they came to die, that 
this had been their Lot and Condition: 
They had never indulged their wanton 


| Looks, and luſtful Eyes, and made a Prey 


of all they beheld to their lawleſs Power, 


and lawleſs Pleaſure ; and which coft 


many of them their Lives and Empires. 


Nay, one of the beſt that ever reigned, 


even the Man after God's own Heart, 
fell into the Snare; and though it coſt 


not his Crown, yet it coſt him a thou- 


ſand Tears of Repentance : And he 
wept Day and Night, and puniſhed thoſe 
Eyes that had drawn him. into ſo great 
an Iniquity. But this, alas! is a com- 
mon Unhappineſs; and not only thoſe 
who have Strength and Power, but thoſe 
who haye 'none, are often as guilty. 
And if, as our Saviour ſays, whoever 


looks, on. another's Beauty, to Iuſt after 
it, hath committed Adultery, the Land, 


I fear, as the Prophet ſpeaks, and the 
wholc Earth is full of Adulterers. 


How 
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How much need, then, bing all People 
as 706 reſolved, to make a Covenant, 4 
chaſte, a ſtrict, and an holy Coyenant 

with their Eyes, that they wander not af- 
ter Vanity, eſpecially too, if with him 
we believe (as I hope we do all believe 
and expect) that after Worms have de- 
ſtroy'd this Fleſh, yet in this Fleſh we 
| ſhall ſee God; and with theſe Eyes 
at the Laſt Day, when he ſtands upon 
the Earth, ſhall ſee our Redeemer. And 
though St. Fohn tells us, that when he 
comes in the Clouds, every Eye ſhall 
ſee him, even thoſe that pierced him 
yet none ſhall ſee him with Joy and 
Comfort, but thoſe who feared, and 
thoſe who obey'd, and thoſe who ſerved 
him, and loved his Appearance. And 
from that happy and glorious Appearance, 
ſhall paſs to another, the Beatifick Vi- 
ſion, an Appearance yet more happy and 
Glorious. 


LET us all therefore, as the Apoſtle 
adviſes, ſet our Aﬀettions on Things 
above ; and let us not look on the Things 
that are ſeen, but the Things that are. 
not feen ; For the Things that are ſeen 
are little on FR but the Things 
5 Fas 
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that are not ſeen, are great and eter- 

nal. 8 ä g 

No i to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 


all Honour and Glory, now and for 


MARK vii. 37. 


I He hath done all Things well : He ma- 


eth both the Deaf to hear, and the 
Dumb fo 1 iy 


=O U may poſſibly 1 remem- 


to treat on ſome of our Sa- 
viour's Miracles; ; 


| Axp having lately diſcour- 
ſed on his giving Sight to the Blind, T 
ſhall proceed to theſe, as much of the 
ſame Nature, his making the Deaf fo 
hear, and the Dumb to ſpeak. 


AND 


ber, that I have propoſed 
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206 SERMON XII. 
AN p in theſe I ſhall obſerye, too, 


much the ſame Method; and ſhall firſt 


conſider the Misfortune or Miſery of thoſe _ 
who want, and the Happineſs of thoſe” 
who enjoy theſe Senſes. And I ſhall take 
them in Order, and begin with Hearing. 


Ir is a well known Queſtion, and not 


eaſy to be decided, whether the Want of 
Hearing or Seeing, be the greater Misfor- 


tune; for a Man to live always in Silence 
or Darkneſs? They are certainly both of 
them very grievous Calamittes : And, were 


it to be decided by the Perſons concerned, 


it is not unlikely, but thoſe who want 
either, would think that which they want 
to be the greater Affliction. Yet, if they 
could be perſuaded, it were better and 
wiſer to believe the quite contrary; to be 
thankful to God, and ſubmit to his Plea- 
ſure, and think what they enjoy to be the 
reater Felicity. But I mean not to enter 
into this endleſs Diſpute, and more needleſs 


Compariſon. 


Tn Caſe of thoſe who are born blind 


I have already conſidered ; and ſhall now 


conſider the Caſe of thoſe who are born 


deaf. A Caſe, indeed, as rare as the other, 


and which happens bur ſeldom ; and yet, 
; were 


were it not for the Goodneſs of God, 


what happens to ſome, might happen to 


others ; and what befalls but a few, might 
befal more, or many; and we can never 


well behold ſuch Objects without a Senſe 
of Pity, and thanking God Almighty that 
we are not the Objects of others Com- 


paſſion. 


Tnovon God has given theſe outward 


Senſes to all his Creatures, and to ſome, 
perhaps, in a greater Degree; yet he has 


given them to Man for greater Ends, and 


more excellent Purpoſes. For having de- 


ſigned him a ſociable Creature, without 


the Senſe of Hearing, he would ſtill be 
alone, more ſad and melancholy, and worſe 


than alone in the Midſt of Society; would 
neither be delighted or exhilerated with 
pleaſant, facetious, and ingenious; nor 
improved by wiſe and grave, and ſeri- 


ous, nor inſtructed by learned, nor moved 


by eloquent, nor edified by pious and re- 


ligious Diſcourſes. 


To obſerve Men ſmiling, and ſeem 


pleaſed and well ſatisfied; to obſerye Men 
weeping, and look ſad and diſconſolate ; 


and he knows not for what, and cannot 


imagine what raiſes ſuch ſtrange and dif- 
ferent Paſſions ; and would be glad to 


Par- 
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oO partake not only of their Mirth and Joy, 
| but their Grief and Sorrow: He will be 


. apt to think, that he is the Subject, if 
lo not of their Mirth, yet at leaſt of their 
FJ Pity. „„ N 


| Ix is a common Remark that ſuch kind 
of Perſons are uſually jealous; and it 
1 ſeems almoſt as rude and unkind to talk in 
| their Preſence, as to whiſper in Company. 
Both they who cannot, and they who 
muſt not hear what is ſaid, will ſoon doubt 
or ſuſpe& the Diſcourſe is on them; on 
ſome of their Faults, or ſome of their Im- 
perfections: Or if they have more Charity 
or more Generolity, and a better Opinion 
of themſelves and of others; and know- 
ing they do not deſerye, are not afraid of 
any unhandſome Reflections; yet it is a 
State very ſad and uncomfortable, to be in a 
Manner deprived, excluded, and thruſt 
out of all Converſation. Will they, can 
they be ſo good, or good natured, as ne- 
ver to envy at others Felicity? never in 
the leaſt to repine againſt Providence? 
never to deplore, or bewail, or regret 
their own wretched Condition ? That 
they of a thouſand, and, perhaps, of ten 
thouſand, ſhould be the only Perſons to 
be puniſhed, like Cain, (and perhaps too 
| | | | : only 
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SERMON XII. 209 | 
only for the Sin of Adam,) and forced to 
. like Exiles and Fugitives, not on- 
ly driven from the Face of Men, but they _ 
Kar too from the Face of God Almighty; 
caſt out of his Preſence, and left out of 
his ordinary Care and Providence: Like 
the proud King of Babylon, baniſhed out 
of all human Society, and fit only to herd 
and live with brute Creatures. It were 
enough to make them even for Refuge to 
fly to the Woods, and haſte to the De- 
| farts, and there to live, rather like Hermits 
and Anchorets. But beſides the Comfort 
of common Converſation, and human Diſ- 
_ courſe, there is another Happineſs, indeed, 
though not ſo neceſſary to human Life; 
yet to many as pleaſant, and very enter- 
taining, and very delightful. Can T1, ſaid 
the good old Barzillai to David, when 
invited to Court, can 1 hear the Voices 
of Singing Men, or of Singing Women 2 
Alas! he now could neither take any Plea- 
ſure in the Muſick of the "Os or in 
that of the Tabernacle, EE | 


Tur Pſalms = David, which himſelf 


had compoſed, for the Service of the Sanc- 


Vary and were either {ct by himſelf, or 
ere ſet by Aſaph, his chief Muſician, 
when ſung by the ' Levites and Prieſts 
in their Courſes to the Harp, and the Lute, 
IP L. I. P and 
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and the well-tun'd Cymbals, with the Singers 


before, and the Minſtrels after, and the 
Damſels in the Midſt playing with their 


Ti imbrels, was all to him but a dumb 


Shew, and a filent Proceſſion. And he 
could now never hope, till he came to 
Heaven, any more to hear ſuch divine Mu- 
ſick and Harmony. And as the Want or 
the Loſs of Hearing, ſo that of Speech 
too, is very fad, and grievous, and afflict- 
ing; and the more ſo, becauſe we cannot 
tell our Griefs and Afflictions, but muſt 
keep them to ourſelves, and Rifle our Re- 
ſentments, and ſmother our Paſſions, till 
our Hearts are ready to burſt and break 


with our Sorrows. It is a common Opi- 


nion, that Mankind is no leſs diſtinguiſhed 
from Beaſts by this Power and Faculty, 
and exalted above them by e than 
oy Reaſon. 


Howe VER it is certain, that without this 
— perty our Underſtanding would ſigni- 


wo little, and our Reaſon itſelf be of no 


or Service; and inſtead of a Benefit, 


would be rather a Trouble, and a grievous 


Vexation. To have Thoughts in our Mind 
which we cannot declare; to have No- 
tions we cannot impart or diſcover, we had 


as good almoſt, and more for our Quiet, to 
have 


2 Ss” , the tr 
. 
1 - 


SERMON XII. 217 
have never at all any Thoughts or No- 
A 7 1 ons 


Amonc other Judgments, which in 

_ Caſe of Diſobedience, God denounced by 
| Moſes, and repeated by his Prophets againſt 
the People of 1/7 act, it is very remarkable 
that he threatens to bring among them a 

Nation of a ſtrange Language; or to car- 
ry them captive into a foreign Country, 
among a ſtrange People whoſe Language 


they knew not, and could not underſtand. 
And it is certainly one of the ſaddeſt Cir- 


cumſtances, and heavieſt Aggravation of 
Conqueſt or Slavery, to be ſubdued by a 
People of a ſtrange Language; or whoſe 


only Language is Stripes and Blows, and 
Wrongs, and Injuries ; or to be led away 


Captive into foreign Countries, where our 
Speech is not known, nor our Cries and 
Voices heard in their Streets ; and we ate 
to them, and they are to us, more than 
Barbarians. And ſuch wretched, Creatures 
are the Deaf and Speechleſs ; and among 
their Friends, and Kinsfolk, and Acquain- 
tance, and even at Home, and in their own 
Land are Exiles and Fugitives. I confeſs, 
indeed, as was acknowledged before to the 


Praiſe of God, and his great and good 


Providence, that this Misfortune of being 
Deaf and Dumb is rare and extraordinary: 
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212 S ERM ON XII. 
But though the Rarity of ſuch a Misfortune 
be a greater Affliction, and a Grief to thoſe 
who are ſo unfortunate; yet is not the 
contrary Bleſſing either leſs, or leſs valua- 
ble for being 10 general, ſo almoſt uni- 
verſal. It is rather a greater Object of 
Gratitude, becauſe we ſhare it in com- 
mon with others; and they with us, and 
we with them, do all partake of the ſame 
| Bleſſing and Happineſs. But, alas! even 
theſe, as all other Bleſſings, have their Al- 
lays, and are often attended with great In- 
felicities. And many might with they had 
rather been born with a deaf and dumb. 
Spirit, than to have been poſſeſſed with 
a worſe Evil Spirit both of Hearing and 

. - - + Gr 41; 


For to inſtance a little in ſome ill Ef- 
fects of both theſe Faculties, which we 
cannot live comfortably without, and with - 
them we cannot live innocently; our Sa- 
viour has given us two very good Cau- 
tions, and very hard to be obſerved, Tale 
heed how you hear ; and take heed what 
you hear. The firſt, indeed, is much in our 
Power, as depending on our inward Aﬀec. 
tions and Diſpoſitions, our Readineſs to at- 
tend, our Willingneſs to give heed to the 
Things that are ſpoken. But in the other we 
are not left to our own Choice and — 5 . 
5 of 
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And though we deſire, and would be glad 
to hear nothing but what is good, yet we 
hear, and are forced to hear a great deal 
of Evil. With what a World of idle Im- 
pertinences, and frivolous Stories, are we 
daily, and. hourly, and continually aſ- 
faulted ? It is ſtrange what Delight Men 
can take, or what Pleaſure in having their 
Ears and their Heads fill'd with other 
Folks Matters; and thoſe others with 
theirs: All of them careful and wondrous 
buſy about one another, and ſcarce any 
minding their own Concerns. He that 
knows what to do with himſelf, will not, 
and cannot haye much to do with others ; 
will never be liſtening or enquiring into 
their Affairs. A wiſe Man would not be 
troubled with the Knowledge of all his 
 Neighbour's Deſigns ; nay; though it were 
_ poſſible, and he might, or could, he would 
not be omniſcient ; a Quality which ſome 
of the antient Philoſophers denied eyen to 
God, as inconſiſtent with his perfe& Fe- 
licity ; but I am ſure inconſiſtent in a 
far inferior, and a much leſs Degree, with 
any Mortal Man's Happineſs. But beſides 
theſe little and vain empty Trifles with 
which we are often every where enter- 
tain'd, and cannot avoid, unleſs we reſolve 
neyer almoſt to come into Company, there 
are others with which too we are often en- 
— tertainꝰd, 
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tertain'd, or not entertain d, but tormented. 
and perſecuted. With what a World of 
Slanders and Calumnies, where ever we 
go, are we met and accoſted? with ſome 
ill-natured Story in every Place, and in 
every Company, are kindly welcom'd, and 
in a Manner ſaluted ? And with what De- 
light what ſtrange Satis factioſ do we draw 
near and hearken, and deyour with Greedi- 
neſs, and with both Ears, and with all 


our 1 attend and liſten to ſuch Evil 


Reports? eſpecially if they chance to be 
againſt Perſons for whom we have no Kind- 
neſs, or to whom we are prejudiced ? And 
in this, I fear, we are all of us mortal; 
and ſuch true Men, as we are hardly true 
Chriſtians ; If we were, we ſhould rather 
be troubled and ſorry to hear eyen Ill 


of our very worſt Enemies; and ſhould 
be glad to hear, and more glad to re- 


ceive the good News of their being re- 
formed and amended : Be better pleaſed 
with the welcome Tydings of their good 
Deeds and Actions, than their little Faults, 
or their grievous Miſcarriages. But in this, 
alas ! we act the quite contrary ; and our 
Ears are open to the Cries and Clamours 
that are raiſed againſt them; but are deaf 
on both Sides, to all their good Qualities, 
and what we know to be their juſt Com- 
mendation. Or if we hear of their good 
3 


X 
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| Report, it is yet ſo coldly, we are hardl7 


LE convinced; and, like many an honeſt and 


pious Diſcourſe that comes from this Place, 
it makes little Impreſſion, and goes in at 
one Ear, and goes out at the other. Aſter 
all we are told, we ſtill either retain, or 
ſoon return to the ſame ill Opinion. | 


Bur beſides theſe little and idle Imper- 
tinencies, and ſpightful Slanders, and ma- 
licious Calumnies, there is yet another ſort 
of Diſcourſe to which our Ears are as open, 
and that is Flattery. And *tis hard to ſay 
whether Men are more pleaſed to hear well 
of themſelves, or to hear ill of others; nay, 
many who ſcorn and deſpiſe Calumny, and 
abhor ſlander, are hardly Proof againſt 
Praiſe and F Jattery ; ; which, though a kind 
of more civil and genteel, is oftentimes as: 
- real Slander and, Calumny, One would 
think the Great were above it, and the 
Mean were incapable of this Vice or Fol- 
ly ; and yet it extends and reaches even 


from the higheſt to the loweſt : Like the 


ſweet precious Ointment on the Head of 
Aaron, that went down to his Beard, and 
the Skirts of his Cloathing. No. Odour 
in the World ſo ſweet and refreſhing, 1o 
reviving our Senſes, or ſo pleaſant, as Flate 
tery. It has ſomething in it of the Na- 


ture of Manna, and is ſtrangely agreeable 
; P 4 and 
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Himſelf than he knows he deſerves. 
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and grateful to every Man's Taſte and Pa. 
late. The pooreſt, the meaneſt, the littleſt 


Creature, that deſerves (if not to be ſcorn'd) 
to be pity'd and deſpiſed too for this, yet 


loves to be flattered ; and though never 
ſo worthleſs, ſhall meet with ſome Spirits 


as mean as himſelf, that ſhall be ready to 


give him this Satisfaction. But as Praz/e 


(as the wiſe Man ſays) zs not ſcemlyy in the 
Mouth, ſo neither in the Ear of a Fool, 
that has no Underſtanding. It does him 
no good, and a great deal of Miſchief, and 


makes him concetye better Thoughts of 


Bur if the Vulgar, and the Meaneſt of 
the People are ſo fond and deſirous, and 
proud to be flattered ; how wretched 1s the 
State, how unhappy the Condition of the 
Rich and Wealthy, the Great and Power- 
ful ? how dangerous their Caſe, and how 
much to be pity*d, that hardly hear any 
Thing elſe but Flattery ? If it creeps in- 


to Houſes, and finds Entertainment in poor 


little Cottages, it governs and triumphs in 
Courts and Palaces; and rules all about: 
And in the Words of the Prophet, It /ays 
to the Seers, ſee not; and to the Prophets 
prophecy not right Things, but only ſmooth 
Things, and prophecy Deceits. We are 


apt to envy, and too apt to cenſure ; but 


ſhould 
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could rather commiſerate, and endeavour 
(if poſſible) to excuſe the Miſtakes and 
7 che of great Perſonages. It is a Won- 
der, if ever they hear the Truth; and a 
greater Wonder, if thoſe who tell them 
the Truth are not counted their Enemies. 
Their Friends are kept off by a Croud of 
% HY 3 by a Guard of little whiſper- 

ing Paraſites ; that are ever inſtilling the 
worſt of Poiſon into- their Ears ; that 
ſhoots, and rages, and tears their Heads, 
and turns their Brains, and makes them 
dilirious, and fancy themſelves to be won- 
derful Perſons. Such is the Force and 
Power of Flattery, it can make a little 
Man a Prince, and a Prince a Monarch; 
and a Monarch with one Foot in the Grave, 
two, immortal. 


Bur, beſides all theſe, 6 is yet ano- 
ther, and a worſe Kind of Slander and 
Blaſphemy; and enough (to uſe the Scrip- 
ture Expreſſion) to make the Ears of thoſe 
who hear it to tingle 5 and yet ſo com- 
mon, it is well nigh impoſſible to paſs on 
our Way without being almoſt deafen'd 
and ſtunn'd with Oaths and Curſes, with 
the moſt ſtrange, and bold, and horrid 
Execrations; and eſpecially if they chance 
to be in the Hearing of Perſons of a ſacred 
_ Frofeffion and WOE, then they chooſe 

to 


218 SERMON NIL 
to be louder and fiercer, as though, if God 
did not hear or regard, they would have 
them tell him, and be as Ear-Witneſſes of 
all their ungodly Speeches and Blaſphe- 
mies. Now as to theſe, and other like 
Caſes, our beſt Way is, among our Infe- 
riors, and where we have Power, to re- 
| buke with Authority; and among our 

Superiors, and where we have none, to 
ſhew our diſlike by a tacit Rebuke, and 
by turning away our Ears to alt ſuch kind 
of Diſcourſes. But though we cannot. 
Bridle other Mens Tongues, we may yet 
hold our own ; and take heed to offend, as 
we ourſelves would not be offended. To 
the Hearing of Evil we are often expoſed, 

and can hardly eſcape : But the ſpeaking 
of Evil, though almoſt as hard, is not yet 
unavoidable. And yet (God knows, and 
God too forgive ) we are as much or more 

to blame in this kind than the other: How 
much Time, and how much Breath (and 
both of them precious, and both irrecover- 
able) do we ſpend in little idle Imperti- 
| nencies ? in trifling Stories, which yet, if 
they have not ſomething in them of Re- 
flection or Cenſure, are yet more inſipid, 
and more impertinent? But this Condition 
ſo eſſential and neceſſary, is ſeldom omit- 
ted: It is the Salt that ſeaſons almoſt 


all our Diſcourſes; but a Salt of ſo little, 
5 * 


or of ſo ill a Savour with wiſe and good 


. Men, it is fitter to be trod under Foot, or 
thrown on a Dunghil. Now, 


Ox would think, that Perſons addicted 
to Cenſuring and Slandering ſhould hard- 
ly be guilty of Flattery; and yet moſt of 
any; and both proceed from the ſame Diſ- 
poſition. And David, who knew them 
both, and had felt their Effects, has put 

them together, and has join'd the Flat. 
terers with Buſy-Mockers and Revilers; 
and they are ſcarce ever aſſunder. Both 
of a mean, and an abject Spirit, ſervile 
and ſlaviſn; and both, like Priſoners, bound 
with one and the ſame Chain together. 
Diſparaging Perſons of known and great 
Excellencies, extolling others of no Worth 
or Value; and often too both againſt their 
own Conſcience: Were Men denied and 
debarr'd theſe Topicks of common Diſ- 
courſe, (and they are debarred and denied 
them by all the Rules of Religion,) we 
ſhould often ſee the moſt talkative People, 
the moſt fluent and eloquent, all huſh'd 
on a ſudden, and as ſilent as Statues : And 
unleſs they could find ſome other more 
uſeful and harmleſs Diſcourſe, it were bet- 
ter they were all Statues and Images; like 
a Place adorn'd with Paintings and Sculp- 
ms eg _ tures, 
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: ow. they would be more ns. and 
more entertaining. 5 5 


Bur beſides the Miſchiefs that Men 
do one another by abuſing this Faculty, | 
there is yet a far greater. Their Words 
not only go through the World, but they 
ſtretch forth their Mouths unto Heaven; 
and their Talking is often againſt the 
moſt high : Making bold with his Name, 
or denying his Being, or diſputing his 
| Providence, reviling his Management, 
and cenſuring even his human and divine 
Miniſtration. : | ; 
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Ir were endleſs to reckon up the mani- 
fold Abuſes of this excellent Faculty: Some 
not fit to be mentioned, or ſo much as once 
named, or cven ſo — as once in- 
timated. A ſort (to ſay no more) of 
very fooliſh Diſcourſe ; and though by 
ſome Men affected, yet more fit and pro- 
per to the Beaſts that periſh, who in 
this Way, perhaps, would equal Man- 
kind; and could they but ſpeak would 
talk as well, and as wittily. 


- — 
% how 
— — Rr Ie PP K : % — m 7 re Re 9 ens 
* — — 


: 

? 

t U 
[1 
bs 
F 
. 
F 

7 
1 


BETORE 1 conclude, I ſhall briefly 
take notice of one Thing remarkable; and 


that is, the different huren of hs 
e pl 'E 
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on this and our Saviour's other like Mi- 
'racles. The People, they maryelled, and 
were juſtly aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, and 
declared, He had done all Things well : 
But the Scribes and Phariſees imputed 
his Miracles to the Power of Satan: 


As though the Evil Spirit he had caſt 
out of others, had entered, I had al- 
moſſt ſaid into the Herd of the Scribes 


and Phariſees. But our Saviour refutes 
them with this very plain Inſtance; Eve- 
7215 Kingdom divided againſt itſelf, is 


brought to Deſolation. An Inſtance, on 
which I cannot enlarge without Fear and 


Trembling. 


Now the Uſe we ſhould make of 
both theſe Faculties, of Hearing and 


Speaking, is plainly the End or the Uſe 
to which they are both deſigned. To 


love and delight in hearing and ſpeak- 


ing ſuch Things, as may profit and 


edify one another : And to loye and 
delight in hearing and ſhewing forth the 


Praiſes of God, his Power and Great- 
neſs, his Goodneſs and Mercy, which 


tend to his Honour and Glory, and no 
leſs to our Edification. When we once 
come to Heaven, (if we be eyer ſo hap- 

e e | PY» 
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py; as I hope we ſhall be fo happy, as 
once to come thither,) we ſhall then 

: have both theſe Powers and Faculties 

A thus ever employ'd in a kind, friendly, 

and divine Converſation, with Saints and 
Angels, in mutual Rejoicing, in heart; 
congratulating cach others Happineſs ; 

in hearing them ſing to the Honour and 
Glory, in joining with them, to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of him who fits on the 

1 Throne ; in hearing and ſinging his Praiſe 

1 co Eternity. 805 of 


TO which happy Place, God of hit 
| infinite Mercy bring us all Aud 
; | the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
= and the Love of God, and the Hel- 
ii lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 


1 US ebermore. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 


—— 


Booxs lately Printed for 1 Pemberton, 


at the Golden-Buck agarnſt St. Dunſtan's 
Church 4x Fleet- Street. 


1. HE Works of the moſt Reverend Dr. Fohn Tidlorſon, 

late Lord Arcbbiſhop of Canterbury, in three Vols. 
Containing two hundred fifty four Sermons and Diſcourſes on 
ſeveral Occaſions ; together with the Rule of Faith. To which 
are annexed, Prayers compoſed by him for his own Uſe; a 
Diſcourſe to his Servants before the Sacrament ; and a Form 
of Prayer compoſed by him for the Uſe of King William. To- 
gether with three Tables to the whole : One of the Texts 
preach'd upon; another of the Places of Scripture occaſionally . 
explain'd ; a third, an Alphabetical Table of Matters. The 
Ninth Edition. Price 2 l. 15 5. 

2. The works of ohn Locke Eſq; In three Vols. Containing, 
1. An Eſky on human Underſtanding : In four Books. 2. A 
Letter to the Right Reverend Edward Lord Biſhop of Wor- 
ceſter, concerning ſome Paſſages relating to Mr. Locke's Eflay 
of human Underſtanding; in a late Dicourſe of his Lordſhip's _ 
in Vindication of the Trinity. 3. Mr. Locke's Reply to the 


Right Reverend the Biſhop of Morceſter's Anſwer to his Letter. 


4. Mr. Locke's Reply to the Biſhop of Morceſter's Anſwer to his 
Second Letter. 5. Some Conſiderations of the Conſequences 
of the lowering of Intereſt, and raiſing the Value of Money; in 


a Letter ſent to a Member of Parliament 1691. 6. Short 
| Obſervations on a printed Paper, entitled, For encouraging the 


Coining Silver Money in England, and after for keeping it here. 


7. Farther Obſervations concerning raiſing the Value of Money, 


c. 8. Two Treatiſes of Government. 9. A Letter concern- 
ing Toleration. 10. A Second Letter concerning Toleration. 
11. A Third Letter for Toleration : To the Author of the 
Third Letter concerning Toleration. 12. The Reaſonableneſs 
of Chriſtianity, as delivered in the Scriptures. 13. A Vindi- 


cation of the Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, from Mr. Edwards's 


Refle&ions, 14. A Second Vindication of the mn 
| : | 4M 


of Chriſtianity: 15. Some Thoughts concerning Education. 
16. A Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtles os St. Paul to the 
Galatians, 1ſt and 2d Corinthians, Romans, and Epheſians. TO 
"Which is prefix d, An Effay for the underſtanding of St. Paulus 
Epiſtles, by conſulting St. Paul himſelf, 17. Poſthumoug' 
Works, wiz. 1. Of the Conduct of the Underſtanding. a. © 


An Examination of P. Malebranche's Opinion of ſeeing all 
Things in God. 3. A Diſcourſe of Miracles. 4. Part of a 
Fourth Letter for Toleration. 5. Memoirs relating to the Life 
of Anthony firſt Earl of Shaftesbury. 6. A new Method of a 

Common. Place Book; written originally in French, and tran | 
ſlated into Esgliſh. 7.Some familiar Letters between Mr. Locke 

and ſeveral of his Friends. The Third Edition. Price 2 1. 


15 Fs 


The Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, in the ſevera! Ages of 
the World. In fix Diſcourſes, delivered at the Temple Church 
in April and May, 17 24. Publiſhed at the Deſire of the Maſ- 
ters of the Bench of the two Honourable Societies. To which 


are added, Three Diſſertations; 1. The Authority of the Se- 


cond Epiſtle of Sr. Peter. 2. The Senſe of the Antients before 


Chriſt, upon the Circumſtances and Conſequences of the Fall. 
3. The Bleſſing of Fudah, Gen. 39. By the Right Reverend 
Dr. Thomas Sherlock, Lord Biſhop of Bangor. The Second Edi- © 


tion, corrected. Price 4 5. 6 (C0. 
4. A Commentary upon the Hiſtorical Books of the Old 


Teſtament, viz. Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deute- 


ronomy, Foſhua, Fudges, Ruth, I. Samuel, II. Samuel, I. Kings, 
I. Kings, I. Chronicles, II. Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Eſther. 
y the Right Reverend Father in God, Pr. Simon Parrick, late 


| Lord Biſhop of Ely. In two Volumes in Folio. To vvhich is 


added a compleat Alphabetical Table. Price 21. Ks. 


5. A practical Diſcourſe concerning a Future Judgment. gth ' 


Edition. Price 45 _ 5 5 1 46 
6. A Diſcourſe concerning the Divine Providence, 6th Edi- 
tion. Price 45. 6. 


7. A Diſcourſe concerning the Happineſs of Good Men, and 


the Puniſhment of the Wicked in the next World. Con- 


taining the Proofs of the Immortality of the Soul, and immor- 


tal Life. 4th Edition. Price 4 s. 6 d. | ; 
8. A practical Diſcourſe of Religious Aſſemblies. 4th Edi- 
tion. Price 4 5. 5 a 


9. Sermons preached on ſereral Occaſions, in two Vols; 


d Edition. Price 9 5. | 


Paul's. 


Theſe five laſt by William Sherlock, D. P. late Dean of st. 


er 
Shelf. "> 
,- No 
"> I 
Y 
7 
7 
4 . 
2 
E 
1 
, 
5 
\ 
F 
7 
*A 
. 


